Response ID ANON-6H2D-4Y6M-4

Submitted to Tree Protection Bill - Call for Evidence
Submitted on 2026-09-11 18:16:40

Introduction

1 Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.
| confirm that | have read the privacy notice.
2 What is your name?

Please provide information to support your answer.:
Gemma Harkin

3 What is your email address?

Please provide information to support your answer.:

4 If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.
Please provide information to support your answer.:

5 The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

| am content for my information, including details of my name and organisation, to be published in the survey results.
Clause 1 - Tree preservation orders: councils

6 Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7 Please provide information to support your answer here:
Accessible:

TPOs require strong support and regulatory oversight. Far too many trees with TPOs get cut down due to new housing development as has happened in
Prehen (BT47). Other trees under TPO have been felled at the behest of insurance companies in Prehen too.

Clause 2 - Provisional tree preservation orders

8 Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

This is a reasonable point

Clause 3 - Penalties for contravention of tree preservation orders
10 Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

This is a welcome addition

Clause 4 - Replacement of trees



12 Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Native species replacement trees is supported

Clause 5 - Council to inspect replacement trees

14 Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Yes

15 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This is welcomed and will require the appropriate Human Resources power to implement

Clause 6 - Enforcement of duties as to replacement of trees

16 Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

This could prove problematic to implement

Clause 7 - Tree Protection Map

18 Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Yes

19 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

The TPO map should be easily accessible

Clause 8 - Determination of planning applications

20 Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?
Yes
21 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Very welcome addition to protect ancient woodlands and provide a 15 m buffer zone. Evidence had shown that when houses are built beside Prehen
ancient woodlands with less than 15m buffer zone the new house owners cut down trees.

Clause 9 - Permitted Development

22 Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?

Yes

23 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Welcomed addition



Clause 10 - Ecosystem services

24 Do you agree with Clause 10 of the Bill?

Yes

25 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Welcome addition

Clause 11 - Interpretation: 2011 Act

26 Do you agree with Clause 11 of the Bill?

Yes

27 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Ancient Woodland must be protected and the above criteria for such is reasonable

Clause 12 - Interpretation: 2015 Order

28 Do you agree with Clause 12 of the Bill?

Yes

29 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

No further comment

Clause 13 - Interpretation: general

30 Do you agree with Clause 13 of the Bill?

Yes

31 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Seems reasonable

Clause 14 - Commencement

32 Do you agree with Clause 14 of the Bill?

Yes

33 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

The sooner the better



