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Dear Cathy

APOLOGY FOR BREACHING THE ASSEMBLY CODE OF CONDUCT

| write to offer my unequivocal apology for breaching Rule 5 of the Assembly
Members’ Code of Conduct and for failing to uphold the Principles of Openness and
Leadership as cited below.

Rule 5: You shall declare, whether in Assembly proceedings or in any approach
to a Minister, public representative, public body or public official, any relevant
interest which might reasonably be thought by others to influence your approach
to the matter under consideration. A relevant interest means an interest to which
Chapter 2 of the Guide to the Rules applies, and may include a registrable
interest.

Openness: Members should act and take decisions in an open and transparent
manner. Information should not be withheld from the public unless there are clear
and lawful reasons for so doing.




Leadership: Members should exhibit these principles in their own behaviour. They
should actively promote and robustly support the principles and be willing to
challenge poor behaviour wherever it occurs.

At my appearance at the Committee on Standards and Privileges, | stated that |
believed that | had not broken any rules by not declaring at the TEO Committee that
my son was the person who was the subject of the PSNI investigation into the
damage caused to Lord Brown'’s portrait in Belfast City Hall. It was my belief that,
because no charges were made against him, that | did not have to declare any
interests.

| am committed to maintaining the high standards required of Members of the
Legislative Assembly, accept the findings of the Committee on Standards, take full
responsibility for my conduct, and am committed to ensuring that such a breach does
not occur again.

Once again, | apologise without reservation and | am committed to learning from this
incident and ensuring that my future conduct meets the standards required to
maintain and strengthen the public’s trust and confidence in the integrity of the
Assembly.

Yours sincerely

Caral Ni Chuilin MLA
9 July 2026



