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Northern Ireland Assembly
E-Petitions

Tracey Wilson – Communications Office

Michael Cochrane – Information Systems Office

Workflow Process

E-Petition Workflow
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Petition Publication & ProcessingInitiation Detailed Submission

Initial definition

Check 
admissibility

Detailed definition

Check 
admissibility

Inadmissible

User completes short description of proposed 
petition and submits for approval.

NIA check admissibility and can revert to 
proposer for clarification.

NIA can then either reject as inadmissible or 
approve for further processing.

Published Petition Automated sharing 
via social media

Check threshold

Threshold not 
reached

Inadmissible

Real-time reporting Final output report

Threshold reached

If admissible, proposer should provide detailed 
definition as per agreed policies.

NIA check admissibility and can revert to 
proposer for further clarification.

NIA can then either reject as inadmissible or 
approve for publishing.

Once approved by NIA, petition is published to website and automatic social media posts alert public

Public can  sign  petition by submitting their email address.  This will  issue an email to verify identity and validity of provided 
email address.  Real-time data will be available to NIA throughout process.

Checks will be made on agreed thresholds and time periods, and if  successful, details of petition will be output for further action 
as per agreed policies.
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Submission

User provides 
personal details and 
brief summary of 
proposed petition

Email automatically sent to 
given email address for 
verification

Validation
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Validation

Only when petitioner email is 
verified, details will be sent to 
Business Office for further action

Support / Signing
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Communications / Publicising

We can tweet / post on Facebook etc. when 

new petitions are added.

We cannot publicise individual petitions.

Communications / Publicising

Use Assembly Community Connect and other 

outreach resources to raise awareness of 

petitions:

– how to use them

– when to use them

– explain potential outcomes

Develop “How To” guides and videos

Ask for testimonials and share on website 


