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29 September 2026 

Dear 

Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill – Families of Lisa Dorrian and Charlotte 

Murray oral evidence 

At its meeting on 24 September 2026, the Committee for Justice heard oral evidence 

from the families of Charlotte Murray and Lisa Dorrian on Part 5 of the Bill. 

Following the evidence, the Committee agreed to ask the Department: 

• Why Clause 24(2) is deemed necessary and under what circumstances the 

Department expects that a court might deem a disclosure ‘contrary to 

interests of justice’. 

• Why, in relation to Clause 29(2), a reduction in tariff would not apply for the 

purposes of incentivising disclosure if that disclosure came within 1 month of 

the custodial period being due to end. 

I would expect that Members may wish to discuss these matters with Departmental 

officials during the oral evidence session scheduled for 8 October. A response by 7 

October, if possible, would therefore be helpful. 
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Yours sincerely 

  

Kathy O’Hanlon  

Clerk to the Committee for Justice   


