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LEGISLATIVE COMPETENCE 

 

At Introduction the Minister for Communities had made the following statement under 

section 9 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998: 

 

“In my view the Pensions (Extension of Automatic Enrolment) Bill would be within 

the legislative competence of the Northern Ireland Assembly.” 
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Pensions (Extension of Automatic Enrolment)

A

BILL

TO
Make provision about the extension of pensions automatic enrolment to jobholders 
under  the  age  of  22;  to  make  provision  about  the  lower  qualifying  earnings 
threshold for automatic enrolment; and for connected purposes.

E IT ENACTED by being passed by the Northern Ireland Assembly and 
assented to by His Majesty as follows:B

Automatic enrolment: persons and earnings affected 
1.—(1) The Pensions (No. 2) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 is amended as follows.

(2) In section 3 (automatic enrolment), after subsection (1) insert—
“(1A) The Department may by regulations amend subsection (1)(a) so 

as to decrease the age for the time being specified in that paragraph.”.
(3) In section 5 (automatic re-enrolment), after subsection (1B) insert—

“(1C) The Department may by regulations amend subsections (1)(a) and 
(1A)(a) so as to  decrease either or both of the ages for the time being 
specified in those paragraphs.”.

(4) After section 13 (qualifying earnings) insert—

“Qualifying earnings: reduction or removal of lower limit
13A.—(1) The Department may by regulations—

(a) amend section 13(1)(a) so as to reduce the amount for the time 
being specified in that paragraph, or

(b) repeal—
(i) section 9 (workers without qualifying earnings), and

(ii) section 13(1)(a).
(2)  Regulations  under  this  section  may  include  such  amendments, 

repeals or revocations of any provision of this Act or any other statutory 
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provision as appear to the Department to be expedient in consequence of 
the repeal of sections 9 and 13(1)(a).”.

(5) In  section  112(4)  (orders  or  regulations  subject  to  the  confirmatory 
procedure), in paragraph (a), after “section” insert “3(1A), 5(1C), 13A,”.

Report on the operation of powers affecting age and qualifying earnings
2.—(1) The Department for Communities must lay before the Assembly a report 

setting out its assessment of the effects of any changes made by regulations under 
section 3(1A), 5(1C) or 13A of the Pensions (No. 2) Act (Northern Ireland) 2008.

(2) The report must be laid at least 36 months, and no more than 42 months, 
after the coming into operation of the first regulations made under any of section 
3(1A), 5(1C) or 13A of that Act.

Commencement and short title 
3.—(1) Section 1 comes into operation on such day or days as the Department 

for Communities may by order appoint.
(2) This section comes into operation on the day after this Act receives Royal 

Assent.
(3) This Act may be cited as the Pensions (Extension of Automatic Enrolment) 

Act (Northern Ireland) 2025.
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A Bill to make provision about the extension of pensions automatic enrolment to 

jobholders under the age of 22; to make provision about the lower qualifying earnings 

threshold for automatic enrolment; and for connected purposes. 
 
 

Introduced by:   Mr Gordon Lyons, Minister for Communities 

 

On:    20 May 2024 

 

As amended at 

Consideration Stage:  28 January 2025 

 

Bill Type:   Executive Bill 
 

 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS 

An Explanatory and Financial Memorandum is printed separately as  

NIA Bill   04/22-27 EFM - REVISED. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Published by the Northern Ireland Assembly under the Open Northern 

Ireland Assembly Licence (http://data.niassembly.gov.uk/licence.aspx) 

 
The information contained in this document is available online 

www.niassembly.gov.uk 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Parliament Buildings 

Ballymiscaw 

Stormont 

Belfast BT4 3XX 
 
 

Telephone: 028 90 521137 

Textphone: 028 90 521209 
 

E-mail: info@niassembly.gov.uk                                                                   ISBN: 978-1-78619-724-5 

 

http://data.niassembly.gov.uk/licence.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/
mailto:info@niassembly.gov.uk



