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Belfast BT2 7EG 
 
Dear Billy 
 

Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Bill – Request for 

Information regarding Sports Clubs 

 

A sporting club is defined in the 1996 Clubs Order guide as: 

“as those “occupying a hereditament to which Article 31 of the Rates 

(Northern Ireland) 1977 applies (rates relief) being a hereditament which is 

used solely or mainly for the purposes of physical recreation. 

The phrase “solely or mainly” is particularly important here.  It means that 

clubs with a room set aside for darts or snooker or which have football teams 

cannot necessarily regard themselves as sporting clubs.  Many clubs indulge 

in sporting activities as a side-line or even support particular sporting teams, 

but as they do not exist solely or mainly to actively participate in one or more 

physical recreations, they are unlikely to be regarded as sporting clubs for the 

purposes of the Order.” 

I would like clarification on what criteria is used to classify a premises as a 

‘sports club’ and how this is actually determined e.g. do officials visit premises 



 

 

and inspect facilities, ascertain what sports activities they provide, are the 

PSNI involved in the decision?   

Also, could you advise how many sports clubs there are currently registered? 

Officials will be aware that the Licensing and Registration of Clubs 

(Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 amended the Registration of Clubs 

Order, changing curfew for under 18s in the bar area of registered clubs from 

9pm to 10pm.  In the course of this process did the Department carry out an 

exercise to distinguish between “sports clubs” in the strictest sense rather 

than clubs with “sport” or “football” etc., in the name of the premises (but 

which didn’t actually provide substantive sporting activities)? 

 

Yours sincerely 

Kevin Pelan 

 

Kevin Pelan 
Clerk to the Committee 
 


