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11 June 2012

Dear Minister,

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission is required,
pursuant to Section 69 (3) of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, to
advise the Executive on legislative and other measures that ought
to be taken to protect human rights. In accordance with this
function I am writing in relation to the issue of equal access to
marriage.

By virtue of not being an excepted matter under Schedule 2 or a
reserved matter under Schedule 3 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998,
the issue of marriage falls within the competency of the Northern
Ireland Assembly and more specifically the Department of Finance
and Personnel.

As you will be aware the UK Government is currently undertaking a
consultation on the issue of equal civil marriage in order to consider
how the ban on same-sex couples access to a civil marriage can be
removed. The Scottish Government has also recently completed a
consultation on the same issue and further response is awaited on
the results.

The Commission is conscious of these developments in both
Scotland and England and Wales, and the possible implications that
any legislative change may have on Northern Ireland. The
Commission has responded to the UK Government Equalities Office
consultation and I enclose a copy of our submission for your
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The Commission welcomes any further engagement on the issue of
equal access to marriage and stands prepared to provide further
advice should this be required.

Yours sincerely,

Professor O’Flaherty
Chief Commissioner

Encl. (1)
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