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Homelessness Awareness Week in Northern Ireland is 

taking place between Monday 2 to Sunday 8 December 

2024.  This topical digest looks at homelessness in 

Northern Ireland and brings together a snapshot of some 

of the most recent strategies, reports, statistics and 

articles on this complex and cross-cutting issue. 

Should MLAs or their constituency staff require any 

assistance in accessing the material listed in this digest 

they can contact the Library via the enquiry desk, or by 

email or telephone: library@niassembly.gov.uk  |  028 90 

521250. 
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1     Homelessness Awareness Week Northern Ireland  

 

▪ Homeless Connect, Homelessness Awareness Week Programme 2024 

▪ Homeless Connect, Homelessness Awareness Week, Events 

▪ All Party Group on Youth Participation evidence session on youth homelessness (5 

December 2024). See also the work of the All Party Group on Homelessness 

 

2 Strategies, action plans and programmes 

Departmental 

▪ Housing Executive, Ending Homelessness Together Action Plans for Year One, Year Two 

and Year Three and Year One Progress Report (2023) 

▪ Housing Executive, Sanctuary Scheme Review (January 2023)  

▪ Housing Executive, Ending Homelessness Together: Homelessness Strategy 2022-27 

(2022)  

▪ Housing Executive, Strategic Action Plan for Temporary Accommodation 2022–2027 

(November 2022)  

▪ Department for Communities, Interdepartmental Homelessness Action Plan: Year Four 

Report (2024)  

▪ Department for Communities, Interdepartmental Homelessness Action Plan: Year Four 

(2023)  

▪ Department for Communities, The Supporting People Policy Framework Northern Ireland 

(September 2023) 

▪ Department of Health, Strategic Framework to Tackle the Harm from Substance Use 

2021–31 (September 2021) 

▪ Department for Communities, Supporting People Programme 

▪ Department for Communities, Poverty Policy  

 

Other 

▪ Simon Community, Doing Things Differently: Simon Community’s Strategy 2024-2029 

(March 2024) 

▪ Oak Foundation, Providing housing solutions in Northern Ireland (June 2023)  

▪ The Community Foundation Northern Ireland, Community Solutions to Housing & 

Homelessness (Accessed 20 November 2024) 

 

 

 

https://homelessconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Homelessness-Awareness-Week-2024-Programme.pdf
https://homelessconnect.org/events/
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/mlas/apgdetails.aspx?cid=2138
https://homelessconnect.org/event/apg-on-youth-participation/
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/mlas/apgdetails.aspx?&cid=1895
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/5016a957-f93e-4480-ac05-81b4dc76fcff/Homelessness-Strategy-2022-27-Year-1-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/f82e2297-a070-4aad-ad8e-bdb6fc9668c9/HS-10-09-23-JG-Homelessness-Strategy-2022-27-Year-2-Action-Plan-Accessible.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/ed2fb456-411c-409d-90dd-93d5fb387b09/Homelessness-Strategy-Year-3-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/2bdc28ae-cc67-4ab5-842e-0b3908188971/Year-1-Annual-Progress-Report-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/c368da23-c386-4175-aa76-9122081fea6c/Sanctuary-Scheme-Review.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/73313718-aa0e-4aae-b122-6573dcab88c7/Ending-Homelessness-Together-Homelessness-Strategy-2022-27.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/fd320853-cf6e-4403-908f-d0a0b7dbbaea/Temporary-Accommodation-Strategic-Action-Plan-2022-27.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-inter-departmental-homelessness-action-plan-year4-report.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-inter-departmental-homelessness-action-plan-year4-report.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-inter-departmental-homelessness-action-plan-year4.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-supporting-people-policy-framework-ni.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/substance-use-strategy-2021-31
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/substance-use-strategy-2021-31
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/supporting-people-and-homelessness
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/poverty-policy
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Simon-Community-2024-2029-Strategy-Doing-things-Differently.pdf
https://oakfnd.org/housing-rights-northern-ireland-providing-housing-solutions-in-northern-ireland/
https://communityfoundationni.org/programmes/community-solutions-to-housing-homelessness/
https://communityfoundationni.org/programmes/community-solutions-to-housing-homelessness/
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3     Research reports 

▪ Simon Community, Simon Community Submission to the Draft Programme for 

Government Consultation 24-27 (November 2024)  

▪ Housing Rights, Briefing paper on Northern Ireland Assembly recall Thursday 8th August 

(August 2024) 

▪ Chartered Institute of Housing, CIH Northern Ireland's agenda for change: Tackling the 

housing and homelessness crisis (August 2024)  

▪ Simon Communities of Ireland & Simon Community, Under the Radar: Unveiling Hidden 

Homelessness Across the Island of Ireland (May 2024)  

▪ Simon Community, Access to healthcare for women experiencing homelessness (March 

2024) 

▪ Northern Ireland Audit Office, Work in Progress – Homelessness (November 2023) 

▪ Eileen Mitchell, Dermot O’Reilly, Diarmuid O’Donovan, Declan Bradley, Predictors and 

Consequences of Homelessness: Protocol for a Cohort Study Design Using Linked 

Routine Data JMIR Research Protocols (July 2023) 

▪ Housing Rights, Putting the US into hoUSing (June 2023) 

▪ NICCY/QUB Centre for Children’s Rights, A Place to Call Home: A rights-based approach 

to understanding the lived experience of children and families facing homelessness or 

housing insecurity (February 2023) 

▪ Simon Community/DePaul, Mental health and homelessness (January 2023)  

▪ Homeless Connect, Staffing Challenges within the Northern Ireland Homelessness Sector 

(September 2022) 

▪ Focus Ireland, From Rebuilding Ireland to Housing for All: International and Irish lessons 

for tackling homelessness (September 2022)  

▪ NICCY/QUB, Scoping Paper to consider Children and Young People affected by 

Homelessness or Housing Insecurity in Northern Ireland (April 2022) 

▪ Housing Executive, Evaluation of the Homelessness Strategy for Northern Ireland 2017 – 

2022 Ending Homelessness Together (April 2022)  

▪ Northern Ireland Youth Forum, kNowhere to Go?: a peer approach to preventing 

homelessness in Northern Ireland (February 2022) 

▪ Simon Community/Ulster University, ‘Hidden’ Homelessness in Northern Ireland (2021)  

▪ Northern Ireland Housing Executive, Research publications on homelessness (Accessed 

18 November 2024) 

▪ ADR UK, Understanding the predictors and consequences of homelessness in Northern 

Ireland (Accessed 18 November 2024)  

 

 

https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Simon-Community-Submission-to-the-Draft-Programme-for-Government-Consultation-Nov-24.pdf
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Simon-Community-Submission-to-the-Draft-Programme-for-Government-Consultation-Nov-24.pdf
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/policy-research/northern-ireland-assembly-recall-thursday-8th-august-briefing-paper-2024-1_3.pdf
https://www.cih.org/publications/cih-northern-ireland-s-agenda-for-change-tackling-the-housing-and-homelessness-crisis/
https://www.cih.org/publications/cih-northern-ireland-s-agenda-for-change-tackling-the-housing-and-homelessness-crisis/
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Under-the-Radar-Unveiling-Hidden-Homelessness-Across-the-Island-of-Ireland-FINAL-1.pdf
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Under-the-Radar-Unveiling-Hidden-Homelessness-Across-the-Island-of-Ireland-FINAL-1.pdf
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/AccessToHealthcareForWomenExperiencingHomelessness_Web_2024-03-22-083704_ijjq.pdf
https://www.niauditoffice.gov.uk/publications/work-progress-homelessness
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10415948/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10415948/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10415948/
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/professionals/policy-and-research/library/putting-us-housing
https://www.niccy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NICCY-Homelessness-A-Place-to-Call-Home-Main-Report.pdf
https://www.niccy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NICCY-Homelessness-A-Place-to-Call-Home-Main-Report.pdf
https://www.niccy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NICCY-Homelessness-A-Place-to-Call-Home-Main-Report.pdf
https://ie.depaulcharity.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/01/Mental-Health-Homelessness-Report-2022.pdf
https://homelessconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/HOMELESS-CONNECT-STAFFING-RESEARCH-REPORT-SEPT-22.pdf
https://www.focusireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/From-Rebuilding-Ireland-to-Housing-for-All_FINALVERSION.pdf
https://www.focusireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/From-Rebuilding-Ireland-to-Housing-for-All_FINALVERSION.pdf
https://www.niccy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NICCY-QUB-Homelesss-Scoping-Paper-April-2022.pdf
https://www.niccy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NICCY-QUB-Homelesss-Scoping-Paper-April-2022.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/f8808560-25d0-4f49-a2d6-e32e888aced8/an-evaluation-of-the-homelessness-strategy-for-Northern-Ireland.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/getattachment/f8808560-25d0-4f49-a2d6-e32e888aced8/an-evaluation-of-the-homelessness-strategy-for-Northern-Ireland.pdf
https://niyf.org/northern-ireland-youth-forum/knowhere-to-go/
https://niyf.org/northern-ireland-youth-forum/knowhere-to-go/
https://www.ark.ac.uk/ARK/sites/default/files/2022-04/HHreport.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/working-with-us/research/homelessness
https://www.adruk.org/our-work/browse-all-projects/understanding-the-predictors-and-consequences-of-homelessness-in-northern-ireland/
https://www.adruk.org/our-work/browse-all-projects/understanding-the-predictors-and-consequences-of-homelessness-in-northern-ireland/
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4 Statistical sources 

▪ NISRA/Housing Executive/Department for Communities, Northern Ireland Housing 

Bulletin, July-September 2024 (November 2024) 

▪ NISRA/Department for Communities/Housing Executive, Northern Ireland Homelessness 

Bulletin October 2023-March 2024 (June 2024), next edition due for release on 12 

December 2024. 

▪ NISRA/Department for Communities, The Northern Ireland Housing Statistics 2023-2024 

(June 2024), next edition due for release in autumn 2025. 

 

5 Selection of departmental news releases 

▪ Department for Communities, Lyons pays tribute to frontline housing staff following hate 

crime incidents (15 August 2024) 

▪ Department for Communities, Minister announces new funding offer to deliver affordable 

homes for rent (14 May 2024)  

▪ Department for Communities, Minister outlines vision for housing ahead of opening new 

£100m development (20 March 2024) 

▪ Department for Communities, Minister announces a further £3m for Supporting People 

programme (6 March 2024) 

▪ Department for Communities, New housing policy to deliver more affordable rented homes 

(30 March 2023) 

 

6     Selection of media and other articles 

 

▪ 'Record-breaking' emergency housing demand over weekend, BBC News, 25 November 

2024. 

▪ Rise in homelessness ‘deeply concerning’ says charity, Belfast Telegraph, 22 November 

2024.  

▪ Housing Executive annual taxi bill to transport homeless skyrockets to over £260k, Belfast 

Telegraph, 18 November 2024. 

▪ Mobile health clinic bringing vital services to Northern Ireland homeless community, 

Belfast Live, 13 November 2024. 

▪ Northern Ireland charity appeals for help as 5,000 children homeless this Christmas, 

Belfast Live, 11 November 2024. 

▪ Huge increase in NI homelessness over the last decade is laid bare by new figures, 

Belfast Telegraph, 4 November 2024. 

▪ Homeless people encouraged to vote to bring ‘real, solid change’ on housing, Belfast 

Telegraph, 30 October 2024.  

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2024
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2024
https://datavis.nisra.gov.uk/communities/Northern-Ireland-Homelessness-Bulletin-Oct-Mar-2023-24.html
https://datavis.nisra.gov.uk/communities/Northern-Ireland-Homelessness-Bulletin-Oct-Mar-2023-24.html
https://datavis.nisra.gov.uk/communities/northern-ireland-housing-statistics-2023-24.html
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/lyons-pays-tribute-frontline-housing-staff-following-hate-crime-incidents-0
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/lyons-pays-tribute-frontline-housing-staff-following-hate-crime-incidents-0
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-announces-new-funding-offer-deliver-affordable-homes-rent
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-announces-new-funding-offer-deliver-affordable-homes-rent
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-outlines-vision-housing-ahead-opening-new-ps100m-development
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-outlines-vision-housing-ahead-opening-new-ps100m-development
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-announces-further-ps3m-supporting-people-programme
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-announces-further-ps3m-supporting-people-programme
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/new-housing-policy-deliver-more-affordable-rented-homes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crr94w55dzgo
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/rise-in-homelessness-deeply-concerning-says-charity/a846265033.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/housing-executive-annual-taxi-bill-to-transport-homeless-skyrockets-to-over-260k/a2088964498.html
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/mobile-health-clinic-bringing-vital-30351206
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/belfast-news/northern-ireland-charity-appeals-help-30342343
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/huge-increase-in-ni-homelessness-over-the-last-decade-is-laid-bare-by-new-figures/a662736310.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/republic-of-ireland/homeless-people-encouraged-to-vote-to-bring-real-solid-change-on-housing/a35858174.html
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▪ Housing homeless people in glamping pods branded 'desperate', BBC News, 24 October 

2024. 

▪ Belfast feeding station for homeless appealing for supplies as weather turns, Belfast Live, 

12 October 2024.  

▪ Nowhere to Call Home, BBC Spotlight, 9 October 2024. 

▪ 'We’re kids, we’re not ready to be on the streets', BBC News, 8 October 2024.  

▪ Big Sleepout at Stormont to show that ‘homelessness unacceptable’, Belfast Telegraph, 

19 September 2024.  

▪ Housing sector welcomes Northern Ireland draft programme for government as ‘starting 

point’, Housing Today, 11 September 2024.  

▪ NI’s approach to homelessness must change before it becomes ‘unfixable’, warns charity 

boss, Belfast Telegraph, 9 September 2024.  

▪ Housing crisis: 'Bleak picture' as 50 households a day presenting as homeless across NI, 

Belfast Live, 22 August 2024.  

▪ NI Housing Executive chief ‘fully expects’ more homeless on streets and further risk of 

deaths, Belfast Telegraph, 2 August 2024.  

▪ Executive seeks more money as homelessness rises, BBC News, 2 August 2024.  

▪ Homeless sector organisation ‘stands in solidarity’ with Welcome Organisation after graffiti 

threats, Belfast Telegraph, 26 July 2024. 

▪ Threatening graffiti appears near homeless charity, BBC News, 24 July 2024.  

▪ 80,000 people now homeless in Northern Ireland, say Simon Community in ‘shocking’ new 

findings, View Digital, 12 June 2024.  

▪ Temporary accommodation provision dominating homelessness budget, Agenda NI, April 

2024.  

▪ £20m bill to put up NI's homeless in hotels and B&Bs 'highlights need for more social 

housing', Belfast Live, 3 March 2024. 

7 Useful Links 

Assembly Questions on the topic of homelessness can be accessed via this link, or by 

navigating to the AIMS Portal on the Assembly website. 

▪ All Party Group on Homelessness  

▪ Department for Communities - Supporting people and homelessness 

▪ DePaul – Housing First Belfast 

▪ East Belfast Mission 

▪ Extern 

▪ Homeless Connect  

▪ Homeless Connect Members Directory 

▪ Housing Rights advice on homelessness 

▪ MACS 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/czr7g6gxvy8o
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/belfast-news/belfast-feeding-station-homeless-appealing-30121964
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0023w30
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd6qw8yle47o
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/big-sleepout-at-stormont-to-show-that-homelessness-unacceptable/a1955452023.html
https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/housing-sector-welcomes-northern-ireland-draft-programme-for-government-as-starting-point/5131501.article
https://www.housingtoday.co.uk/news/housing-sector-welcomes-northern-ireland-draft-programme-for-government-as-starting-point/5131501.article
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/nis-approach-to-homelessness-must-change-before-it-becomes-unfixable-warns-charity-boss/a1345436545.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/nis-approach-to-homelessness-must-change-before-it-becomes-unfixable-warns-charity-boss/a1345436545.html
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/housing-crisis-bleak-picture-50-29791579
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ni-housing-executive-chief-fully-expects-more-homeless-on-streets-and-further-risk-of-deaths/a382328268.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ni-housing-executive-chief-fully-expects-more-homeless-on-streets-and-further-risk-of-deaths/a382328268.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd1x1nlw099o
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/homeless-sector-organisation-stands-in-solidarity-with-welcome-organisation-after-graffiti-threats/a1534868168.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/homeless-sector-organisation-stands-in-solidarity-with-welcome-organisation-after-graffiti-threats/a1534868168.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cl4ypjg42zgo
https://viewdigital.org/80000-people-now-homeless-in-northern-ireland-say-simon-community-in-shocking-new-findings/
https://viewdigital.org/80000-people-now-homeless-in-northern-ireland-say-simon-community-in-shocking-new-findings/
https://www.agendani.com/temporary-accommodation-provision-dominating-homelessness-budget/
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/20m-bill-put-up-nis-28733314
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/20m-bill-put-up-nis-28733314
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/searchresults.aspx?&qf=0&asb=0&tbm=0&anb=0&abp=0&sp=1&qfv=1&asbv=0&tbmv=1&anbv=0&abpv=0&spv=7&ss=8v5m1NF/37C7TtTeCiuDYw==&per=2&fd=&td=&pm=0&asbt=All%20Members&anbt=All%20Ministers&abpt=All%20Parties&spt=22-27%20(2022%20-%20Present)
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/mlas/apgdetails.aspx?&cid=1895
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/supporting-people-and-homelessness
https://ie.depaulcharity.org/projects/housing-first-belfast/
https://ebm.org.uk/hosford-homelessness/
https://www.extern.org/
https://homelessconnect.org/
https://homelessconnect.org/members-directory/
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/housing-advice/homelessness
https://www.macsni.org/
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▪ NI Direct pages on homelessness 

▪ Salvation Army 

▪ Shelter NI – Quarterly Newsletter 

▪ Simon Community 

▪ Welcome Organisation 

▪ Women’s Aid Federation NI 

 

For more information, or to contact the Research and Information Service, please use the 

following weblink or the QR code below: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-

business/research-and-information-service-raise/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/homelessness
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/ireland
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?u=b78d73f6ed4c070ff6a776dd8&id=2ee9711497
https://simoncommunity.org/
https://www.homelessbelfast.org/
https://www.womensaidni.org/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/research-and-information-service-raise/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/research-and-information-service-raise/
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This information is provided to MLAs in support of their Assembly duties. Whilst we strive to 

ensure that the information provided here is up-to-date, the information on external websites 

referred to may change frequently. 

Topical digests are compiled with brevity in mind; librarians and researchers from the 

Research and Information Service select the subject matter of topical digests – and the 

publications and articles which they contain – on the basis of their relevance to Assembly 

business but, by their very nature, these digests are not comprehensive. 

The Research and Information Service is available to discuss the content of this digest with 

Members and their staff but not with the general public. 

If Members require assistance accessing the content referred to in this digest, or wish to 

propose topics for further topical digests, please contact the Library Enquiry Desk via the 

details below. Please use the QR code above to access the full range of RaISe resources. 

 

Assembly Library 

Telephone: 028 90 521250 

Email: library@niassembly.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

mailto:library@niassembly.gov.uk

