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Analytical Services Branch, DOE Statistical Brief: Drink Drive Repeat Offenders 2007-2012

Key Findings

» The number of repeat drink drive offenders fell year on year by over one-third (37.6%) from
711in 2007 to 433 in 2012;

» Of the 443 repeat drink drive offenders in 2012, almost 4 in 5 (79.0%) were disqualified for
36 months or longer, 1 receiving a lifetime ban; this is a similar proportion to 2007 when
569 (80.0%) received bans of this length;

> 88(19.8%) repeat drink drive offenders received disqualifications ranging from one month
up to 35 months in 2012, an identical proportion to 2007 when 141 offenders were banned
for periods of less than 3 years;

» The number of repeat offenders who, in addition to being banned,- were also fined for drink
driving offences has declined steadily from 456 (64.1% of all repeat offenders) in 2007 to
none in 2012;

» From 2007 to 2011, the proportion of repeat offenders with at least one offence where the
level of alcohol was above the legal limit, ranged from 81.4% (2010) to 86.8% (2011); this
dropped to 79.2% in 2012, its lowest level in six years;

» From 2007 to 2012, the proportion of repeat offenders disqualified until tested (DUT)
increased from 72.4% to 97.1% respectively;

» The proportions disqualified until tested was over 90% from 2009 for those disqualified for
36 months or longer (including life bans), and reached similar levels for the first time in 2012
for those disqualified for periods less than 36 months (98%);

» As with the numbers of repeat offenders, which fell by 37.6% from 2007 to 2012, repeat
offences also reduced in this same period, although by a slightly larger proportion (41.1%)
from 1,209 to 708;

» For the 1,209 offences committed in 2007, over four-fifths (81.3%) carried disqualification
periods of 36 months or longer, compared with three-quarters (75.4%) in 2012. Laganside-
Belfast accounted for almost a third (31.9%) of all sentencing activity from 2007 to 2012,
followed by Newry and Newtownards, both accounting for a much smaller 4.9%;

» For second and subsequent offences, over the entire period from 2007 to 2012, the
proportion resulting in a disqualification of 36 months or longer ranged, from a low of 59%

in Ballymena to a high of 82% in Limavady (excludes courts with fewer than 60 offences);
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Analytical Services Branch, DOE Statistical Brief: Drink Drive Repeat Offenders 2007-2012

Table 1: Ten Year Rule Repeat Offenders 2007 — 2012

Disqualified Year
Period (Months) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total
Unknown 1 3 0 2 1 5 12
1-11 3 1 4 3 1 1 13
12-23 85 63 45 48 43 49 333
24 -35 53 45 44 31 32 38 243
36 - 47 353 246 226 212 239 209 1,485
48-59 69 75 48 45 81 58 376
60+ 147 129 104 90 70 82 622
Lifetime 0 1 3 0 1 1 6
Total 711 563 474 431 468 443 3,090

Notes:

1. Table 1 details the numbers of Repeat Offenders from 2007 to 2012, where one or more drink driving
offences were committed within ten years of the most recent offence.
2. Repeat Offenders may be counted once or more across each year, but once only within specific years.
3. Disqualification Period is for the most recent conviction and includes any sentence reductions applied following the
completion of relevant courses/programmes.

4. Unknown relates to drivers where the Disqualification Periods were blank or 'Interim'.

5. Excludes drivers convicted of one or more convictions on the same date.

Key Points

» The number of repeat drink drive offenders fell year on year by over one-third (37.6%) from

711in 2007 to 433 in 2012;

» Of the 443 repeat drink drive offenders in 2012, almost 4 in 5 (79.0%) were disqualified for

36 months or longer, 1 receiving a lifetime ban; this is a similar proportion to 2007 when 569

(80.0%) received bans of this length;

» 88(19.8%) repeat drink drive offenders received disqualifications ranging from one month

up to 35 months in 2012, an identical proportion to 2007 when 141 offenders were banned

for periods of less than 3 years;
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Analytical Services Branch, DOE Statistical Brief: Drink Drive Repeat Offenders 2007-2012

Table 1a: Ten Year Rule Repeat Offenders by Recorded Monetary Fine 2007 — 2012

Recorded Year
Fine (£) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total
No recorded
fine 255 227 203 200 390 443 1,718
1-99 13 8 6 6 1 0 34
100 - 199 91 67 58 38 11 0 265
200 - 299 185 110 106 92 31 0 524
300 - 399 85 78 50 57 18 0 288
400 - 499 32 34 18 13 4 0 101
500 - 599 29 29 27 21 9 0 115
600 - 699 10 5 3 3 4 0 25
700 - 799 7 4 2 1 0 0 14
900 - 999 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
1000+ 4 0 1 0 0 0 5
Total 711 563 474 431 468 443 3,090
Notes:

1. Table 1a details the numbers of Repeat Offenders from 2007 to 2012.
2. Recorded Fine refers to any Monetary Fines that were issued to the Repeat Offender.
3. Excludes drivers convicted of one more convictions on the same date.

Key Points

» The number of repeat offenders who, in addition to being banned,- were also fined for drink
driving offences has declined steadily from 456 (64.1% of all repeat offenders) in 2007 to

none in 2012;
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Analytical Services Branch, DOE Statistical Brief: Drink Drive Repeat Offenders 2007-2012

Table 1b: Ten Year Rule Repeat Offenders by ‘'In-Excess' Offences 2007 — 2012

In-Excess Offences 2007 2008 2009 e 2010 2011 2012 Total
None 127 102 68 80 62 92 531

At least one 584 461 406 351 406 351 2,559

Total | 711 563 474 431 468 443 3,090

Notes:
1. Table (1B) details the numbers of Repeat Offenders from 2007 to 2012.
2. 'In-Excess' Offence relates to drivers where either of their last two offences involved an 'In-Excess' Offence, i.e.

above the legal drink drive limit.
3. Repeat Offenders may be counted once or more across each year, but once only within specific years.

4. Excludes drivers convicted of one more convictions on the same date.

Percentages

Year
2010 2011 2012 Total

13.2% 20.8% 17.2%

In-Excess Offences 2007 2008 2009
None 17.9% 18.1% 14.3% 18.6%

At least one 82.1% 81.9% 85.7% 81.4% 86.8% 79.2% 82.8%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Key Points

» From 2007 to 2011, the proportion of repeat offenders with at least one offence where the

level of alcohol was above the legal limit ranged from 81.4% (2010) to 86.8% (2011); this

dropped to 79.2% in 2012, its lowest level in six years;
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Analytical Services Branch, DOE Statistical Brief: Drink Drive Repeat Offenders 2007-2012

Table 2: Total Offences Committed (under 10 year rule) with convictions between 2007- 2012

Disqualified Year

Period (Months) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total

Unknown 3 9 1 4 5 1 33

1-11 4 2 &) 4 2 3 20

12-23 149 135 110 106 113 106 719

24 - 35 70 68 61 55 50 54 358
36 - 47 517 378 326 310 341 294 2,166

48 - 59 122 132 83 70 98 89 594
60+ 344 258 203 179 139 146 1,269

Lifetime 0 9 4 1 7 5 26
Total 1,209 991 793 729 755 708 5,185

Notes:

1. Table 2 details the numbers of Repeat Offences committed under the 10 year rule showing convictions each year from
2007 to 2012.

2. Disqualification Period relates includes any sentence reduction already applied following completion of relevant
courses/programmes.

3. Unknown relates to drivers where Disqualification Periods have been recorded as blank or 'Interim'.

4. Excludes drivers convicted of one or more offences on the same date.

Key Points

»  As with the numbers of repeat offenders, which fell by 37.6% from 2007 to 2012,
repeat offences also reduced in this period, although by a slightly larger proportion
(41.1%) from 1,209 to 708;

» For the 1,209 offences committed in 2007, over four-fifths (81.3%) carried

disqualification periods of 36 months or longer, compared with three-quarters
(75.4%) in 2012;
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Report on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill (NIA 35/11-15)

Departmental letter re learning to driver time
period and consequential amendment to clause 23

DOE Private Office
8th Floor
Goodwood House
44-58 May Street
Town Parks
Belfast

BT1 4NN

Telephone: 028 9025 6022
Email: Private.office@doeni.gov.uk
Your reference: COR/1303/14
Our reference:

Date: 11 December 2014

Sheila Mawhinney

Clerk to the Environment Committee
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings

Ballymiscaw

Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3XX

Dear Sheila

The Committee completed informal scrutiny of Parts 3, 4 and 5 of the Road Traffic
(Amendment) Bill at its meeting on 4 December. They have since sent a follow up request for
the following information:

B data on the length of time between obtaining a provisional and a full driving licence for
learners in rural areas, as compared with the average figures outlined in the briefing; and

B details of the consequential amendment to clause 23 of the Bill.

With regard to the additional information on the time taken to learn to drive, the average
figures outlined at the Committee session of 4 December were taken from a Department for
Transport (DfT) funded Cohort Study on Learner and New Drivers. The six-year study provides
an overview of ‘cohorts’ of learners in Britain undertaking driver training and testing. A
cohort of 8,000 practical driving test candidates was sent postal questionnaires on a three-
monthly basis. The sample initially comprised 42,851 learner drivers, however not all of
these respondents passed their driving test. Each person who did pass the practical test and
responded to the original survey was subsequently followed for a period of up to three years
through further postal questionnaires.

The findings of the report show that a total of 62% of respondents took their practical test
within 12 months of starting to learn to drive and, as detailed in the briefing session, it was
most common overall for respondents to take their practical test within seven to nine months
of starting to learn to drive. Some additional findings which the Committee may find of
interest include:

®  Almost every respondent (99%) received some professional driving instruction;
m Just over half (55%) of respondents availed of some practice with friends or relations;

m  14% of candidates came to the test without any experience of driving in the dark.
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Due to the nature of this study, analysis is not possible at a Northern Ireland level. Officials
have spoken with colleagues in the Driver and Vehicle Agency (DVA) with regards to collating
NI specific rural data in relation to the length of time between the issue of a provisional
licence and upgrade to full licence as the next best proxy to time taken to learn to drive.
Unfortunately, the Northern Ireland Driver Licensing System (NIDLS) — which retains
information on provisional and full licence holders — has no functionality to produce this type
of report or analysis. While the system initially captures the date on which the provisional
licence is first issued, this date is subsequently overwritten with the date of full licence issue
whenever the test is passed and a full licence is applied for. The work to replace NIDLS

is addressing statistical reporting issues and it is hoped that future system upgrades will
enable the capture and reporting of this information, including at sub-regional level. These
system upgrades are not anticipated until 2016 and will require time to bed in before any
meaningful data can be extracted in relation to time between obtaining a provisional and a
full driving licence.

In relation to the proposed Departmental amendment to clause 23 of the Bill, this would read
as follows:

“Clause 23, page 28, line 11

Leave out ‘a statutory provision’ and insert ‘Northern Ireland legislation or an Act of

Parliament’.”

This is a technical amendment to clarify that the ‘draft affirmative’ procedure will apply to any
subordinate order made under clause 23 which amends primary legislation. The amendment
of clause 3 and new clause 22A, as previously explained to Committee, will also adopt the
‘draft affirmative’ procedure in line with the advice of the Examiner of Statutory Rules.’

| trust this information is of assistance, should you require anything further please contact
me directly.

Yours sincerely,

Helen Richmond
DALO
[by e-mail]
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Report on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill (NIA 35/11-15)

Departmental letter re Road Traffic (Amendment)
Bill amendments

DOE Private Office
8th Floor
Goodwood House
44-58 May Street
Town Parks
Belfast

BT1 4NN

Telephone: 028 9025 6022
Email: Private.office@doeni.gov.uk
Your reference:

Our reference: COR/40/2015

Date: 20 January 2015

Sheila Mawhinney

Clerk to the Environment Committee
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings

Ballymiscaw

Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3XX

Dear Sheila

At its 15 January meeting, the Committee agreed to ask the Minister to consider the following
amendments:

® The removal of the statutory option

® Removal of Clause 16 which lowers the minimum age for a provisional licence to 16%
years

B Reduction of the minimum period for holding a provisional licence to 6 months (rather than
12 months)

Officials had previously advised Committee that the Minister was actively considering the
case for removal of the statutory option, and had sought legal opinion on the matter. The
Minister had also indicated that he would consider any Committee proposals to amend the
Bill's provisions relating to learners and new drivers.

| can confirm that the Minister is agreeable to making these amendments. Officials will
contact OLC to arrange the drafting requirements.

The precise nature of the re-drafting will of course be determined by OLC. However, for the
statutory option we anticipate that it will entail redrafting of the existing Clause 3, and will
effectively provide for the removal of the statutory option from the Road Traffic (Northern
Ireland) Order 1995.

With regard to GDL, the required changes will entail the removal of Clause 16 and the
amendment of Clause 17 to reflect a 6 month mandatory learning period — with consequential
changes to Part 2 of Schedule 1.

As mentioned during Committee briefing sessions, the Department also proposes making
a number of technical amendments to the Bill. One of these entails a minor numbering
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amendment to Clause 18. The others are being made in response to a request by the
Examiner of Statutory Rules. They entail an amendment to Clause 3, the insertion of a new
Clause 22A and an amendment to Clause 23. Collectively, these are designed to ensure that,
where subordinate legislation requires approval by resolution of the Assembly, this should be
subject to draft affirmative procedure. This means that they are laid in draft form before the
Assembly, and are not made until after the Assembly debate.

Officials will attend the Committee meeting on 22 January and will be able to provide more
detail on any of the above issues, as the Committee may require.

| trust this information is of assistance, should you require anything further please contact
me directly.

Yours sincerely,

Helen Richmond
DALO
[by e-mail]
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Report on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill (NIA 35/11-15)

Departmental letter re formal clause-by-clause
scrutiny on 22 January 2015

DOE Private Office
8th Floor
Goodwood House
44-58 May Street
Town Parks
Belfast

BT1 4NN

Telephone: 028 9025 6022
Email: Private.office@doeni.gov.uk
Your reference:

Our reference: COR/40/2015

Date: 3 February 2015

Sheila Mawhinney

Clerk to the Environment Committee
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings

Ballymiscaw

Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3XX

Dear Sheila

Formal Committee Scrutiny of Road Traffic Amendment Bill — Correction to Offical Report
Dated 22 January 2015

At its 22 January meeting, the Committee welcomed the Minister’s decision to table three
substantive amendments to this Bill at Consideration Stage.

Officials outlined the effect of these amendments and also of a number of technical
amendments. They also emphasised that the final drafting and re-numbering of the Bill will be
determined by OLC, rather than the Department.

The Committee agreed that it was content to accept these amendments without sight of the
precise wording. | will, of course, provide the Committee with the precise text of all of the
amendments as soon as it is received from OLC.

In the meantime | would draw your attention to an inaccuracy on the final page of the Official
Report. The relevant section is headed Schedule 2 (Repeals), and the text refers to “... a
consequential amendment to Part 2 of Schedule 2”

In fact, this section should be headed Schedule 1 (Transitional and Saving Provisions) and the
text should read: “... a consequential amendment to Part 2 of Schedule 1”.

There will also be consequential changes to Schedule 2 of the Bill (Repeals) to reflect the
repeal of the statutory option.

This means that the Questions put to the Committee — in relation to both Schedule 1 and
Schedule 2 — are incorrect. In seeking to remedy this for the record, it may be sufficient for
the Committee to agree that implementation of the approved policy amendments will require
some consequential changes to both Schedules.
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It might be helpful therefore if the Committee Report on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill
could reflect the fact that:

(i) the precise numbering and detail of the amendments will be determined by OLC; and

(i) officials will provide Committee with the precise wording of the amendments in
advance of Consideration Stage of the Bill

Yours sincerely,

Helen Richmond
DALO
[by e-mail]
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Report on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill (NIA 35/11-15)

TTC Group - Limits for Drink Driving

GROUP

Report on alcohol and the effect of food and medicines on
lower legal limits for drink driving

The current UK legal limit on our roads is 35mcg of alcohol in 100 ml of breath, 80mg
in 100 ml of blood or 107mg in 100ml of urine.

For an average man, this equates to about 5 units of alcohol and 3 units of alcohol
for an average female. Size, food consume, general health and medicines ingested
can all have an effect on this. The variable for gender and size is known as The
Widmark Factor and is described (in technical detail) in this link from Dundee
University.

http://iwww.dundec.ac.uk/forensicmedicine/notes/alcohol pdf

From this, it can be seen that 1 unit of alcohol produces a reading of about:
7 in breath, 16 in blood or 21 in urine for a man, or:

12 in breath, 27 in blood or 35 in urine for a woman.

1 unit is the amount of alcohol in:

Half a pint of ordinary beer (3.5%) 284 mlx 3.5 =994

A single whisky (25ml) at 40% or

80m| of wine at 12%

However, in practical terms, looking at everyday drinks in Northern Ireland:
A pint of Guinness contains 2.3 units.

A single whisky at 35ml contains 1.4 units and

175ml glass of wine at 12% contains 2.1 units.

If the legal limit was set at 50mg in 100ml / blood, then the number of units to get to
the legal limit would be 3 units for a man, and 2 units for a woman.

If the legal limit was set at 20mg in 100ml/blood, then the number of units to get to
the legal limit would be 1 % units for a man and % unit for a woman.

In this case, a man drinking a single whisky would be over the legal limit, and a
woman drinking only a half pint of Guinness would be almost 50% over the limit.
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GROUP

There are, however, other ways in which alcohol can get into the body. This can be
through food, such as sherry trifle, Christmas cake and pudding, although cooking
would evaporate most of the alcohol. (many cakes and puddings, however, are
fortified and preserved through pricking and then pouring spirit over them after
cooking, and this alcohol content would still be present)

Example: Sherry Trifle (serves 6)

The new limit of 20mg means that a man couid approximately consume 1% units of
alcohol while a woman could consume % unit of alcohol.

Based on a recipe from the BBC Food Recipes - a trifle containing 150 ml sweet

sherry (based on 20% ABV will equate to approximately 3.0 units. If the trifle serves
6 people then this equates to 0.50 units per serving!".

Even a single manufacturer makes Sherry in varying strengths; take Harveys, a well-
known Sherry company.

Their name Sherries vary between 15 and 20% abv, according to the type that is
bought. (and used in the kitchen) See here:

http://www.thedrinkshop.com/products/nipdetail. php?prodid=6762

Medicines can be another source of alcohol. A report produced by The
Loughborough Sleep Research Institute a number of years ago stated that there
were over 100 medications with the ability to cause drowsiness. Specifically in
relation to alcohol, common medicines contain alcohol, shown on their labels. You
will see that some of them state ‘non-drowsy’, which could attract a person
considering driving:

Benylyn non drowsy 5% ABV 10ml dose = .05 unit alcohol
Covonia Chesty Cough 7.7% ABV 10ml dose = .077 unit alcohol

Meltus non drowsy (alcohol content not stated, says ‘see insert’) — 9% ABV 10ml
dose = .09 unit alcohol

Covonia Cold and Flu 19% ABV 20mi dose = .38 unit alcohol

Beechams All in One 19% ABV 20ml dose = .38 unit alcohol
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GROE

You will see from the last 2 that a single dose of these would put a female at 50% of
the legal limit at 20mg / 100ml blood, reducing the amount of alcohol she could
consume to negligible amounts.

| have been asked to comment on the effect of a reading of zero as the legal limit.

It will be seen that medicines alone could then result in the loss of a persons’ licence.
Furthermore, some people have naturally occurring alcohol produces by bacteria in
their gut. This is often found in diabetics and vegetarians, where background
readings of 1-2. Or 2-3 on a breath test for combined effects have been found. (this
is the equivalent of a reading of up to 7 on a blood sample) This can lead to false
positives if there is a zero limit.

When alcohol is taken into the body, it is absorbed quickly, and the elimination
process starts by the liver secreting enzymes to break it down, usually after about
half an hour. It is then broken down at the rate of about 1 unit per hour for a casual
drinker. This applies to men and women. This can be affected by a variety of factors,
including if food has been consumed before drinking (which can delay elimination) or
if medication has been taken that can have an effect on the liver. (such as
paracetamol)

At present, with the legal limit of 80mg/100ml blood, a man could drink 2 pints of
Guinness (4.6 units) in half an hour and probably not be over the legal limit. With a
limit of 50, again both pints drunk in half an hour, it would take about 1.7 hours after
he stopped drinking before he would be under the limit.

With a limit of 20, it would take 3.1 hours before he would be under the limit.
With a zero limit, it would be 4.6 hours before he would be under the limit.

All those figures, of course, depend on a person not having another drink within that
time. The lower the legal limit, the easier it would be for a person to put themselves
back over the limit.

There is a lower limit in England for train drivers, aircraft pilots and those associated
with safety on those 2 forms of transport. This is covered by The Railways and
Transport Safety Act 2003

It sets the legal limit as being 20ml/100ml blood or 9mcg/100ml for breath.
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GROUP
When The Railways and Transport Safety Act 2003 was being researched, a long
debate took place about having a zero limit, but this was found to be impracticable
and a minimal limit was set, whilst stressing that there should be zero tolerance to
alcohol in those workplaces.
The rationale for setting a limit, whilst saying ‘no alcohol’ was for the reasons given
above for naturally occurring alcohol and medications, plus the problem that below
9mcg/100ml for a breath sample the manufacturers of the type approved devices
used could not guarantee the accuracy of them.
Jenny Wynn
Chairman
TTC Group
Hadley Park East
Telford. TF1 6QJ
(T) 01952 602634
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Correspondence from Association of British
Insurers re Insurance Premiums

The Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill and Young Driver Insurance Premiums in NI High motor
insurance premiums for young drivers are the direct result of their poor road safety record
and a result of the statistically higher risk that they will cause themselves, their passengers,
or other road users severe and life-changing injuries. This briefing paper aims to outline

the potential for a reduction in the level of premiums for young drivers based on the full
implementation of the ABI’s proposals around Graduated Driver Licensing, which will serve to
increase the safety of young drivers on Northern Ireland’s roads.

ABI Proposals

The full implementation of the ABI’s proposals around Graduated Driver Licensing could

be instrumental in leading to a reduction in premiums for young drivers. The Road Traffic
(Amendment) Bill seeks to introduce a number of the components contained in our proposed
scheme, including a reduction in the minimum age for holding a license to 16 and a half, a
mandatory learning period of one year and a restriction on the number of passengers carried.

However, international evidence clearly shows that GDL needs to be introduced in full in
order to have the biggest road safety benefits.! It is impossible to base premium reductions
on individual elements of GDL given that it is intended to operate as a holistic package of
measures.

The Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill currently does not contain any restrictions around solo
night time driving which is a significant component of the full GDL scheme for novice drivers
so this means that reductions in premiums will not be as great as implementing a full GDL
model. There will, however, be a reduction in premiums for young drivers and a short analysis
of this can be found below.

Immediate Impact of the Proposals

The ABIl's GDL proposals may lead to an immediate impact on insurance premiums. Some

insurers may use the length of time that a provisional licence is held as a rating factor and
as a result, an initial discount may be applied as all young drivers will be required to hold a
provisional licence for a minimum of one year.

Furthermore, the international evidence clearly shows that factors such night time driving and
distractions from passengers are key contributing factors in catastrophic claims and insurers
will therefore welcome the inclusion of a six month restricted period post qualification. Many
insurers may offer immediate discounts to take into account the fact that a young driver will
be exposed to less risk. However, caution will need to exercised around the impact of these
restrictions as any reduction in premiums is dependent on GDL being introduced in full, which
it will not be in Northern Ireland as currently proposed by the bill.

In addition, another impact of the potential introduction of the ABI’s proposals will be to
stimulate increased insurer interest in the young driver market. By making young drivers
statistically less likely

Estimated Figures

It is important to point out that individual insurers will price their policies in differing ways and
will have differing appetites for accepting the risk posed by young drivers.

1 Transport Research Laboratory, Novice drivers - evidence review and evaluation, N Kinnear, L Lloyd, S Helman, P
Husband, J Scoons, S Jones, S Stradling, F McKenna, J Broughton, 2013
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Insurers estimate that a large proportion of a Young Driver's premium is allocated to covering
the cost of catastrophic claims. The introduction of GDL could see a reduction of around 19
per cent in the number of crashes that cause fatalities and serious injuries.

Based on these factors and the international experience, the ABI estimates that young
driver premiums could reduce by 15-20 per cent on the introduction of GDL in full. Given
their potential to prevent more crashes resulting in catastrophic claims, the most significant
reduction in premium is attributed to the passenger and night-time restriction.

There are also other factors which contribute to the ABI’s estimate of 15-20 per cent and
these include a minimum learning period, lower blood alcohol content and greater confidence
in underwriting young driver premiums, all of which may be impacted depending on the
extent of the reforms. However, in order to achieve these potential savings, GDL must be
implemented in full as only using parts of the scheme will not have the same impact on
reducing young driver deaths and consequently will not have the same impact on premiums.

Finally, insurers want to see premiums for young drivers come down to more affordable levels
but the only way this can happen is to make them safer drivers. If young driver road traffic
crashes decrease, the risk they pose to an insurer decreases and insurance premiums for
young drivers will follow. Action is needed to ensure young driver motor insurance becomes
affordable and more importantly, by putting into place a GDL scheme, the Assembly will make
sure that fewer young people are killed and injured on Northern Ireland’s roads.

Association of British Insurers
22 December 2014
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Email from Stratagem re Irish Times articles

From: Grainne Walsh [mailto:grainne@stratagem-ni.com] Sent: 11 December 2014 09:55 To:
+Comm Environment Public Email Cc: McQuade, Mark; Sedgewick, Neil Subject: anatomy of a
car crash

Shelia,

| am not sure if you saw this series in the Irish Times. At 4.40am on January 1st two men
died in the first fatal road crash of 2014, near Ballina, Co Mayo. This series of articles by
Peter Murtagh is now published in full on irishtimes.com - investigates the collision and asks
why it occurred. | think that it's a really powerful and informative piece of work. It would be
interesting to see how the NI experience compares.

Regards
Grainne

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/anatomy-of-a-car-crash-part-1-
1.2025739?utm_source=morning-digest&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=digests

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/anatomy-of-a-car-crash-part-2-the-
victims-1.2027498

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/anatomy-of-a-car-crash-part-3-the-
investigation-1.2030238

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ social-affairs/anatomy-of-a-car-crash-part-4-the-
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