Response ID ANON-3H8B-9M4Z-9

Submitted to Display of Flags and Emblems - Call for Evidence
Submitted on 2026-07-10 11:35:32

Clause 1: Removal of flags or emblems in the public interest

6 Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

No

7 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

add to S1(2) the following,
(d) the purpose of the flag or emblem is not gratuitous in display of patriotism towards a national unifying event.

Clause 2: Sensitive places

8 Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 3: Procedure for / notification of, or giving views on, flags or emblems
10 Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 4: Code of Practice

12 Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

No

13 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

S4(1)(a) the code of conduct should not be offloaded onto the department - this responsibility is solely that of the Assembly. The Assembly establish the
boundaries for the Dfl, what their powers are.

Leaving this with the Dfl will never succeed, it is a non starter. Its a cop-out by the Assembly.
The Assembly must instruct the Dfl or any other department what their powers are, not for them to create their own.

Clause 5: Offence of obstructing the Department in removal of flag or emblem
14 Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Not Answered

15 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 6: Request for assistance from police

16 Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

No



17 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

S(6) it should not be left to the PSNI to approve the removal of the flags or symbols on the basis of maintaining a breach of the peace.
What would be the purpose for one department to seek authority from another government agency.

This arrangement fields a regressive rule of law.

This is nonsense!

The Dfl or whoever must pass instruction to the PSNI to maintain public order during the removal of flags and symbols.

Clause 7: Interpretation

18 Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Yes

19 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Clause 8: Commencement

20 Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?

No

21 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

S8 why commencement in 2029? Why not this year?

Clause 9: Short title

22 Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?
Yes
23 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:
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