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1 Introduction 

This Topical Digest provides a reading list about arts and culture public funding, budgeting 

and expenditure in Northern Ireland. The department responsible for arts and cultural 

services in Northern Ireland is the Department for Communities (DfC). Although DfC also has 

responsibility for the Creative Industries, this digest is focused on arts and culture public 

finance. While reviewing the information included in this digest, it is useful to acknowledge 

the difference between amounts of exchequer support budgeted for in bid documents 

published during the negotiation process of annual funding rounds and the amount of actual 

expenditure published after a financial year ends by departments and their arm’s length 

bodies in annual reports. There can be stark differences between the two. 

What counts?                                                                                                                       

The culture and arts sectors have raised the issue of under-funding, particularly in 

comparison to other jurisdictions. Comparisons of budgeted figures require careful 

consideration, as often the amount that is bid for during the annual budgeting rounds differs 

to what was subsequently allocated and spent. Also, the grant-in-aid allocated by the 

Department for Communities to the Arts Council, is not the total amount of exchequer funding 

allocated for all of ‘the arts’ in Northern Ireland.          

Definitions                                                                                                                         

HM Treasury uses the United Nations Statistics Division definition of cultural services when 

accounting for public expenditure. This includes:  

▪ Provision of cultural services; administration of cultural affairs; supervision and 

regulation of cultural facilities; 

▪ Operation or support of facilities for cultural pursuits (libraries, museums, art galleries, 

theatres, exhibition halls, monuments, historic houses and sites, zoological and 

botanical gardens, aquaria, arboreta, etc.); production, operation or support of cultural 

events (concerts, stage and film productions, art shows, etc.); and 

▪ Grants, loans or subsidies to support individual artists, writers, designers, composers 

and others working in the arts or to organisations engaged in promoting cultural 

activities. 

                                                                                                             

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/creative-industries
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/Arts-Council-NI-10-year-strategic-plan-2024-2034.pdf#page[6]
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/classifications/Econ/Structure
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These figures also include: national, regional or local celebrations provided they are not 

intended chiefly to attract tourists. 

 

In a recent University of Warwick review of arts funding in the UK, a discussion of what 

counts as ‘the arts’ included the following: 

‘We do not divorce heritage, libraries or media from our consideration of ‘the arts’. 

This is partly due to their inseparability from other arts within much cultural policy 

and funding. It is also on principle: because so much of our heritage and historic 

environment is an artistic inheritance; our libraries are gateways to literature just 

as concert halls and gig venues are gateways to music; our public service 

broadcasters are cultural organisations supporting artistic expression and 

engagement.’ 

Public funding for ‘the arts’ also includes: central and devolved government funds, local 

government funds, National Lottery funds and the BBC licence fee. And, the main public 

bodies in Northern Ireland arts and culture include: Arts Council Northern Ireland (ACNI), 

Northern Ireland Screen, Northern Ireland Museums Council, Libraries Northern Ireland, 

Department for Communities Historic Environment Division, National Museums Northern 

Ireland, and Public Records Office Northern Ireland.   

A useful source of information about the range of arts funding accessed by arts organisations 

in Northern Ireland is ACNI’s annual funding survey results. For 2023, it highlighted that 

ACNI funding accounts for 49% of total sources of public funding for the sample of 83 arts 

organisations that received ACNI annual funding. Also, a recent University of Warwick report 

stated that grant-in-aid income per capita to Arts Council Northern Ireland was £6.99 

compared to £9.46 for Arts Council England, £10.50 for Arts Council Wales and £10.86 for 

Creative Scotland. It also reported between 2009-10 and 2022-23, in real terms, core grant-

in-aid funding of the Arts Councils per person decreased by 18% in England, 22% in 

Scotland, 25% in Wales and 66% in Northern Ireland. Whereas, an OECD report stated that 

in 2019, Northern Ireland spent more per head of the population on recreation, culture and 

religion than any other region in the United Kingdom, including London. This finding is 

consistent with figures for Cultural Services expenditure listed in HM Treasury’s Public 

Expenditure Statistical Analysis found in Table 10.8; where in 2022-23, £121 per head of the 

https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/acni-annual-funding-survey-findings-2023-24.pdf#page=[10]
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/acni-annual-funding-survey-findings-2023-24.pdf#page=[10]
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/991bb520-en.pdf?expires=1726756551&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=E5115E71493142CCC5E85D1D30874F55#page=[224]
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a8dec0a3c2a28abb50d9b9/PESA_2024_CP_Chapter_10_tables.xlsx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a8dec0a3c2a28abb50d9b9/PESA_2024_CP_Chapter_10_tables.xlsx
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population was spent on Cultural Services in Northern Ireland, £62 in England, £78 in 

Scotland and £77 in Wales.  

This reading list therefore provides an overview of public funding, expenditure and budgeting 

information for the arts and cultural services provided by organisations such as HM Treasury, 

the Department for Communities, the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, and a range of 

different reviews of arts funding for Northern Ireland and its neighbouring jurisdictions.  

1 HM Treasury Expenditure Statistics 

▪ Country and Region Analysis, Statistical estimates for the allocation of identifiable 

expenditure, UK identifiable expenditure on services by function per head, found in Table 

A.16 (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Public Expenditure Statistical Analysis, Table 10.4 Total identifiable expenditure on 

services in Northern Ireland by sub-function, 2018-19 to 2022-23 (Accessed 19 

September 2024) 

 

2 Department for Communities  

▪ 2024-25 Budget Document (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended March 2023/24 

▪ Partnership Agreement between the Department for Communities and Arts Council of 

Northern Ireland (March 2024) 

▪ Heritage, Culture and Creativity (HCC) Programme (Accessed 9 September 2024) 

 

3 Arts Council of Northern Ireland  

The Arts Council’s website includes information on funding for organisations and for 

individuals. There is an archive of news articles on funding; a section on other arts funders, 

and the following publications may be useful:  

 

▪ Business Plan 2023-24 (May 2023) (At the time of writing, the Business Plan for 2024-27 

is yet to be published) 

▪ Annual Report and Accounts 2022-23 (January 2024) 

▪ Strategic Plan 2024-34 (May 2024) 

▪ National Lottery Distribution Account 2022-23 (February 2024) 

▪ Annual Review 2022-23 (November 2023) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/country-and-regional-analysis-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/country-and-regional-analysis-2023
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a8dec0a3c2a28abb50d9b9/PESA_2024_CP_Chapter_10_tables.xlsx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a8dec0a3c2a28abb50d9b9/PESA_2024_CP_Chapter_10_tables.xlsx
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dfp/Budget%202024-25%20document%20-%20Final%20Version%2027-6.pdf#page=[34]
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-annual-report-and-accounts-2023-24.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-partnership-agreement-between-dfc-and-acni.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/communities/dfc-partnership-agreement-between-dfc-and-acni.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/heritage-culture-and-creativity-hcc-programme
https://artscouncil-ni.org/
https://artscouncil-ni.org/funding/funding-for-organisations
https://artscouncil-ni.org/funding/funding-for-individuals
https://artscouncil-ni.org/news/funding
https://artscouncil-ni.org/funding/other-funders
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/ACNI-Business-Plan-2023-v5.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.org/resources/annual-report-and-accounts-2022-23
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/acni-10-year-strategy-2024-34.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/ACNI-Lottery-Distribution-Account-2022-23.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/matrix-previews/Annual-Review-23.pdf
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▪ 2023/24 Annual Funding Survey Finding (September 2024) 

▪ 2022/23 Annual Funding Survey Finding (October 2023) 

▪ Response to Department for Communities Consultation 2023-24 Budget Allocations (June 

2023) 

 
4 Local government grant funding 
 

▪ Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, Arts and Heritage Grants (Accessed 9 

September 2024) 

▪ Ards and North Down Borough Council, Arts Grants (Accessed 9 September) 

▪ Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council, Community Grants (September 

2024) 

▪ Belfast City Council, Culture Funding (August 2024) and A City Imagining – Culture 

Strategy (July 2024) 

▪ Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council, Culture, Arts & Heritage Grant (Accessed 9 

September 2024) 

▪ Derry City and Strabane District, Arts and Culture Strategy 2019-2024  

▪ Fermanagh and Omagh District Council, Grants, Sponsorship & Bursaries (Accessed 9 

September) 

▪ Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council, Community Grants (Accessed 9 September) 

▪ Mid & East Antrim Borough Council, Online Grants Hub (Accessed 9 September 2024) 

▪ Mid Ulster District Council, Dungannon, Strategic Arts and Culture Grants (Accessed 9 

September 20204) 

▪ Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, Culture, Arts and Heritage Strategy 2022—

2027 (July 2022) 

 

5 Other sources of arts funding  

▪ The National Lottery Community Fund, National Lottery Awards for All Northern Ireland 

(Accessed 9 September 2024) 

▪ The National Lottery Heritage Fund, Northern Ireland (Accessed 9 September 2024) 

▪ Northern Ireland Screen, Funding (Accessed 9 September 2024) and Business Plan 2024-

25 (July 2024) 

▪ The PRS Foundation, Funding (May 2024) 

▪ Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Funding (September 2024) 

▪ Jerwood Foundation, Funding (August 2024) 

https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/acni-annual-funding-survey-findings-2023-24.pdf#page=[10]
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/acni-annual-funding-survey-findings-2022-23.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/dfc-eqia-acni-response-june2023.pdf
https://antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk/residents/grants-funding/arts-heritage/
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/Arts-Grants
https://www.armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk/resident/community-grants/?fbclid=IwY2xjawEpYqdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHT8hb-_vOE37yGQIDkyqYBSY_yaQ58dny7VRlbT-2Mqw-Z9MKL-u4S1wEg_aem_m0fdHIdrCgvS0NfxdlhheA
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/things-to-do/tourism-and-culture/culture/culture-funding
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/a-city-imagining
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/a-city-imagining
https://www.causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk/grantsandfunding/culturearts-heritage-grant#:~:text=The%20Culture%20Arts%20%26%20Heritage%20grant,heritage%20events%2C%20projects%20and%20activities
https://www.derrystrabane.com/getmedia/9257bf07-909d-4eae-9537-47d9f75e8c28/Arts-and-Culture-Strategy-2019-2024-(2).pdf
https://www.fermanaghomagh.com/services/sponsorship-grants-bursaries/
https://www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/w/community-grants
https://midandeastantrim.submit.com/
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/grants/rolling-grants/grant-categories-2023-2024
https://www.newrymournedown.org/media/uploads/nmddc_arts_culture_heritage_strategy_update_2022-2027(1).pdf
https://www.newrymournedown.org/media/uploads/nmddc_arts_culture_heritage_strategy_update_2022-2027(1).pdf
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/awards-for-all-northern-ireland#section-1
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/in-your-area/northern-ireland
https://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/funding/
https://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Business-Plan-24-25.pdf
https://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Business-Plan-24-25.pdf
https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/
https://www.phf.org.uk/funding
https://jerwood.org/funding/
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▪ Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Grants (September 2024)  

▪ Ulster Garden Villages, What We Fund (April 2024) and Annual Report 2023  

▪ The Community Foundation Northern Ireland, Applying For A Grant (April 2024) 

▪ Foyle Foundation, Arts Charities (August 2024) 

▪ Halifax Foundation Northern Ireland, Plan Your Funding (June 2024) 

▪ The Ireland Funds, Grants (July 2024) 

▪ British Council Northern Ireland, Artists' International Development Fund (April 2024) 

▪ The Arts Council of Ireland/An Chomhairle Ealaíon, Available Funding (August 2024) 

▪ Culture Ireland/Cultúr Éireann, Support Schemes (May 2024) 

 

 
6 Reports, research and funding trackers 

▪ OECD Recreation, culture and religion as a share of subnational government spending 

(June 2022) 

▪ Equity, Arts funding tracker (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Professional, Arts funding in the devolved nations (December 2022) 

▪ Campaign for the Arts and The University of Warwick, The State of the Arts (July 2024) 

▪ Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Working and Living Conditions of Artists in Northern 

Ireland (April 2024) 

▪ J Wright and A FitzGibbon ‘Collaborative cultural leadership: Northern Ireland’s response 

to the COVID-19 crisis’ in A Gilmore, D O’Brien and B Walmsley (eds) Pandemic Culture 

(2024) pp163-184 

▪ S Hadley and S Woodley, ‘The Future of Cross-Border Cooperation in the Arts: Research 

▪ and Policy Findings from Ireland and Northern Ireland’, Irish Studies in International Affairs 

(2023) Volume 34, pp48-77 

▪ V Durrer, A Gilmore and D Stevenson, ‘Arts councils, policy-making and “the local”’, 

Cultural Trends (2019) Volume 28, pp317-331 

▪ ArtsMatterNI, Briefing for Department for Communities (May 2018) 

▪ G Moriarty ‘Grown from Shattered Glass: A View from Northern Ireland’ in A Jeffers and G 

Moriarty (eds) Culture, Democracy and the Right to Make Art (2017) pp115-130 

▪ M Jennings, M Beirne and S Knight ‘Just about coping’: precarity and resilience among 

applied theatre and community arts workers in Northern Ireland, Irish Journal of Arts 

Management & Cultural Policy (2016/17) Volume 4, pp14-24 

 

 

 

https://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/our-support/grants/
https://ulstergardenvillages.co.uk/what-we-fund
https://ulstergardenvillages.co.uk/sites/default/files/UGV%20Annual%20Report%202024.pdf
https://communityfoundationni.org/achieving-impact/applying-for-a-grant/
https://foylefoundation.org.uk/home/arts-charities/
https://www.halifaxfoundationni.org/plan-your-funding/
https://irelandfunds.org/grants/
https://nireland.britishcouncil.org/opportunities/artists-international-development-fund
https://www.artscouncil.ie/available-funding/
https://www.cultureireland.ie/funding/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/the-culture-fix_991bb520-en/full-report/component-17.html#chapter-d1e25516
https://www.equity.org.uk/campaigns-policy/arts-funding-tracker
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/article/arts-funding-devolved-nations
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/The-State-of-the-Arts.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/Working-and-Living-Conditions-of-Artists-In-Northern-Ireland.pdf
https://artscouncil-ni.s3-assets.com/Working-and-Living-Conditions-of-Artists-In-Northern-Ireland.pdf
https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/92101/1/9781526168375.pdf#page=184
https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/92101/1/9781526168375.pdf#page=184
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/423/article/886124/pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/423/article/886124/pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09548963.2019.1644795#abstract
https://www.artsmatterni.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/AMNI-WorthLess-No-Worth-More.pdf
https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/58801/9781474258388.pdf?sequence=1#page=130
https://ojs.tchpc.tcd.ie/index.php/ijamcp/article/view/2361/697
https://ojs.tchpc.tcd.ie/index.php/ijamcp/article/view/2361/697
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7 RaISe papers and visualisations 

▪ RaISe Service Briefing Paper, Impact of COVID-19 on arts and culture in Northern Ireland 

(18 December 2020) 

▪ RaISe Data Visualisation, How has Arts Council NI COVID-19 emergency funding been 

distributed to arts organisations? (9 March 2021) 

▪ RaISe Briefing Paper, Local council spending on culture and heritage (2 March 2015) 

▪ RaISe Briefing Paper, Non-governmental funding for arts organisations (29 September 

2014) 

▪ RaISe Briefing Paper, Background briefing: Arts Council of Northern Ireland (10 June 

2011) 

 

Assembly Questions on the topic of arts funding can be accessed via this link, or by 

navigating to the AIMS Portal on the Assembly website. 

 

8 Scotland  

▪ Scottish Parliament Information Centre, Trends in Funding for Culture (June 2023)  

▪ Scottish Parliament, Funding Culture in Communities (14 September 2023) 

▪ Scottish Parliament, Putting Artists In The Picture: A Sustainable Arts Funding System For 

Scotland (12 December 2019) 

▪ Scottish Parliament, Pre-Budget Scrutiny 24-25: Funding for Culture (Accessed 19 

September 2024) 

▪ Scottish Government Draft Budget 24/25 (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Scottish Government Investing in cultural infrastructure (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Scottish Government, Annual culture funding (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Scottish Government, A Culture Strategy for Scotland (February 2020) 

▪ Creative Scotland Funding Programmes (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

▪ Creative Scotland Other sources of support (Accessed 19 September 2024) 

 

9 Wales 

▪ Welsh Parliament Assistance for the arts – a guide for constituents (May 2021) 

▪ Arts Council of Wales, Strategic Plan (April 2023) 

▪ Arts Council of Wales, Investment review 2023 (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council of Wales, Funding for individuals (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council of Wales, Funding for organsiations (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

https://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/2017-2022/communities/research-papers-2020/impact-of-covid-19-on-arts-and-culture-in-northern-ireland/
https://www.assemblyresearchmatters.org/2021/03/09/how-has-arts-council-ni-covid-19-emergency-funding-been-distributed-to-arts-organisations/
https://www.assemblyresearchmatters.org/2021/03/09/how-has-arts-council-ni-covid-19-emergency-funding-been-distributed-to-arts-organisations/
https://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/raise/publications/2015/cal/5015.pdf
https://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/raise/publications/2014/culture_arts_leisure/9714.pdf
https://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/raise/publications/2011/culture-arts-leisure/8111.pdf
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/searchresults.aspx?&qf=0&asb=0&tbm=0&anb=0&abp=0&sp=1&qfv=1&asbv=0&tbmv=1&anbv=0&abpv=0&spv=7&ss=bKKl5zSEkyhxgdXttBY4cw==&per=2&fd=&td=&pm=0&asbt=All%20Members&anbt=All%20Ministers&abpt=All%20Parties&spt=22-27%20(2022%20-%20Present)
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2023/06/12/trends-in-funding-for-culture/
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/CEEAC/2023/9/14/4c816e37-a817-4de7-b22e-4b4c924d81fd#6472ec4e-3f22-490a-896b-1f1a36ce7e2a.dita
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/CTEEA/2019/12/10/Putting-Artists-In-The-Picture--A-Sustainable-Arts-Funding-System-For-Scotland#Executive-Summary
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/CTEEA/2019/12/10/Putting-Artists-In-The-Picture--A-Sustainable-Arts-Funding-System-For-Scotland#Executive-Summary
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/CEEAC/2023/11/7/e0f4e5fc-d258-424d-a917-b764980726f6#Introduction
https://www.creativescotland.com/news-stories/latest-news/archive/2023/12/scottish-government-draft-budget-202425
https://www.gov.scot/policies/arts-culture-heritage/investing-in-cultural-infrastructure/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/arts-culture-heritage/annual-culture-funding/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/02/culture-strategy-scotland/documents/culture-strategy-scotland/culture-strategy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/culture-strategy-scotland.pdf
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes
https://www.creativescotland.com/resources-publications/other-sources-of-support
https://research.senedd.wales/media/gjopx0eo/arts-english.pdf
https://arts.wales/about-us/strategy
https://arts.wales/investment-review
https://arts.wales/funding/individuals
https://arts.wales/funding/funding-for-organisations
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10  England  

▪ House of Commons, The funding decisions of Arts Council England (January 2023) 

▪ House of Commons, Arts Funding: Statistics (July 2016) 

▪ House of Lords, Arts Council England: Funding and regional distribution (December 2022) 

▪ Arts Council England, Open Funds (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council England, National Lottery Project Grants (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council England, Other sources of funding (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Creative Industries Policy and Evidence Centre, A new deal for arts funding in England 

(12 January 2023)  

▪ Department for Culture, Media and Sport, Culture Secretary declares culture, media and 

sport sectors crucial to national growth mission-press release (July 2024) 

 

11   Ireland  

▪ Arts Council Ireland, Available funding (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council Ireland, How the arts council funds and supports the arts (Accessed 20 

September 2024) 

▪ Arts Council Ireland, Strategic funding (September 2024) 

▪ Culture Ireland, What we do (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Culture Ireland, Funding (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

▪ Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Culture 2025 (April 

2019) 

▪ Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Basic Income for the 

Arts Pilot Scheme and Minister announces €6million in funding for artist workspaces 

nationwide-press release (Accessed 20 September 2024) 

 

12 Selection of media and other articles 

▪ Funding a Resilient Creative and Cultural Infrastructure. Arts & Business Northern Ireland, 

3 September 2024 

▪ Arts finances in worst state for five years. Arts Professional, 29 August 2024 

▪ Local government funding for culture and leisure down £2.3bn since 2010. Museums 

Journal, 5 August 2024 

▪ LGA infographics reveal fragmented culture funding needs reform. Local Government 

Association, 31 July 2024 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cdp-2023-0006/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7655/
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/arts-council-england-funding-and-regional-distribution/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/ProjectGrants
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/other-sources-funding-0
https://pec.ac.uk/blog_entries/a-new-deal-for-arts-funding-in-england/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/culture-secretary-declares-culture-media-and-sport-sectors-crucial-to-national-growth-mission
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/culture-secretary-declares-culture-media-and-sport-sectors-crucial-to-national-growth-mission
https://www.artscouncil.ie/available-funding/
https://www.artscouncil.ie/arts-in-ireland/
https://author.artscouncil.ie/Funds/Strategic-Funding/
https://www.cultureireland.ie/about/
https://www.cultureireland.ie/funding/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/62616d-culture-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09cf6-basic-income-for-the-arts-pilot-scheme/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09cf6-basic-income-for-the-arts-pilot-scheme/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/6e43b-minister-martin-announces-6-million-in-funding-to-deliver-artist-workspaces-nationwide/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/6e43b-minister-martin-announces-6-million-in-funding-to-deliver-artist-workspaces-nationwide/
https://www.artsandbusinessni.org.uk/blog/2024/september/funding-a-resilient-creative-and-cultural-infrastructure
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/news/exclusive-arts-finances-worst-state-five-years
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/08/local-government-funding-for-culture-and-leisure-down-2-3bn-since-2010/
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-infographics-reveal-fragmented-culture-funding-needs-reform
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▪ ‘We put our heart and souls into this for little reward’: NI artists earning just £11,200 a year 

from work. Belfast Telegraph, 19 July 2024 

▪ A fresh blueprint for funding arts organisations. Arts Professional, 2 July 2024 

▪ Summer of creativity ahead as ‘Bank of Ideas’ recipients are announced. Belfast City 

Council, 20 June 2024 

▪ Stormont short-sighted on arts funding – Lightbody. BBC News, 16 June 2024 

▪ Imelda Staunton and Olivia Colman call for urgent political support for the arts. The 

Guardian, 12 June 2024 

▪ 'Our shows can be as good as anything in Belfast'. BBC News, 26 May 2024 

▪ Arts Council Northern Ireland publishes 10-year strategy. Arts Professional, 8 May 2024 

▪ ISM raises concerns about cuts to Northern Ireland arts funding. ISM (Independent 

Society of Musicians), 28 April 2024 

▪ Arts Council of Northern Ireland warns of 10% funding cuts. BBC News, 7 April 2024 

▪ Belfast 2024 programme to spotlight city's cultural and community spirit. Belfast Live, 2 

March 2024 

▪ Will the restoration of Stormont benefit the arts in Northern Ireland? Arts Professional, 20 

February 2024 

▪ Chart-topping young pianist urges Stormont to ‘protect the production line of new NI stars’. 

Belfast Telegraph, 4 January 2024 

▪ The arts ‘give colour to the world’ – but cuts pushing NI sector to ‘crisis point’. Belfast 

Telegraph, 27 October 2023  

▪ 'Imbalance' in NW arts funding raised as Derry artist speaks of challenges. Derry Journal, 

11 October 2023 

▪ Concern over impact of 5% cuts to Northern Ireland’s museum bodies. Museums Journal, 

23 May 2023 

▪ Equity: Actors union says it will fight cuts to NI arts. BBC News, 25 April 2023 

▪ Cost of living: NI artists call for more funding to support sector. BBC News, 10 December 

2022 

▪ Arts funding in the devolved nations. Arts Professional, 8 December 2022 

▪ Councillors seek answers over distribution of arts funding as Belfast received 11 times 

more than Derry. Belfast Telegraph, 13 April 2022 

▪ £500,000 Dormant Accounts grant supports positive Blueprint for the Arts. News Letter, 16 

September 2021 

▪ NI arts sector critical of Stormont over funding delay. Belfast Telegraph, 22 September 

2020 

▪ Survival and sustenance; the challenge for the Arts. News Letter, 20 August 2020 
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https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/theatre-arts/we-put-our-heart-and-souls-into-this-for-little-reward-ni-artists-earning-just-11200-a-year-from-work/a227393356.html
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/378/feature/fresh-blueprint-funding-arts-organisations
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/News/Summer-of-creativity-ahead-as-Bank-of-Ideas-recipi
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp664rgkneno
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/article/2024/jun/12/imelda-staunton-and-olivia-colman-call-for-urgent-political-support-for-the-arts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjjjd5e0047o
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/news/arts-council-northern-ireland-publishes-10-year-strategy
https://www.ism.org/news/ism-raises-concerns-about-cuts-to-northern-ireland-arts-funding/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-65195200
https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/belfast-2024-programme-spotlight-citys-28729422
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/article/will-restoration-stormont-benefit-arts-northern-ireland
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music/chart-topping-young-pianist-urges-stormont-to-protect-the-production-line-of-new-ni-stars/a1932243121.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/theatre-arts/the-arts-give-colour-to-the-world-but-cuts-pushing-ni-sector-to-crisis-point/a605377918.html
https://www.derryjournal.com/business/imbalance-in-nw-arts-funding-raised-as-derry-artist-speaks-of-challenges-4368205
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2023/05/concern-over-impact-of-5-cuts-to-northern-irelands-museum-bodies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-65391285
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-63594673
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/article/arts-funding-devolved-nations
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/councillors-seek-answers-over-distribution-of-arts-funding-as-belfast-received-11-times-more-than-derry/41550583.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/councillors-seek-answers-over-distribution-of-arts-funding-as-belfast-received-11-times-more-than-derry/41550583.html
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/business/consumer/ps500000-dormant-accounts-grant-supports-positive-blueprint-for-the-arts-3385285
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ni-arts-sector-critical-of-stormont-over-funding-delay/39551032.html
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/whats-on/arts-and-entertainment/survival-and-sustenance-the-challenge-for-the-arts-2948351
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This information is provided to MLAs in support of their 

Assembly duties and is not intended to address the specific 

circumstances of any particular individual or organisation. 

Inclusion of a resource does not imply endorsement of any 

particular viewpoint. Whilst we strive to ensure that the 

information provided here is up to date, the information on 

external websites referred to may change frequently. This 

leaflet should not be relied upon as providing legal or 

professional advice, nor as a substitute for it. A suitably 

qualified professional should be consulted if specific advice 

or information is required. 

The Research and Information Service is available to 

discuss the content of this briefing with Members and their 

staff, but not with the general public. 

For more information, please use the following weblink or 

QR code:  http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-

business/research-and-information-service-raise/ 

 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/research-and-information-service-raise/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/research-and-information-service-raise/



