Mr Ashleigh Mitford

Audit Committee Clerk
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings
Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3XX

Dear Ashleigh,

( Department of
@ | )

¢ Finance
o An Roinn

Airgeadais

Private Office

2" Floor

Clare House

303 Airport Road West

BELFAST

BT3 9ED

Tel: 028 9081 6338

Email: private.office@finance-ni.gov.uk

Our reference: GM-0746-2025

Date: 28 October 2025

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE — ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

BILL

Thank you for your letter dated 24 September 2025. | write to inform you that the
Department of Finance has been reconsidering Clause 20 following the concerns

raised by the Audit Committee.

Following consideration of the proposed options, the Finance Minister agrees with
the Audit Committee’s position that Option 5 would be the most appropriate at this
time. As such the Department will be proposing an amendment to the Bill removing
Clause 20 and has written to the Finance Committee accordingly. This proposed
amendment will mean that the responsibility for the appointment of the External
Auditor for the NI Audit Office would remain with the Department of Finance.

The Department also notes Option 6, which could be considered over the medium
term, in which the wider governance arrangements for NIAO are reconsidered. On
this the Department is content that this is pursued in tandem with Option 5 and the
Department of Finance looks forward to engaging proactively with the NIAO on this

Yours sincerely

GERARD WILLIS

DEPARTMENTAL ASSEMBLY LIAISON OFFICER



