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30 June 2026 

Dear 

Victims and Witnesses of Crime Bill oral briefing 

At its meeting on 25 June 2026, the Committee for Justice received oral evidence 

from Departmental officials on the Victims and Witnesses of Crime Bill.   

During the briefing session, the officials agreed to provide the Committee with: 

• Clarification of whether the work being conducted by The Executive Office to 

develop a consistent policy for Northern Ireland Commissioners, for which 

amendments may be required to this Bill at Consideration Stage, might impact 

other Commissioners currently within the Department of Justice’s remit; and, 

 

• Clarification on who determines how hostility is defined in relation to special 

measures in cases involving aggravation by hostility. 

I should appreciate a response by 28 August 2026. 

The Committee also agreed to request a Delegated Powers Memorandum for the Bill 

from the Department. I would be grateful if this could advise when this could be 

provided.  
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Yours sincerely 

  

Kathy O’Hanlon  

Clerk to the Committee for Justice   


