DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS AND LEISURE

Caral Ni Chuilin MLA
Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure
Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast BT2 7EG

Mr Gerry Kelly MLA
Northern Ireland Assembly
Parliament Buildings
Ballymiscaw

Stormont
28 November 2012
AQW 16716/11-15

Mr Kelly has asked:

To ask the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the level of
funding that his Department and its arm's-length bodies has
allocated to each project in the Belfast area since 2007, broken down
by constituency.

ANSWER

This response has been delayed due to the need to seek clarification on
the question, the volume of information required to answer it and IT

problems at a participating arm’s length body.

The total amount of funding spent on projects in the Belfast area since
2007 is summarised in the tables below, divided between resource and

capital:



RESOURCE

Constituency 2007/08 | 2008/09 | 2009/10 | 2010/11 | 2011/12
£000 £000 £000 £000 £000
North Belfast 2,541 3,605 3,561 3,145 3,592
South Belfast 4,720 |5,351 6,882 6,542 7,592
East Belfast 91 248 491 793 887
West Belfast 1,933 12,286 3,274 1,998 12,972
Total 9,285 11,490 |14,208 |12,478 | 15,050
CAPITAL
Constituency 2007/08 | 2008/09 | 2009/10 | 2010/11 | 2011/12
£000 £000 £000 £000 £000
North Belfast 170 550 1,036 871 386
South Belfast 15,832 | 2,289 2,568 341 410
East Belfast 0 0 1,519 234 4
West Belfast 602 824 558 1,284 241
Total 16,604 | 3,663 5,681 2,730 | 1,041

Detailed breakdowns by project are provided in Annex A

I should make the following observations. First, the costs of ongoing
service provision have not been included in the answer (eg the running
costs of individual libraries in the constituencies) as these are not

considered to meet the definition of a project.



Second, certain spend has been excluded on the grounds that, while it is
possible to associate it with a constituency, its primary objective is not to
benefit any particular constituency but to promote and provide benefits
generally for the north of Ireland. For instance, spend by World Police

and Fire Games falls into this category.

Third, in comparing allocations across constituencies, it is important to
appreciate that my Department sometimes provides funding through
intermediary parties and does not, therefore, hold information on
subsequent allocations across constituencies. For example, Sport NI
provides funding to Belfast City Council (BCC) under its Active
Communities programme. For the purposes of your question and in the
absence of more detailed information, this funding has been allocated in

total to the South Belfast constituency (the physical location of BCC
HQ).

Fourth, it should be appreciated that, in the case of Arts funding, the
pattern of allocation reflects the fact that a number of major venues and
organisations are located in the South Belfast constituency (Lyric
Theatre, Grand Opera House, Crescent Arts Centre and the Ulster
Orchestra). This is particularly evident in 07/08 when, of the total capital
spent in that year of £16,604k, £9,237k was attributable to the Lyric
Theatre and £4,500k to the Crescent Arts Centre both of which are
situated in the South Belfast constituency.

I hope these comments contribute to your understanding of the data.

(AU—\:. A \/ (H \A\L\/I\"

Caral Ni Chuilin MLA
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