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Introduction

We weicome the call for evidenice to the Justice Cormmittee on the Domestic Abuse and Farﬁilﬂy
Proceedings Bilt 2020 arid this submission is on behalf of HERe NI and Cara Friend. Both
organisations also contributed to the joint response from the Women's Policy Group, and

endorse the recommendations in that response.

A summary of these include: -

The heed.to remove Clause 12 ‘reasonable defence’,
Intraduction of Stalking legislation,
Introduction of non-fatat and fatal strangulation legislation,
Specific recognition of violence against Women and Girls and gender-based viclence,
Grant of secure tenandies in cases of domestic violence and abuse,
Review of the court systems in' NI including criminal, civil and family courts,
Introduction of a Domestic Abuse Commissioner,
Secure funding for specialised services and a review of tendering and procurement in relation
to domestic violence and abiuse services,
Provide guidelines to employers on recagnising the signs of abusive behaviour,
Introduction of paid domestic violence leave,
Powers to deal with domestic abuse:
= Introduction of domestic abuse protection orders,
o Introduction of domestic abuse protection notices,
Safer family court and chiid contact system
Tackling heteronormative assumptions and increasing awareness of domestic violence in the
context of LGBT+ relationships,
Providing refuge for LGBT+ people,
Robust recording of section 73 group victims and providing resources for:specific support for
each group, '
Wider education campaign and significant resourcing needed, __
Recognition of disproportionate impact on rural women, areas of parami[i’taryr controt, migranit
wamen, LGBT+ groups, disabled.peop!e.- eic.,
Creation of domestic violence registe'r to track evidence of abuse in different areas,
Addrsssing re-offending — highlighting the lack of a framework of prevention, rehabilitation and
restorative justice in NI,

Guidelines for sentencing for coercivé control,



Guidelines for measuring non-physical harm

Ensuring victim statements cannot be used against victims by prosecutors

Creating secure tenarcies and recognising differing needs of minority groups for example
disabled women, trans communities, rural women, rr.iigra'nt women |
Guarantees. that wormien with uncertain immigration status should be able to seek justice
without their cases being reported to the Home Office:

Addressing Bail Conditions vs. Non-Molestation Orders

Mandatory training and codes..of.pract'ice

Children and domestic violence

Creating an inter-departmernital approach of co-design with the third sector

Application of the ‘no exceptions principle’ in felation t6 children and domestic violence.

HERe NI (previousty LASI), established in 2000, is a regional organisation that works across
all areas of Northern freland (NI} and the boarder counties to support lesbian and bisexual
(LB) women and their famifies. We advocate for and support LB women and their families
and improve the lives of LB women across Northern Ireland. We do this in lots of different
ways;“throug'h providing information; peer support; facifitating training; lobbying government
and agericies on LB women's issues; dffering a community space for meeting and much

more. HERe Nl is the only women focused organisation within the NI LGBT+ sector.

Cara-Friend has been serving the LGBTQ+ community in Northern Ireland for over 40 years
founded in 1974, we work with young LGBTQ+ people aged 12-25. We provide regional
LGBTQ+ youth groups across Northern Irefand, ohe-fo-one support for individuals, LGBTQ+
awareness training for professionals and volunteers working in a variety of different areas,
community develbpment-, the LGBT Switchboard, the LGBTQ+ Inclusive Schools
Programme and the Domestic and Sexual Violence project, supporting LBT! women and
giris.across the regicii. We are based in the Belfast LGBT centre in Waring street and share

premises with our sector pariners.

The Gendered Violence project is-a joint project between Cara Friend and HERe NI and it is
aimed at LGBT+women and girls aged 12 years+ who are atrisk of domestic and sexual
viclence or abuse. The Gendered Violence Worker offers training to professionals who work
with women and girls who may be at risk of domestic and sexual violerice -and abuse to
highlight the issues that are specific to the LGBT+ community. The Gendered Violence
‘Worker also supports LGBT+ victims of abuse with one te one support, mindfilness and

meditation along with personal development activities.



While there are no. conclusive figures around the number of people who identify as Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT+) it is broadly recognised that LGBT+ people make
up between 6-10% of our population. If this is accurate, the LGBT+ sector is one of the
largest minority communities in Northérn treland and accounts for 1081 00— 181,000 of the.
poputation. As LGBT+ people become: increasingly visible within our society so will their
needs —-and the needs of their families.

This consultation respense is the result of our experience as providers of specialist suppori
services, engagement with service users, review of national.and international legislation and
best practise, and efigagement.with our colleagues in the community and voluniary sector
who are experts in various areas.

‘We recommend that the Department of Justice review the WRDA {Women’s Resource &
Development Agency) guidance for public authorities on consulting with-wamen’ to ensure
accessibitity,

Domestic abuse legislation for Northern Ireland is fong overdue, which has been high‘!ighted
by the recent Covid-19 prevention measures, These measures have meant people have had
to stay with their abuser with little contact with the cutside world. We acknowledge that since
the lockdown hegan at the end of March, thr.e.e_ women have been murdered by a male
partner or relative. We note the emergency funding for specialised domestic violence
services in response to Covid-19 announced by the UK Government, and are dismayed than

none of the £76 million was allocated to services in Northern lreland.

LGBT+ Experiences of Domestic Abuse

Through our involvement with MARAC NI we are aware that reports of domestic abuse by LGBT+
victims are very rare.

Research by SaféLives in Great Britain shows just 2.5% of people accessing support from
Insights domestic abuse services identified as LGBT+, In the 12 months to the end of March
2018, only 1.2% of cases discussed at the Muitt Agency Risk Assessment Conference
(MARAC) were noted to involve LGBT+ victims/survivors. Over a quarter-of MARAC cases
{26%) recorded no LGBT+ victims/survivors at all during this period.? However, we expect

1 Women at the Heart of Public Consultation; A guide for Public Authoriliss and Women's Organisations, WRDA, November
2017 '
hitps:fiwrda netwp-conlentuploadsi201810WRDA WomenAlTheHeartOPublicConsullation.pdl

% Safelives (2018). Free to-be-safe : LGBT+ people experiencing - domesfic.abuse, [online} Available at; _
hitps:Hsalelives.org.uk/sites/defaultfiles/resources/Free%20o% 20be%20safe % 20web. pdf [Atcessed 3 Jun, 2020



that these do not accurately reflect the levels of domestic violence in LGB T+ relationships.
Research in England has found that underrepoiting of domestic abuse in the LGBT+
community is between 60 and 80%, similar to averall national underreporting of domestic
abuse of 79%.?

Storiewall reports that "One in four of all lesbian and bisexual women have experienced
domestic violence in a relationship. Two thirds of those say the perpetrator was a woman
and a third a man. One in four of the genierai population of women has experienced
" domestic violence.™

In 2017, Greater Manchester Palice began recording LGBT+ domestic abuse figures, and in
the-first year recorded nearly 800 instances. They note this is 2% of all reports they recaived
‘and that the issue of LGBT+ domestic abuse in particular is still under reported.

International research found that;

‘According to the Center for Disease Controf and Prevention’s latest National
Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (Black et al., 2011), Walters et al.,®
{2013) breaks down domestic viofence figures by sexual orientation. This study
reveals that 43.8% of lesbians reported to have been physically victimised, stalked,
or raped by an intifhate pariner in their lifetime, compared to 35.0% of heterosexual
women, 29.0% of heterosexual men, and 26.0% of gay men. Bisexual women
experienced the highest rates with 61.1% (Hamel, 2014)7

Even when LGBT+ people do report domestic violenge, there is a lack of adeguate
recording, often making the LGBT+ community a hidden population in this area, We
recommend that all section 75 groups should be menitored inclusive of sexual orientation
and gender identity. If monitoring sexual orientation and gender identity is standard

procedure, this will remove the onus on the individual to ‘come out’ in an environment they

¥ KBS €RC. 2020, Research: Domestic Ablise In LGBT Communilies - K§S CRC, [onling] Available at
<https:/fwww kssere.co.uk/2020/04130/research-domestic:abuse-in-lghl-communilies/> JAccessed 3 June 2020}

*(Stonewall.org.uk, 2008, Préscription For Change. {onfine] Avallable at:
<https:/fwww. stonewall.org-uk/system/files/Prescription_for_Change__2008_pdf> [Accessed 3 June 2020}

% htipsithwww theguaidian.co misociely/2018/apr/10/manchester-police.racord-ngarly-B0-cases-of-nbk-domestic-abuse).

6 Black, M, €, Basile, K. C., Brefding, M. J., Smith, S, G., Walters, M. L., Merrick, M, T., Stevens, M. R. (2011). Natfonal
Infimate Pariner and Sexual Viclence Survey: 2010 _ _

" Hamel, ). (2014). Gender inclusive trealment of intimate partner abluse: Evidence-based approaches (2nd ed.}. New York,
NY:-Springer Publishing




are not sure will be welcoming. Everyone has a sexual orientation and gender identity and

we need to stop cthering those who are not heterosexual and/or cis gender.

There must be mandatory training on best practice such as using gender neutral pronouns
and sexual orientation awareness, There should be LGBT+ Domestic Violence Liaison
Police Officers and specialist Independent Domestic Viclence Advocates. Policies and
procedures should be co-designed with representatives of section 75 groups as specialists
and experts to ensure there are no oversights — for-example, even when recorded, bisexual
peopie are often mis-recorded based on the gender of their current partner. To date there
has. been very little acknowtedgement of LGBT+ people who expetience domestic violence
in policy/legislation. When it does occur, itappears with langiiage that minimises or does not
include the needs within our community. Many people from the LGB T+ community believe
that they are being abused because they are LGBT+ which often fuels intérnalised
homophobia, biphobia or transphobia.®

While some domestic abuse experience in same sex relationships is similar to experiences
in heterosexual relationships, Stonewall research indicates that there are also particular
experiences specific to the LGBT+.community. Stonewalt research indicates that

‘Lesbian and bisexual women had experienced domestic abuse from andther woman
said that the abuse was emotional and physical. One in five of all lesbian and
bisexual women said that they had been repeatedly belittled and “made to feel
worthless”, and the same number said that they had been stopped from seeing
friends: ahd refatives. One in five have also been pushed or slapped by another
woman and kicked and bitten. Over half of those who have experienced domestic
abuse from a female partner had experienced some form of physical violence. One in

fourteen say they had been forced to have unwanted sex’?

LGBT+ victims may also experience unique forms of coercive control targeted at their sexual
orientation or gender identity. For instance, the threat of ‘outing’ members of the LGBT+

community around their sexual orientation or gender identity. Further research by Stonewall

® nitps /iwww.redudingtherisk.org uk/cmsicontent/ight
9 Stonewall.org.uk, 2008, Prescription For. Change. {online] Availabie at: _
<hitps:/fwww.sfonewall.org.uk/system/files/Prescription_for_Change __2008_.pdf> [Accessed 3 June 2020}



found that over haif (51%) of tfransgender people who had experienced domestic abuse in
the last year reported that their partner had ridiculed their gender identity’.ib

There are also intersecting ways particular LGBT+ people may experience domestic abuse,
for example threatening to report an individual to the Home Office if they are an asylum
seeker based on sexuat orientation, with an aim to damage their application, or threats to
jeopardise custody of children where socmeone is an LGBT+ parent.

LGBT+ individuals reporting domestic violence often have the added stress of ¢coming qut,
not every LGBT+ person will feel comfortable or safe to disclose their sexual orientation.
LGBT+ people often have to deal with negative responses to goming out 'includin'_g |
homophobic bullying in schools or the workplace and. also experience isolation from family or
community. The. LGBT+ commuhnity alsc has higher levels of stress and anxiety, difficulty in.
self-aceeptance which can make them vulnerable to abuse. There is a higher rate of suicide
ideation, alcohol dependency and drug use within the LGBT+ community. These issued will

be explored further later in this document.

How this new domestic abuse legislation enhances existing legislation and whether it

fully addresses the gaps in existihgﬁw and will improve the ability of the justice

agencies to prosecute domestic abuse cases

This legislation provides the opportunity to create a role of Domestic Abuse Commissioner.
We strongly encourage the creation of ibis role .és it would provide someone {o scrutinise the
implementation of the legislation, as weil as a conduit for those dispropertionately impacted
but domestic abuse to raise their particular heeds with government. There is already a
Domestic Abuse Commissioner in England and Wales who has been able {o oversee the
implementation of legislation, highlighit gaps and make recomimendations to address them,
as well as raising awareness on domestic abuse. We note there are aiready several
corﬁm'i'ssion'e'rs'iri Northern Ireland representing various marginalised groups, there is'a
proven track record of the role of a commissioner in linking government with service deliver

and those impacted. The needs of LGBT+ victims and survivors of domestic abuse could be

' safelives (2018). Free (o be safe: LGBT+ people experencing domestic abuse. [online] Availabie at; o
htips:i/safelives.arg.ukfsites/defaultfilesiresources/Free%20to%20be% 20sate % 20web.pdi [Accessed 3 Jun. 2020



highfighted by a Domestic Abuse Commissioner, along with the needs of other marginalised
groups.

We support aur colleagues in WAFNI's (Women's Aid Federation Northern freland)
recommendations for a review of Family Court'System and Child Contact; the introduction -of
Stalking Legislation, and the creation of a non-fatal strangulation offence. We urge the

commiittee to consider their extensive submission on these topics.

The definition of the offence and the definition of abusive behaviour

We are satisfied with the definition in the legislation which mirrors legisiation in Great Britain.

Strategies can be Used to target support at particular groups, for example a Violence Against
‘Women Strategy, and A Sexual Orientation Strategy. We recognise that'the majority of
victims of domestic abuse. are women. We also recommend strategies to address specific
groups such as violence against women and girls, the LGBT+ community, and-other
marginalised groups. Elsewhere in the UK there is.an LGBT Action Plan which includes
provisions for specific support for LGBT+ victims of domestic violence. We would like to see
similar in'NL ™ A Domestic Violence Commissioner would be usefut to ensute the different

needs of different groups are raised, especially in relation to the above named strategies.

We welcome the gender neutral language in the legistation in relation to victim and
perpetrator, we also acknowledge that the -ma_j’crity of victims and survivors of domestic
abuse are women. The use of gendered pronouns in describing-victims and perpetrators
risks alienating LGBT+ people and can lead to an assumption that they are not inciuded in
services, using térms such as victim and perpetrator avoids this. In addition, spe_ciﬁcally'
identifying LGBT+ people in public awareness campaigns means LGBT+ people will be
more likely. to engage with services.”? Gender neutral language must not come at the
expenseé of reducing resources and support for organisations working with the groups.

disproportionately impacted by domestic abuse, including women, girls, and LGBT+ people.

Y Government Equalities Office LGBT Action Plan: _ _ _
.h:tg‘g.-J_f_.f'a'ssgts.oub]@h'm'cr-‘.serv]e:e:;oo‘v;ukichammenmmioarjsisy_stemfun[aadafaﬁam'ggmant datafile/7 21387 ICEC-L GET-Aclion-

ks _{hitpsm:ﬁsafel'ives.org uk/practice_blogfmaking-domesfic-abuge-services-accgssible-lgbi-patpla.



Any identified issues reqarding the investigation and prosecution of the new offence

We recommend the inclusion of more rigorous and innovative evidence collection
approaches to support successful prosecutions, We deferto the responses from our
colleagues in NIPSA (Northern Ireland. Public Service Alliance) and NIWEP (Northern
lreland Women's European Platform) and endarse their calls for a domestic abuse register,
which is in fine with CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination

Against Women) General Recommendation 35 on'gender based violence, ™

We recommend that the IDVA (Independent Domestic Viclence Advisor} service is
expanded, including specialist IDVA's for marginalised groups including but not fimited to
LGBT+ people, to support victims through reporting and any criminal triaj process.

Whether the ‘reasonable’ defence included in the legislation is framed appropriately

and the intent of when it would apply is clear

We recommend the removal of the ‘reasonableness defence’. The ‘rea‘sonableness' defence’
would be foo open to misuse. There is a long history in the USA of reasonableness being
invoked as a defence where a perpetrator has committed a violent act upon tearning the
someone is LGB and/or T, particularly impacting trans individuals.* Reasonableness may
also be used as justification of abuse against disabled victims, those with mental ill health,
people with substance misuse patterns, or children where the perpetrator has an
authoritative rolé aver them such as parent.

We recommend the Comimittee carefully considers the submissions made by WAFNI and
CAJ {Committee on the Administration of Justice) on this matter.

Whether the penalties provided for in the Bill are appropriate and adequate

There should be ho hierarchy of offences whether the abuse is physical, psychological,
emotional, or coercive and controliing behaviour. All domestic abuse must be taken
-sgriousty by the criminal justice system. There should be sentencing guidelines for domestic

abuse cases to ensure consistency across courts.

CEDAW 2017 Commities on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wamen General recommendation No. 35 on gender-
based violence against walvien, updating generat recommendation No, 19 _
https/tbinternet.ohchr.orgTreatles/CEDAW/Shared% 20Documents/ 1_GloballCEDAW_C: GC_35 8267 _E.pdf

M Lee, Cynthia and Kwan, Peter Kar Yu, The Trans Panic Dafense: Heteronormativity, and the Murder of Transgender Women
{2014}, 66 Hastings L.J. 77 (2014); GWU Law School Public Law Research Paper No. 2014-10; BWU Legal Studies Research
Paper No. 2014-10. Available at SSRN:. hitp:/fsstn.comidbstract=2430330 or hitp://dx.doi.oral] 0.2139}s8rn. 2430380).



Any restorative justice must be victim led and non-compulsory;. with recognition of the power

the perpetrator has exercised over the victim and how this may impact their response.

Recommendations from the Gillen Review such as {raining for J'udiciary"and spedcial
measures for witnesses which are also relevant to domestic abuse trials and the committee
should review these.'®

Any other legislative or non-legislative approaches to tackle domestic abuse not

currently in place that should be taken forward either in this Bill or in another piece of

legislation or by other means

‘While we welcome this tegislation, we also acknowledge that legisiation alone is not a
remedy to domestic abuse. Legislation must be accompanied with approptiate training for

police-and judiciary, specialist support services, and a public awareness campaign.

Often public awareness campaigns focus on 2 woman victim and man perpetrator in a.
heterosexual relationship. This is a barrier for LGBT+ people not only reporting domestic
abuse, but also from even recognising that what they are experiencing is domestic abuse.
There are many myths that need to be addressed, such as where viciim and perpetrator are
the same gender it is a 'fair fight'. Public awareness campaigns, legisiation, and awareness
training for statutory, community and voluntary sector organisations must recognise that
there are multiple circumstances domestic abuse occurs in beyond a heterosexual .adult
relationship.

The use of gendered pronouns in describing victims and p.erpétfatorsby service providers
risks alienating LGBT+ people and can tead to-an assumption that they are not included in
services, using terms such-as victim and perpetrator avoids this. In addition, specifically
identifying LGBT+ people in pubtic awaréness campaigns means LGBT+ pecple will be
more likely to engage with sefvices,

Specialist LGBT+ support removes the fear of experiencing heteronormativity or hastility
towards the LGBT+ community or individuals accessing suppott, as well as removing the

need to ‘come out’ to an extent. Co cultural {individuals from the LGBT+ c’om'munity).subpor't

I3 Dagartment-of Justice, 2019, Sir John Gillen's resommendalions on the report into the law and procedures in serious sexual
offences in Northerp lreland, hﬂps:ﬁwwwﬁggﬁcemhqoy.uk‘lgubiica’lions‘fgi!ien-re\riew-rariommendauons )

1 Statér: A, 2018. Moking Domestic Abuse Services Accessible To LGBT+ Péaple | Safelives. [online} Satelives,org.uk.
Available at; <https:Hsafelives_.org.u{dpractic_e“bingfma'king‘-d'cumesti'c«ahuse.-'seruices-accessib}ngbt«pecpleb [Accessed 3
June 2020],
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workers, may have a greater understanding of is§ues specific to LGBT+ individuals and the
particutar experiences of the community. Refuge notes the importance of cuiturally specific
services, and that ‘all survivors have different needs, some of which may relate to their
ethnic background or identity."

Specialist support services must be adequately resourced. Currently there is only one
Gendered Violence Workerwho exclusively supports LBTI (Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans and
Intersex) women who works between HERe NI and Cara-Friend, funded by a grant making
body for a smail number of years. This post should be expanded and sustainable with
statutory funding.

There are two small LGBT+ domestic violence refuges in England, both in the London
a'rea'“?, outside of this, the refuges that do offef LGBT+ inclusive spaces equate io less than
1% of the available refuge spaces’. This issue has caused victims of domestic violence to
be trapped in their home with their perpetrator as there are no other available options open
to them. The potential for LGBT+ refuge provisicn should be explored. While LGBT+ women
may be welcome in-existing women's shelters, they may not feel comfortable accessing this
support due to a fear of ‘coming out’ and homophaobia, There is limited provision for victims

who are men regardless of sexual orientation.

One of the common experiences of domestic abuse for LGB T+ people is alienation from
friends and family orchestrated by the perpetrator. Many LGBT+ people also expérience
alienation from unaccepting family and friends when they come-out. This alienation can
leave youhg LGBT+ people less fikely to have a suitable person te share a home with, which
is penalised under the current weifare system. Research with oider LGB (lesbian, gay,
bisexual) people over 55 found they were more likely to live alone than heterosexual people;

41 per cent live alohe compared to 28 per cent of heterosexual peopie.®

7. * Refuge Charity-- Domestic Violence Help, n.d. Culturally Specific Services - - Refuge Chanfy - Domestic Violence Help.
foniine] Available at: <https: iwwew.refuge.org:uklour-workiour-services/culturally-specific-services/> [Accessed 3 Juhe 2020,

¥ Safelives (2018), Free io be safe : LGRT+ people experiencing domeslic abuse. [on!me] Available at;
htips:/safélives,org, uk/sites/detauit/filesirescurces/Free% 20to%20be%20safe % 20web.pdf {Atcessed 3 Jun, 2020)

" Womet's Ald Nowhere to Turn hitps:{f/www womznsaid org_uk{research»and pubiscatuonsmowomantumedaway{

™ [Stonewall org.uk: 2011, LGB Peopfe In Later Life. [oniing}- Avaiiable. at
<https:/iwwii.stonewall.org. ukfsystemlﬂes}LGB_peuple in_tater_tife__2011_.pdf> Accessed 3 June 20201}
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UK wide research found that young LGBT# people make up 24% of the total of homeless

~ youth. 68% of LGBT+ homeless individuals have experienced abuse, viclence or rejection
by their family. 77% of LGBT+ youth are of the belief that their sexual orientation or gender
identity factored in their rejection by family.?" This rejection may fall into broader definitions
of domestic abuse, when we consider relationships outside of a heterosexual couple, as well
as the abuse and violence that has cause the LGBT+ person to leave the family home,
becoming homeless. St Mungo’szz, a charity supporting homeless peopie, has an LGBT
pathway, which includes six spaces reserved for trans individuals and a further nine spaces
for people who identify as LGBTQ+ and nine for women only, this is again in the L.ondon
-area. We would welcome exploration of LGBT+ emergency accommaodation.

The LGBT+ community is not homogeneous, and each individual will have their own set of
needs. We would take this opportunity to highlight high levels of substance misuse in the
LGBT+ community in NI, and high levels of self-harm and mentai ifl health.  Any specialised
‘support should also be understanding of complex needs beyond gender identity and sexual
_orientation.

Research carried out in Northern [reland identified that LGBT+ peopié are substantially more
likety than the Northern Ireland population to use drugs and-are nearly three times more
likely to have taken an iltegal drug in their lifetime (62% v 22%). The use of drugs and
alcohiol had been a factor in 15% of LGB people:and 36% of transgender people seif-
harming. Drugs.and alcohol contributed to 30% of LGBT+ peaple thinking about suicide
(suicidal ideation) and 13% attempting suicide.

3t The Proud Trusl, 2012, LGBT Youth Homelessness: A UK Natiohal Scoping Of Cause, Prevalence, Response And Outcome
- The Firoud Trust. [oniine] The Proud Trust. Avaflable at: <https:/iwww. theproudtrust orgfrésourcesfresearch-and-guidange-by-
other-organisaiionsfigbt-youth-homelessness-a-uk-national-scoping-of-cause-prevalence-response-and-oulcomes> [Accessed
3June 2020]) ' '

22 hitps:/fwww. mungos.org

23 Sratistics drawn from 'All Parfied Qut - Substance use in Norlhern freland’s lesbian, gay, bisexual-and transgender
community, The Rainbow Project.
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Levels of self-harm are higher amangst LB women than women generally, specialist support
services must be aware of this. Research by Stonewall UK found the following:-

‘In the last year, one in five lesbian and bisexual women say they have deliberately
harmed themselves in some way compared to 0.4 per cent of the general popufation.
Half of leshian and bisexual women under the age of 20 have self-harmed, compared
to-one in fiffeen of teenagers generally. Three guarters of those who have self-
harmed in the Jast year have cut themselves, and ane jn five have swallowed pills or
objects. Respondents also say that they have “scratched themselves” or “punched
walls” or “broke bones”.*

L.B women have higher levels of poor mental health than heterosexual women, Lesbian
women are 1.38 times, and bisexual women 2.23 times as likely to be anxious or depressed
than heterosexual women.?® In some cases this can lead to suicidal ideation, with the impact
of multiple fevels of marginalisation evident in Stonewall research which found ‘in the last
year, 5% of leshians had attempted suicide. This increases to 7% of bisexual women, 7% of
BME and 10% of disabled lesbian/bisexual women.? Poor mentat health can be
exacerbated by domestic abuse, there must be access to suitable support. It is also
im‘po_rtant_ that & victim's mental i{ll health is not used against then in criminal justice
proceedings. '

There is no one size fits all approach, we believe this is where co-design of services with
community based experts is invaluable, as well as a Bomastic Abuse Commissioner to
ensure the neéeds of various groups are met.

Concluding remarks

While we welcome the introduction of legistation, we are aware that legisiation alone will not
change things for many of the people we support. There must be ongoing action which is
cross departmental beyond the department of Justice to the Departments for Health,

Education and the Economy at least. It is imperative that organisations supporting

2% Stonewall.org,uk. 2008. Prescription For Change. [onlineg] Available at:

<hitps:fiwww . sfonewall.org.uk/system/fites/Pregoription_for, Change 2008__.pdi> [Accessed 3 June 2020].

2 (Semiysn, J., King, M., Varney, J., Hagger-Johnson, G. {2016Y. Sexual Orientation and symploms of common mental
disorder or low weﬂbemg combined meta-analysls of 12 UK populatiof health surveys. BMC Psychiatry, Available at:
nttps:fhmopsychiatey.biomadeentral.comfarticles/ 10,1 186/s12B88-016-0767-2)

6y Hunt R-and Fish, J. {2008} Prescnpt:on for Change Lesb!an and bisexual-women's health chech, Slonewall. Available at:
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marginalised groups are included in the design -d_f legislation and its implementation.

As the organisations with the only project focusing on LGBT+ domestic abuse, and a
dedicated worker supporting LBT1 women who have experience, or are at risk of, domestic
abuse we request the oppertunity to give evidence to the Justice Committee on this Bill and
the provisions which we have identified as required fo tackie domestic abuse,
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