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Introduction

1  Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.

I confirm that I have read the privacy notice.

2  What is your name?

Name:
Stephanie Cochrane

3  What is your email address?

Email:

4  If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.

Organisation:
N/A

5  The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

I am content for my information, including details of my name and organisation, to be published in the survey results.

Clause 1: Removal of flags or emblems in the public interest

6  Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Flags should not be placed in communities where they are not wanted by a majority. There are streets where no houses have chosen to display a flag and
yet they are placed on public lampposts. When this reported to PSNI, politicians etc nothing changes. The department/PSNI appear to ‘afraid’ to act or
remove flags

Clause 2: Sensitive places

8  Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Full support

Clause 3: Procedure for / notification of, or giving views on, flags or emblems

10  Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

This forum must be managed fairly, it would be very easy for people outside the communities to influence the outcome. It should be limited to those on
the electoral register of that area. If the only requirement is an email address/name the system could be too easily manipulated



Clause 4: Code of Practice

12  Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The code of practice should detail timelines. For example if flags were displayed for the twelfth fortnight I don’t feel there would be nearly as many issue
as there presently are. Flags are displayed in shared places for approximately 10-12 weeks. Most of those weeks are during the summer, with bright
nights and young people are off for the summer - spaces becoming intimidating and unwelcoming.

Clause 5: Offence of obstructing the Department in removal of flag or emblem

14  Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

No

15  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

It should be a public offence order - not just a fine. Those with deep pockets will back those who oppose the removal. There should be more serious
consequences. Fine for the first offence possibly but repeat offenders should have more serious consequences. A fine will simply empower those with
money who already have too tight of a hold on vulnerable communities and young people (especially young men).

Clause 6: Request for assistance from police

16  Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 7: Interpretation

18  Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Unsure

19  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 8: Commencement

20  Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?

Yes

21  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 9: Short title

22  Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?

Unsure

23  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:
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