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‘Ending the life of an unborn child
Ending the life of an unborn child

11A.-(1) Without prejudice to section 58 and section 59 of the Offences Against the
Person Act 1861 and section 25 of the Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 1945
and subject to subsection (2) any person who ends the life of an unborn child at any
stage of that child’s development shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction on indictment to a period of not more than ten years’ imprisonment and a
fine.

(2) It shall be a defence for any person charged with an offence under this section to
show-

(a) that the act or acts ending the life of an unborn child were lawfully performed at
premises operated by a Health and Social Care Trust, or

(b) that the act or acts ending the life of the unborn child were lawfully performed
without fee or reward in circumstances of urgency when access to premises
operated by a Health and Social Care Trust was not possible.

(3) For the purposes of this section a person ends the life of an unborn child if that
person does any act, or causes or permits any act, with the intention of bringing
about the end of the life of an unborn child, and, by reason of any such act, the life of
that unborn child is ended.

(4) For the purposes of this section ‘lawfully’ in subsection (2) means in accordance
with any defence or exception under section 58 and section 59 of the Offences
Against the Person Act 1861 and section 25 of the Criminal Justice Act (Northern
Ireland) 1945



