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Written Ministerial Statement  

The content of this written ministerial statement is as received at the time from the Minister. It 
has not been subject to the official reporting (Hansard) process. 

Department of Finance  

2021-22 MAY COVID-19 FUNDING  

Published at 5.30 pm on 20 May 2021. 

Mr Murphy (The Minister of Finance): I wish to provide Members with an update on further 
allocations of COVID-19 support funding for the financial year 2021-22. 

Since the announcement of the Final Budget for 2021-22 further funding of £114 million has been made 
available in relation to COVID-19 Barnett consequentials by the Treasury. 

Given the need to ensure that the COVID-19 response continues to be as responsive as possible the 
Executive has now made a further set of allocations. 

Current Restrictions 

The extension of current restrictions into the 2021-22 financial year means there is a requirement to 
also extend the current support measures. The Localised Business Support Scheme is projecting a 
cost of £64 million for 2021-22, the Large Hospitality and Tourism Business Support Scheme is 
projecting a cost of £14.1 million and the Covid Restrictions Business Support Scheme is projecting a 
cost of £18 million. The total amount of funding required for these schemes is £96.1 million. Allocations 
in respect of these schemes is set out at Annex A. 

Further Allocations 

In total, departments submitted bids of £297.6 million Resource, and £30.4 million Capital in relation to 
this exercise.  A full list of bids submitted is set out at Annex B. 

The Executive has considered the position and allocations totalling £189.5 million Resource and £30.4 
million Capital have been made. A full list is set out at Annex C. 

DAERA 

DAERA has been allocated £1.1 million Resource DEL including £0.5 million for the Rural Business 
Community Fund, which will bring together rural businesses and other partners to drive economic 
growth in rural areas. 

DfC 

£50.3 million is being allocated to the Department for Communities. This is to address a range of 
pressures including £10 million to Councils to ensure the continued delivery of local public services, as 
well as £3 million to support council-managed community development and advice services via the 
Community Support Programme. 

The total also includes £13 million to Arts, Culture and Heritage to support ongoing recovery within the 
sector. Similarly, I am also recommending that £5 million is provided to the Sports Sustainability Fund 
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to help alleviate the ongoing effects of the pandemic on sporting bodies, while an additional £5 million 
is being provided to support charities and social enterprises facing continued financial difficulties. 

The pandemic has had a significant impact on levels of unemployment. £12 million is therefore also 
being provided to allow the Department to progress its Restart scheme, which will support older people 
in returning to employment. 

DfE 

The Department for the Economy has been allocated £9 million for the Further Education sector to 
ensure safe learning for students. 

DE 

The allocation of £32.7 million to the Department of Education will meet all sixteen of its resource bids 
relating to this academic year. The Executive has also met the department’s capital bid to provide 
laptops for teachers to support remote learning. 

The Education Department also bid for a range of pressures for the next academic year and these can 
be revisited when there is more clarity on course of pandemic and the restrictions which will be required 
at that time. 

DoF 

£2.7 million has been allocated to the Department of Finance. This will help to alleviate the pressures 
resulting from lost income for Land Registry and Ordnance Survey as a result of COVID restrictions. 

DoH 

The £50.5 million resource allocation to Health includes provision to allow the Department to continue 
the roll out of the Covid 19 vaccination programme. £12m is being provided to help meet the additional 
costs faced within adult social care as a result of Covid. Funding is also being provided to meet a range 
of pressures across the Health Service as it continues to recover from the impact of the pandemic, 
including within Cancer services, Nursing and Midwifery, as well as Cardiology. The allocation includes 
£1.4 million to support a number of mental health interventions and a further £1 million towards 
managing the long term health effects of Covid on individuals. The Department has also been allocated 
£9 million Capital for COVID-19 initiatives. 

DfI 

The £20 million resource allocation to DfI is being provided to compensate the Department for lost 
income as result of Covid. It is for the Infrastructure Minister to prioritise this £20m between Translink, 
DVA and other bodies. It is early in the year so the impact on the income of DfI agencies will continue 
to be monitored and will be revisited. 

DoJ 

I am proposing an allocation of £20.7 million Resource DEL to the Department for Justice. This 
allocation will support the Police, Prisons and Court Service in meeting the additional costs faced as a 
result of Covid. It also includes £9.1 million to address backlogs across the criminal justice system that 
have arisen as a result of Covid. 

TEO 

TEO is being allocated £1.3m to support the ongoing work of the department in Covid recovery, 
including the Executive Covid Taskforce. 

PPS 

2 



 
 

 

 

           
  

 
 

 
        

          
 

 
 

  

PPS is being allocated £1.2 million to support cross-justice recovery. This is in relation to DoJ bid for 
cross justice recovery which will result in additional costs for PPS. 

Outcome 
Following this exercise there remains £14.9 million Resource, £33.6 Capital DEL and £19.3 Financial 
Transactions Capital available for allocation and these sums will be incorporated into the upcoming 
June Monitoring Round. 
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Annex A 

Business Support Scheme Allocations 

£m 

Dept Description 
Resourc 

e 

DFE Large Tourism and Hospitality Business Support Scheme 14.1 

COVID Restriction Business Support Scheme 18.0 

Total 32.1 

DoF Localised Business Support Scheme 64.0 

Total Allocations 96.1 
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Annex B 

Departmental Bids 

£m 

Dept Bid Resource Capital 

DAERA NI SARS-2-COV Wastewater Surveillance Programme 1.0 

Rural Community Ornamental Garden Scheme 0.5 

Rural Business Community fund 0.5 

CAFRE and NIFHA - Lost Income 0.3 

Operating Loses - DAERA and Forestry Service 0.3 

Total 1.1 1.5 

Grants to Local Councils 

Community Support Programme 3.0 

IT Assist Laptop Support 0.5 

Employment Practices Voluntary and Community Sector 1.3 

Arts, Culture and Heritage Recovery programme 13.0 

To support towns and city centres 0.8 

Sports Sustainability Fund 10.0 

NI Restart Scheme 

DfC 17.0 

12.0 

Food Interventions 1.0 

Charities and Social Enterprise Recovery Fund 10.0 

68.6Total 

DfE FE sector Safe Learning, Covid Testing, cleaning and income loss 9.0 

Anticipated in-year growth in 6th form - under the Common 
Funding Scheme (CFS) (1) DE 8.6 

Pathway Fund 0.9 

Admission Appeals Support 0.1 

Anticipated in-year growth in 6th form - under the CFS (2) 5.0 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) 1.4 

SEN Services 0.4 

Wellbeing & Pastoral Support Recovery Programme 10.0 

CCEA COVID-19 revised pressures 2021-22 2.0 

Irish Medium (IM) Language Acquisition Impact of COVID-19 on 
Learning - Interventions 0.5 

CCMS COVID-19 pressures 2021-22 0.2 

Personal Protection Equipment for Special Schools 0.6 

Outdoor Education Centre COVID-19 Relief Fund 0.5 

Outdoor play in primary schools 0.1 

Voluntary Youth Service - Laptops/Mobile devices 1.0 

Engagement in relation to school self-evaluation leading to 
improvement (Every School a Good School (SaGS)) 1.4 
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£m 

Dept Bid Resource Capital 

Getting Ready to Learn (GRtL) - additional programme costs in 
transitional post COVID-19 stage 0.0 

Schools’ Delegated Budgets* 25.2 

Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)* 4.4 

PPE for Special Schools* 0.7 

School Meals lost income* 0.6 

Teaching & Non-Teaching staff - substitute cover * 0.4 

Special Schools - substitute cover* 0.9 

SEN Services * 1.1 

Maintaining Standards & Learning* 0.2 

Asymptomatic Testing in Special Schools* 1.5 

Contract Cleaning - EA Services* 0.7 

Transport - loss of income* 1.3 

Transport - additional routes* 0.6 

Music Service Lost Income* 2.3 

Teacher's Laptops 19.0 

Total 72.5 19.0 

DoF LRNI Loss of income 2.2 

NISRA GRO loss of income 1.0 
NICSHR staff substitution, recruitment competitions & loss of 
income 1.1 

DSO legal advice – agency staff 0.2 

CPD loss of income 0.1 

Total 4.5 

DoH Covid-19 Vaccination Programme 13.0 

Adult Social Care Additional Costs 12.0 
Nursing, Midwifery and Allied Health Professional Covid 
Pressures 8.5 

Covid Status Certification (Including Citizen Digital ID) 3.0 

Cancer Recovery Plan - Oncology Haematology Stabilisation 2.6 

Covid - Undergraduate Medical and Dental Education (SUMDE) 2.0 

Covid - Cancer Recovery Plan/Diagnostic Imaging 1.8 

Mental Health Interventions 1.4 

Cardiology 1.5 
Provision of HIV PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) and Online STI 
Testing (SH24) 1.3 

Covid - Long-Term Health Effects of Covid-19 Infection 1.0 

International Travel 0.5 

Other Pressures 1.9 

Antrim ICU relocation 2.2 

Medical gases and medical oxygen 0.8 

Electrical works 0.2 

Covid capital works and Transport 1.8 
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£m 

Dept Bid Resource Capital 

No More Silos - equipment purchase 1.6 

Covid Status Certification (Vaccine Passports) 1.5 

Data Warehouse Development/Covid Data Analysis 0.9 

Total 50.5 9.0 

DfI 50.0Translink 

DVA 6.9 

Lost Income - Community Transport, Rathlin/Strangford Ferries 
Crumlin Rd Gaol 1.8 

Roads Parking and Enforcement lost revenue 3.5 

Total 62.2 

DoJ 0.0Justice Delivery Directorate 

NI Courts and Tribunals Service 3.5 

NI Prison Service 2.4 

PSNI 5.8 0.6 

Criminal Justice Inspection NI 0.0 

Cross-justice recovery bid 10.3 0.2 

Legal Services Agency bid 6.0 

Total 27.9 0.9 

TEO Covid Recovery (Taskforce) 1.3 

Total Bids 297.6 30.4 

*Bids relate to 2021-22 academic year 
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Annex C 
Allocations 

£m 

Dept Description Resource Capital 

DAERA NI SARS-2-COV Wastewater Surveillance Programme 1.0 

Rural Community Ornamental Garden Scheme 0.5 

Rural Business Community fund 0.5 

CAFRE and NIFHA - Lost Income 0.3 

Operating Loses - DAERA and Forestry Service 0.3 

Total 1.1 1.5 

Grants to Local Councils 

Community Support Programme 3.0 

IT Assist Laptop Support 0.5 

Arts, Culture and Heritage Recovery programme 13.0 

To support towns and city centres 0.8 

Sports Sustainability Fund 5.0 

NI Restart Scheme 

DfC 10.0 

12.0 

Food Interventions 1.0 

Charities and Social Enterprise Recovery Fund 5.0 

50.3Total 

DfE FE sector Safe Learning, Covid Testing, cleaning and income loss 9.0 

Anticipated in-year growth in 6th form - under the Common 
Funding Scheme (CFS) (1) DE 8.6 

Pathway Fund 0.9 

Admission Appeals Support 0.1 

Anticipated in-year growth in 6th form - under the CFS (2) 5.0 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) 1.4 

SEN Services 0.4 

Wellbeing & Pastoral Support Recovery Programme 10.0 

CCEA COVID-19 revised pressures 2021-22 2.0 

Irish Medium (IM) Language Acquisition Learning - Interventions 0.5 

CCMS COVID-19 pressures 2021-22 0.2 

Personal Protection Equipment for Special Schools 0.6 

Outdoor Education Centre COVID-19 Relief Fund 0.5 

Outdoor play in primary schools 0.1 

Voluntary Youth Service - Laptops/Mobile devices 1.0 
Engagement in relation to school self-evaluation 1.4 

Getting Ready to Learn (GRtL) - additional programme costs 
0.0 

Teacher's Laptops 19.0 

32.7 19.0Total 
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£m 

Dept Description Resource Capital 

LRNI Loss of income 

NISRA GRO loss of income 

DoF 1.1 

0.5 
NICSHR staff substitution, recruitment competitions & loss of 
income 1.1 

Total 2.7 

Covid-19 Vaccination Programme DoH 13.0 

Adult Social Care Additional Costs 12.0 
Nursing, Midwifery and Allied Health Professional Covid 
Pressures 8.5 

Covid Status Certification (Including Citizen Digital ID) 3.0 

Cancer Recovery Plan - Oncology Haematology Stabilisation 2.6 

Covid - Undergraduate Medical and Dental Education (SUMDE) 2.0 

Covid - Cancer Recovery Plan/Diagnostic Imaging 1.8 

Mental Health Interventions 1.4 

Cardiology 1.5 
Provision of HIV PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) and Online STI 
Testing (SH24) 1.3 

Covid - Long-Term Health Effects of Covid-19 Infection 1.0 

International Travel 0.5 

Other Pressures 1.9 

Antrim ICU relocation 2.2 

Medical gases and medical oxygen 0.8 

Electrical works 0.2 

Covid capital works and Transport 1.8 

No More Silos - equipment purchase 1.6 

Covid Status Certification (Vaccine Passports) 1.5 

Data Warehouse Development/Covid Data Analysis 0.9 

Total 50.5 9.0 

Lost Income DfI 20.0 

NI Courts and Tribunals Service DoJ 3.5 

NI Prison Service 2.4 

PSNI 5.8 0.6 

Cross-justice recovery 9.1 0.2 
Total 20.7 0.8 

TEO Covid Recovery (Taskforce) 1.3 

PPS Cross-Justice Recovery 1.2 0.0 

Total Allocations 189.5 30.4 
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