FROM THE MINISTER

i

Our ref: SUB/1295/2015
02 October 2015

Mr Robin Swann MLA
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings
Ballymiscaw

Stormont

Robin, a chara

Department of MANKYSTRIE O

! Fowkgates, Airts
Culture, Arts unticedon

and Leisure ==

Cultiir, Ealaion
ww.dealni.gov.uk agus Foilliochta

Causeway Exchange

1 — 7 Bedford Street

Belfast BT2 7TEG

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9025 5168
Email: assembly@dcalni.gov.uk

| am writing to inform you about developments concerning the Ministerial
Advisory Group Ulster Scots Academy (MAGUS) and to update the response
| provided to you about its remit in AQW 43159/11-15 on 19 March 2015.

Earlier in the summer, | asked senior departmental officials to commission a
review of the MAGUS to assess its effectiveness and to inform decisions
about its future role. Officials are being supported in this review by one of the
Strategic Investment Board’s Advisory team members. | expect the review to

be completed shortly.

| have also extended the term of office for the current MAGUS Chair and
Board members to 31 December 2015. This reflects my revised position from

that provided to you in my answer of 19 March.
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