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Introduction

1 Confirmation of having read the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee’s Privacy Notice.
| confirm that | have read the privacy notice.
2 What is your name?

Name:

3 What is your email address?

Email:

4 If you are providing a submission on behalf of an organisation or business, please state its name.
Organisation:

5 The Committee for Infrastructure has agreed to publish all responses as part of the survey results. If you would like to have your survey
results anonymised and for us not to publish your name or organisation, please indicate so here.

I would like my views to be anonymous and understand that my name and organisation details will be withheld, along with any identifiers in the
response, but my views will still be published.

Clause 1: Removal of flags or emblems in the public interest

6 Do you agree with Clause 1 of the Bill?

Yes

7 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

The Department of Infrastructure has a duty of care to make sure all public infrastructure is functional and inclusive in it's nature, while prohibiting it
from being used for prolonged periods of weeks/months/years to make political statements, mark territory or intimidate other members of the
community. Public infrastructure should not be misused to intimidate the public. Any such display on public infrastructure should be limited in time and
have prior approval from the department, otherwise face removal. There is recent precedence in Oxfordshire where an injunction was granted to prohibit

the flying of flags with Oxfordshire council leader Tim Bearder saying "This sets a legal precedent and will hopefully deter people in not just Oxfordshire
but around the country".

Clause 2: Sensitive places

8 Do you agree with Clause 2 of the Bill?

Yes

9 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

These places are shared public spaces and as such the provisions of Clause 1 should apply.
Clause 3: Procedure for / notification of, or giving views on, flags or emblems
10 Do you agree with Clause 3 of the Bill?

Yes

11 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:



Yes such an online portal should exist but cation should be taken to avoid its misuse. Due to the nature of such a portal it would be subject to rouge
elements trying to exaggerate views in one direction or the other. Every care should be taken to limit submitted views to legitimate individual concerns.

Clause 4: Code of Practice

12 Do you agree with Clause 4 of the Bill?

Yes

13 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Yes, such a Code of Practice is required to remove any ambiguity on what is lawful or not.

Clause 5: Offence of obstructing the Department in removal of flag or emblem

14 Do you agree with Clause 5 of the Bill?

Yes

15 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Yes but considerations should be made for repeat offenders who consistently breach and do so based on financial support from invested parties.

Clause 6: Request for assistance from police

16 Do you agree with Clause 6 of the Bill?

Yes

17 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Yes of course, the PSNI should support the lawful removal if there is a concern or risk to a person's wellbeing while being involved in the lawful removal.

Clause 7: Interpretation

18 Do you agree with Clause 7 of the Bill?

Yes

19 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Interpretations of the terms used in the bill are important but they need to be clear, concise and readily available.

Clause 8: Commencement

20 Do you agree with Clause 8 of the Bill?
Unsure
21 Please provide information to support your answer here

Accessible:

Clause 8 of the bill, Commencement, actually states sections 1, 5 and 6 come into operation on 1 January 2029; not 1 January 2028 as the call for evidence
web site currently states at time of this submission.

Clause 9: Short title

22 Do you agree with Clause 9 of the Bill?

Yes



23 Please provide information to support your answer here
Accessible:

Yes the 'Display of Flags and Emblems Act (Northern Ireland) 2026' appears appropriate for the Bill.
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