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18 May 2026 

Dear Minister  

Deepfake Amendment 

Thank you for your letter of 11 May 2026 providing an update on the way forward in 

respect of the deepfake amendment. The Committee discussed the update and your 

proposed approach at its meeting on 14 May.  

Members welcomed the high level overview of the responses to the consultation and 

what it is intended will be captured in the deepfake provisions. The Committee 

reiterated its intention to work as constructively with the Department as possible on 

this matter, and recognises that your proposal to bring the provisions as an 

amendment to the Criminal Justice (Sentencing etc) Bill may allow time for 

consideration that the Committee would not have had if the amendment had been 

brought at the Further Consideration Stage of the Justice Bill. In the context of 

general discussion, my intent was to convey that if you were proceeding with 

deepfake law, at the very least the Committee would want as much sight of 

amendments as possible, as opposed to signifying this approach would work. 
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As you have noted, this is a complex issue, and the Committee will not be able to 

begin its detailed consideration until the full outcome of the consultation and the text 

of the draft amendment are available.  

Turning to your proposed approach, I mentioned in my letter of 1 May that the 

Committee believed that each of the options outlined at our informal meeting of 28 

April carried risks. With regard to the Sentencing Bill, a key risk may be that the 

amendment may not fall within scope of that Bill unless the ultimate purpose is 

sentencing.  

While criminal offences are inserted in the Bill as introduced, these appear to be for 

the intention of paving the way for aggravators for sentencing or are otherwise linked 

to sentencing matters. It is not clear if that would be the case for a standalone 

amendment to create a new criminal offence for deepfake. The Committee 

suggested that you may wish to ensure that this risk has been robustly considered 

before proceeding.  

The scope of legislation is ultimately a matter for the Speaker and it is not for the 

Committee to fetter his discretion. It appears to us that the risk of carrying out work 

which may not be able to progress in the manner set out is a real one. It is not 

unprecedented for ministerial amendments to be deemed beyond the scope of a Bill 

and therefore inadmissible to be selected for debate at Consideration Stage. 

Finally, Members agreed to invite you to attend Committee to discuss the deepfake 

provisions and proposed approach further. I would be grateful if your officials could 

contact the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Paul Frew 

Chair of the Committee for Justice   

 


