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Dear 

 

Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill – Use of “immediately” in Clause 33 

 

At its meeting on 17 September 2026, the Committee heard oral evidence from 

various stakeholders on the Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill and this included 

discussion around Part 6 - Aggravation by Hostility. 

Concerns were expressed that the inclusion of the word “immediately” at Clause 33 

(2)(a) may mean that behaviour or actions leading up to or after an offence, which 

could be relevant, may not be taken into consideration. The Committee agreed to 

request clarity from the Department on how the term “immediately” is to be 

interpreted and the rationale for its inclusion at Clause 33(2)(a). 

I would be grateful if the Committee might receive a response by 8 October 2026. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Kathy O’Hanlon  

Clerk to the Committee for Justice   

 


