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16 September 2026 

Dear Fiona 

Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill – Northern Ireland Human Rights 

Commission – aggravator models 

At its meeting on 10 September 2026, the Committee for Justice considered a 

response from the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRC) on the 

Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill regarding models to prosecute hate crimes that 

allow for multiple and intersectional hostility motivations. 

The correspondence includes information on how data on aggravators is collected in 

Scotland and suggests that the Committee may wish to clarify how the Department 

intends to collect statistics in this regard. The Committee agreed to forward the 

correspondence to the Department for response to the points made. 

I should appreciate a response by 2 October 2026  

Yours sincerely 

  

Kathy O’Hanlon  

Clerk to the Committee for Justice   

 

 


