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Introduction

1  Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.

I confirm that I have read the privacy notice.

2  What is your name?

Name:

3  What is your email address?

Email:

4  If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.

Organisation:

5  The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

I would like my views to be anonymous and understand that my name and organisation details will be withheld, along with any identifiers in the
response, but my views will still be published.

Clause 1: Removal of flags or emblems in the public interest

6  Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Where flags and/or emblems are used in shared public spaces they should be removed by the department to promote equality and respect for all
communities. Historically flags and/or emblems have been perceived to reflect territorial claim of public spaces by certain communities or weaponised to
insight intimidation of others, regardless of how this is defended.

Clause 2: Sensitive places

8  Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Flags and/or emblems should be removed from sensitive places, to promote inclusivity whereby members of the public feel comfortable to access
services in all areas of Northern Ireland without perception that these services can only be accessed to those from one cultural background.

Clause 3: Procedure for / notification of, or giving views on, flags or emblems

10  Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Unsure

11  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:



Without clear guidelines in relation to a specific time frame, when a decision must be made regarding the erection of flags/emblems, there would be
concern, where these are installed debate regarding their appropriateness would delay final decision making.

Clause 4: Code of Practice

12  Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The department should follow due process with an agreed time frame and implement all necessary aspects to finalise the code of practice. Delays
undermine democratic decision making, which unfortunately has been all too common in the devolved assembly.

Clause 5: Offence of obstructing the Department in removal of flag or emblem

14  Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Yes

15  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Agree that obstruction to the rule of law should result in a penalty. Such penalty would serve to enhance public confidence in promoting a positive future
for younger generations that reduces division between communities.

Clause 6: Request for assistance from police

16  Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The PSNI should provide assistance in the removal of flags and/or emblems. Where potential breach of the peace is anticipated, individuals should not be
in a position to prevent a person fulfilling statutory duties in accordance with the law.

Clause 7: Interpretation

18  Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Unsure

19  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Interpretations should be clarified, legal loop holes have historically been used to avoid penalties being enforced

Clause 8: Commencement

20  Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?

Yes

21  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Updates regarding progress of remaining clauses should be routinely provided to ensure they are implemented at the earliest completion

Clause 9: Short title

22  Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?



Yes

23  Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Title should be concise and specific
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