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WESTMINSTER RARE CANCERS BILL-LEGISLATIVE CONSENT MOTION 

I wish to advise you about a Legislative Consent Motion (LCM) asking the Assembly to agree 
to provisions that deal with the transferred matter of medicines within the Rare Cancers Bill. 
The aspects that will require a LCM relate to clause 1 of this Bill. A copy of the Bill as 
introduced in Parliament is available at: Rare Cancers Bill 2024-25 

Background 

On 16 October 2024, Dr Scott Arthur (Labour) presented his private member's bill (PMB), 
the Rare Cancers Bill 2024-25 to the House of Commons. The Bill passed its second reading 
on 14 March 2025, where the Government confirmed its support for the Bill. The overall aim 
of this Bill is to "make provision to incentivise research and investment into the treatment of 
rare types of cancer; and for connected purposes". If passed, the bill would introduce three 
measures intended to encourage more research. It would do this by: 

a. placing a duty on the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care in England to
promote and facilitate research into rare cancers;

b. improving patient recruitment into clinical trials for rare cancers through greater data
sharing in England; and

c. requiring the government to review UK-wide law on marketing authorisations (product
licences) for "orphan medicinal products" that diagnose, prevent or treat cancer.

Rare cancers are types of cancer that affect relatively small numbers of people. The 
definition of a rare cancer can vary. The Rare Cancers Bill follows the UK Rare Diseases 
Framework and defines a rare cancer as a type of cancer that affects fewer than 1 in 2,000 
people. Rare cancers are more commonly defined as cancers where fewer than six in 

Working for a Healthier People 








