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recognises that this is an undeveloped policy which, as pointed out in your 

correspondence, will require a consultation and reflection to inform the formulation of 

any offence(s) and related matters. It is not something which is being built onto an 

existing or proposed statutory framework and care would need to be taken to assess 

possible approaches and whether anything similar is in place in other jurisdictions.  

 

Furthermore, while the Department has provided oral and written evidence on the 

expected content of the Bill, the Committee has no way to determine whether an 

amendment to provide for new criminal offences would be within the scope of the 

Bill. Taken together with the limited time remaining in this mandate, progressing 

Caoimhe’s Law in the way suggested is not optimal.  

 

Therefore, the Committee is of the view that the scale of policy development and 

consultation required to develop a robust amendment lies beyond its current capacity 

in this mandate. The Committee is also conscious that two significant pieces of 

legislation are expected that will require considerable focus in themselves. The 

Department is therefore significantly better resourced and has the experience and 

expertise to conduct this important work and to develop an amendment within the 

scope of the Bill. 

 

The Committee therefore agreed to as the Department for the following: 

• details of any policy work that has so far been conducted in relation to 

Caoimhe’s Law;  

• detailed information on the work that the Department anticipates would be 

necessary to deliver such provisions; and  

• clarification of why the Department considers that it does not have the 

resources to lead on the legislative aspects of delivering these provisions as 

the Infrastructure Minister’s correspondence indicates that Minister Long had 

agreed to.  
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Finally, the Committee would encourage the Department to actively consider 

launching a public consultation on Caoimhe’s Law given its importance, and would 

welcome the opportunity to provide advice and support on this as it progresses.  

 

I should appreciate a response by 11 March 2026. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

Kathy O’Hanlon  

Clerk to the Committee for Justice   

 

 

 


