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Via email — committee.publicaccounts@niassembly.gov.uk

Dear Daniel
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE EVIDENCE SESSION: 9 MAY 2024

Thank you for your letter of 14 March 2024 inviting me to attend the Committee’s
meeting on Thursday 9 May 2024, at 2.15pm in Room 21, Parliament Buildings to
explore the issues raised in the NIAO Report on ‘Public Procurement in Northern
Ireland.’

| am very happy to confirm my attendance at the meeting on 9 May and | will be
accompanied by the following supporting official on the day:

o Sharon Smyth, Chief Executive, Construction and Procurement Delivery, DoF

| note the Committee may consider other witnesses that they would like to hear
evidence from and that you will advise me of any decisions in due course.

| have attached short biographies with contact details as requested at Annex A.

Yours sincerely

P

NEIL GIBSON

Copy Distribution List
Sharon Smyth

Stuart Stevenson

Julie Sewell

F11/24/301419


mailto:neil.gibson@finance-ni.gov.uk
mailto:committee.publicaccounts@niassembly.gov.uk

Annex A

NEIL GIBSON
PERMANENT SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

As Permanent Secretary, in the Department of Finance (DoF) Neil is responsible for a
portfolio of major services to the Northern Ireland Civil Service.

This includes the delivery of the Executive’s budget (c.£16bn pa), procurement
delivery, HR, shared public services in IT, property management, statistical services
and rates collection. He also has mangement and responsibility for DoF budget and
financial expenditure (C.£210M) and 3,650 staff.

Neil was previously Chief Economist for EY in Ireland, professor of Economic Policy
and the first Director of the Ulster University Economic Policy Centre. He has also run
his own consultancy business and led a global economics team for Oxford Economics.
Neil is a Visiting Professor of Economic Policy at Ulster University. He has a
Bachelor’s in Applied Economics from Ulster University and a Master’s in Computer

Science and Applications from Queen’s University, Belfast.

Neil is married and has two teenage children.

Contact information

As above.
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SHARON SMYTH FCIPS LLM

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

CONSTRUCTION AND PROCUREMENT DELIVERY

Sharon has worked in public procurement since November 2001.

She was appointed Chief Executive of Construction and Procurement Delivery (CPD)
in July 2021.

CPD provides professional procurement services to a wide range of public bodies. The
services provided includes the procurement of supplies, services and construction
works; advice on the management of programmes and projects; and a range of
property and facilities management services.

Sharon is accredited as a Senior Commercial Specialist by the Cabinet Office’s
Assessment and Development Centre and is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Procurement and Supply. Sharon also holds a Masters Degree in Public Procurement
Law.

Contact information

Sharon.Smyth@finance-ni.gov.uk

Clare House

303 Airport Road West
Belfast

BT3 9ED

Tel: 028 90816209
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