Response ID ANON-6Z2U-8Z6W-P

Submitted to Display of Flags and Emblems - Call for Evidence
Submitted on 2026-07-29 11:13:07

Introduction

1 Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.
| confirm that | have read the privacy notice.
2 What is your name?

Name:
Andrew Matthews

3 What is your email address?

Email:

4 If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.
Organisation:

5 The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

| am content for my information, including details of my name and organisation, to be published in the survey results.
Clause 1: Removal of flags or emblems in the public interest

6 Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Itis the duty of the Dol to handle these things, as it ensures removal of inappropriate flags, and also cleans up the place when flags are left to get
tattered. Dol have the infrastructure and facilities to safely remove these things.

Clause 2: Sensitive places

8 Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Places shouldn't be ‘claimed’ by a certain community. Removing flags from sensitive areas is a crucial part of this bill as it will ensure no one is intimidated
in areas, and that communal spaces are for everyone, no matter background

Clause 3: Procedure for / notification of, or giving views on, flags or emblems

10 Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

We have the Parades Commission for the same reason, people need permission to walk down a street, so people should also seek permission to

decorate a public street with flags. It means for events like the 12th there can be control over how much is decorated, safety around doing so, and a
deadline for when things needs removed again. It makes sense



Clause 4: Code of Practice

12 Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This needs to be applied consistently across the nation, and a code of practice ensures that

Clause 5: Offence of obstructing the Department in removal of flag or emblem

14 Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Yes

15 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

| absolutely do support this, as they should be protected by law to carry out their work. However, this makes no mention of repeat offenders. | would like
to know if more action can be taken to repeat offenders as a fine followed by another fine might not deter as much as wanted.

Clause 6: Request for assistance from police

16 Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

The PSNI have a duty to protect the peace, and we appreciate them for taking this role. They should absolutely be involved where needed as that ensures
the safest environment for all involved.

Clause 7: Interpretation

18 Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Yes

19 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Clause 8: Commencement

20 Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?

Yes

21 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The sooner the better, but these things take time, so | understand why the date is what it is

Clause 9: Short title

22 Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?
Yes
23 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:
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