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| welcome the Committee’s report into obesity and acknowledge its support in
addressing this important issue.

If the current level of obesity in Northern Ireland is not addressed there will be a
significant negative impact on the health of our population and on our health care
system. Therefore my Department, in partnership with a range of other departments
and agencies, continues vigorously to tackle this major public health issue.

Successfully changing the behaviour and lifestyle requires an integrated, long-term
and sustainable approach and | anticipate the Committee’s report will stimulate
discussion and further encourage cross-Departmental working.

| enclose my Department’s response which indicates the current position in relation

to the recommendations contained in the report and | trust you will find this
informative. Officials can provide further clarification when they attend the Committee

on 28 January.
W T,

/\.

Michael McGimpsey MLA
Minister for Health, Social Services and Public Safety
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