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Introduction

1  Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.

I confirm that I have read the privacy notice.

2  What is your name?

Please provide information to support your answer.:

3  What is your email address?

Please provide information to support your answer.:

4  If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.

Please provide information to support your answer.:

5  The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

I would like my views to be anonymous and understand that my name and organisation details will be withheld, along with any identifiers in the
response, but my views will still be published.

Clause 1 - Tree preservation orders: councils

6  Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7  Please provide information to support your answer here:

Accessible:

These seem reasonable conditions to apply to consideration of protections.

Clause 2 - Provisional tree preservation orders

8  Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Often, trees may be removed while TPOs are under consideration so protecting the tree while wider consideration happens is very sensible. If there are
no objections to the TPO this saves resources in that the order can be made permanent.

Clause 3 - Penalties for contravention of tree preservation orders

10  Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This ensures that those who enable damage are equally culpable to those who inflict the harm. This seems an important means of closing a loophole.

Clause 4 - Replacement of trees



12  Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

It creates a reasonable balance of responsibilities between the land owner, council and anyone who damages a tree.

Clause 5 - Council to inspect replacement trees

14  Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Yes

15  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This is a sensible requirement and allows monitoring via photographic evidence as well as site visits, lessening any potential resource implications.

Clause 6 - Enforcement of duties as to replacement of trees

16  Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The need to replace a mature tree with a heavy standard tree is reasonable and ensuring that this is happens and the cost is, in so far as possible, carried
by the person responsible for the breach is important.

Clause 7 - Tree Protection Map

18  Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Yes

19  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Providing a comprehensive map, accessible by the public, is vital to allowing the public to raise any concerns about a protected tree.

Clause 8 - Determination of planning applications

20  Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?

Yes

21  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This ensures that the importance of ancient woodlands and key trees is properly considered and given proper weight in planning considerations. Whilst it
doesn't prevent development in all cases, it requires the developer to consider any mitigation. This seems to strike a sensible balance.

Clause 9 - Permitted Development

22  Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?

Yes

23  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:



This seems a reasonable restriction on permitted development.

Clause 10 - Ecosystem services

24  Do you agree with Clause 10 of the Bill?

Unsure

25  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

I have no strong views on this clause.

Clause 11 - Interpretation: 2011 Act

26  Do you agree with Clause 11 of the Bill?

Yes

27  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

No addition comment on this.

Clause 12 - Interpretation: 2015 Order

28  Do you agree with Clause 12 of the Bill?

Yes

29  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Again, no additional comments to make.

Clause 13 - Interpretation: general

30  Do you agree with Clause 13 of the Bill?

Yes

31  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Again, I have no additional comments on this clause.

Clause 14 - Commencement

32  Do you agree with Clause 14 of the Bill?

Yes

33  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This provides adequate time for Councils and others to adapt to the new legislation and prepare for its implementation.


