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Peter, a chara,

Further to your correspondence of October 7 on issues involving designations and the
appointment of the First Minister and deputy First Minister.

As acknowledged in your correspondence there is limited time remaining in the current
mandate to consider these matters which are highly sensitive.

Any attempt to alter the designations and appointments would prove extremely controversial
and could only be achieved by discussion and agreement.

It is my firm view that there is currently no basis at present for or prospect of agreement to
alterations in the arrangements for designations or the appointment of the First Minister and
deputy First Minister.

Current arrangements were arrived at from negotiations involving the political parties and the
two governments leading to the historic Good Friday and St. Andrews Agreements.

These arrangements involved essential safeguards and mechanisms to protect minority rights
and to prevent the sort of systemic inequality that occurred in the past.

There is no argument or rationale for changing the current arrangements other than the
reluctance of the main unionist parties’ leaders to nominate a deputy First Minister alongside
a republican First Minister should that be the democratic decision of the electorate.
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For this reason, Sinn Féin is opposed at this time to changes in the current designations
requirement, to any alteration in the method of appointing the First and deputy First Ministers
or to any change to the titles of First Minister and deputy First Minister.

If the Assembly in the new mandate wishes to revisit these issues, then we will of course
make our views known at that time.

I hope this clarifies Sinn Féin’s position on these matters.
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