


















 

ANNEX 1 
TIMELINE 
 
Progress to Date  
 

16 October 2006 – European Strategy Published 
 Northern Ireland’s European Strategy, ‘Taking Our Place in Europe’ launched 
 ‘Taking Our Place in Europe’ maps out a framework for Northern Ireland’s 

engagement with Europe, guiding the work of regional and local government 
in partnership with civil society   

 
1 May 2007 – Barroso Visits Northern Ireland 
 European Commission President Manuel José Barroso visited Northern 

Ireland and met with First and deputy First Ministers designate, Ian Paisley 
and Martin McGuinness   

 President Barroso announced a European Commission Task Force for 
Northern Ireland 

 
22 November 2007 – Junior Ministers travel to Brussels 
 Junior Ministers, Ian Paisley Jnr and Gerry Kelly, led delegation to Brussels to 

discuss work of Taskforce 
 
11 December 2007 – Taskforce visits Belfast  
 European Commission Taskforce visited Northern Ireland on a fact-finding 

mission and met with government departments, social partners and 
stakeholders  

9 January 2008 – Ministers travel to Brussels 
 First and deputy First Ministers (Paisley and McGuinness) travelled to 

Brussels, met with President Barroso and Commissioner Hubner and secured 
commitment to extend the life of the Taskforce 

 
6 March 2008 - Barroso Taskforce Working Group Meeting 
 
7 April 2008 – Task Force Report Published  
 European Commission publishes Northern Ireland Task Force Report 

 
14 April 2008 - Taskforce Report Launched in Belfast 
 Commissioner for Regional Policy, Danuta Huebner, launches Report in 

Belfast 
 

6 August 2008 – Barroso Taskforce Working Group Meeting 
 
29 August 2008 – draft Action Plan submitted to OFMDFM Ministers 
 Copy of draft Action Plan sent to Ronnie Hall 
 
October 2008 – Inter-departmental Consultation 
 Consultation to consider Commission comments on sectoral policy areas 
 Ministers approve content relating to their Departments 



 
November 2008 – Inter-departmental North/South consultation 
 Consultation to consider enhancements of North/South references 

 
22 January 2009 – draft Action Plan approved by OFMDFM Ministers 
 Ministers released draft Action Plan to Assembly Committee for OFMDFM  
 Ministers released draft Action Plan to Oliver Grogan (DFA) and SEUPB 
 Draft Action Plan also sent to Ronnie Hall (Taskforce Chairman), UKRep (Kim 

Darroch and Tim Hemmings).  
 Comments invited from copy recipients.  

 
February 2009 
 draft Action Plan agreed by OFMDFM Assembly Committee 
 draft Action Plan released to MEPs and other European representatives 

 
March 2009  
 draft Action Plan agreed by the Executive Committee  
 First and deputy First Ministers travel to Brussels 
 Ministers present Executive Action Plan to President Barroso 

 
April 2009 
 New Annual Action Plan commences 
 Monitoring Round (ending 31 March 2009) closes 
 2008-2009 Executive Action Plan is closed off and published  
 Barroso Taskforce Working Group meeting 
 
Summer 2009 
 Officials travel to Brussels to engage with Commission counterparts regarding 

the 2009-2010 Action Plan 
 First and deputy First Ministers travel to Brussels 
 
Autumn 2009 
 Commission officials to visit Northern Ireland 
 Briefed on new College of Commissioners’ strategic priorities 

 
July, October, January, and April 2009  
 Departments provide Quarterly updates against actions and key milestones in 

Annual Action Plan  
 

January 2010 
 Departments asked to contribute actions to the 2010-2011 Annual Executive 

Action Plan 
 

April 2010  
 Annual Action Plan (2009-2010) closed and subsequently sent to Ministers, 

OFMDFM Committee, and the Executive Committee 
 

9 December 2010 - Official Opening of ONIEB by President Barroso 



 FM and dFM (Robinson & McGuinness) visit to Brussels for Official Opening 
and renewal of Taskforce work Dec 2010 

 
March 2011 – European Commission Taskforce Visit to Northern Ireland  
 

 
 

March 2012 - Reciprocal Visit of NI Barroso Taskforce Working Group to Brussels 
 

June 2012 – Plenary meeting of the European Commission Taskforce in ONIEB 
 

 
During 2013 - Various bilateral visits by European Commission Taskforce 
Members to Northern Ireland 
 

 
February 2014 - Visit by Taskforce Chair to participate in BTWG in Belfast 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 


