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All young drivers are at high risk of crashing 
 

2004, OECD Countries 

15 to 24 year olds constitute 27% of driver fatalities, but 10% of 
population. “They pose a greater risk than other drivers to 
themselves, their passengers and other road users” (OECD, 
2006) 

UK : 

1 in 5 crash within 6 months of licence. 

4 people killed or seriously injured each day in crashes  

involving young drivers. 



 2008-10   YD All % 

Northern 
Ireland 
  

Crashes 2707 15433 17.5% 
Casualties 4782 23493 20.4% 
Fatalities 51 226 22.6% 

England 
  
  

Crashes 41400 391427 10.6% 
Casualties 67302 519004 13.0% 
Fatalities 543 5013 10.8% 

Scotland 
  
  

Crashes 3482 30491 11.4% 
Casualties 5084 38815 13.1% 
Fatalities 88 608 14.5% 

Wales 
  
  

Crashes 2996 18763 16.0% 
Casualties 5084 26410 19.3% 
Fatalities 47 311 15.1% 



Many fatalities & injuries but no so many licenses  



Age 

Exuberance, risk taking, 
peer pressure, 
sensation and thrill 
seeking 

 

 

Inexperience 

Psychomotor skills, 
hazard perception, 
judgment, decision 
making 

 

Joy riders 

“the irresponsible minority” 

What accounts for the pattern? 



Crash risk 
 

• Drops dramatically in the first year 

• Initial crash risk is higher with earlier driving age 

 

 

 



•Most teens involved in fatal crashes do not 
have prior violations or crashes on their records. 
 
•Many “model” teens are killed in car crashes.  
 

•Disproportionately high crash rate amongst 
young drivers from all backgrounds... Though 
there is a ‘social deprivation effect’ 
 

•(In)experience, age and gender are key factors 
in understanding the casualty pattern.  
  

 







Education & Training: 

Pre-driver school based education 

Driver training 

Post-licence driver training 

Legislation & Enforcement of existing legislation  

What is to be done?  

Graduated Driving Licenses 



Opportunity to gain experience under conditions of reduced risk 

 

Initial Phase. Driving only under supervision. 

 

Intermediate phase: learner to full licence …  

‘Permission’ granted to drive unsupervised, but  

Permission not given for such things as night time driving, carrying passengers, 
drinking any alcohol. 

 

 

 

Graduated Driving Licenses. 



 
• Systematic Reviews suggest between 4% - 60% decrease in casualties among 

newly qualified drivers. 
 

• Foss (North Carolina, 2001), 47% reduction in night-time crashes for 16 year old 
drivers. Shope (Michigan, 2001) 46% reduction. 
 

• Hallmark (Iowa, 2008) 30% overall reduction in crashes. 
 

• Langley (NZ,1996); Males (California, 2007) 44% & 37% reduction in 
hospitalizations. 
 

• Teens feel less ‘pressured’ into driving in situations that they are not comfortable 
with 
 

• Cochrane review – only positive effects. GDL systems differ, but all seemingly 
produce reduction in fatalities and injuries. 

 

Any Evidence? 







So why not do it? 

Various kinds of objection 

 

•E.g. civil liberties 

•Difficulties for YDs in rural areas 

•Young people often take jobs at unsocial hours 

•Affect educational opportunities 

•Affect employment opportunities 

•Affect opportunities for social life 

•Etc …..Etc … 

 

 



Proposed Research  (NIPHR) 









The End 


