
SUE GRAY 

PERMANENT SECRETARY 

 

2nd Floor West 

Clare House 

303 Airport Road West 

BELFAST, BT3 9ED 

Tel No:  028 90816590 

E-mail:  sue.gray@finance-ni.gov.uk 

 

 

 

COMMERCIAL SENSITIVE 
 

William Humphrey        Our ref: SINV 109-2020 
Chairperson 
Public Accounts Committee 
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Via email – committee.publicaccounts@niassembly.gov.uk 
 

            22 October 2020 
 

 
Dear William  
 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE EVIDENCE SESSION – PROVISION OF 
NIDIRECT STRATEGIC PARTNER ACCOUNTS  
 
I refer to your request for copies of the NI Direct Strategic Partner annual project 
accounts. 
 
The Department is under a contractual obligation to use all reasonable endeavours to 
ensure that any third party to whom the contractor's commercial information is 
disclosed are aware of the Department’s obligations of confidentiality.  As the project 
accounts are commercially sensitive documents it is requested that they are treated 
accordingly.  
 
Please find attached individual PDF copies of the project accounts covering the period 
2012-13 to 2019-20. 
 
I am copying this letter and a copy of the project accounts to the Northern Ireland Audit 
Office. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO BT PLC (“THE CONTRACTOR”) AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & PERSONNEL (“THE AUTHORITY”) ON THE ANNUAL PROJECT 
ACCOUNTS FOR NI DIRECT STRATEGIC PARTNER CONTRACT (THE “CONTRACT”) 
 
 
In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 21 August 2020, we have audited the 
Project Accounts for the period ended 31 March 2020. 
 
This report is prepared solely for the confidential use of the Authority and the Contractor to fulfil the 
requirements of Section 24.1.7 of the NI Direct Strategic Partner Agreement.  Our audit work has been 
undertaken in accordance with our Terms of Engagement agreed with the Contractor and for no other 
purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to any entity 
other than the Contractor and the Authority, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we 
have formed. 
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CONTRACTOR AND AUDITOR 
 
The Contractor is responsible for the preparation of the Project Accounts in accordance with the terms 
of its contract with the Authority and accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied 
within the United Kingdom. 
 
Our responsibility is to audit the Project Accounts to gain assurance that they have been prepared in 
accordance with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied within the United 
Kingdom and the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the 
preparation of the Project Accounts. 
 
We report to you our opinion as to whether the Project Accounts are properly prepared in accordance 
with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied with the United Kingdom and 
the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the preparation of 
the Project Accounts. 
 
SCOPE OF THE AUDIT 
 
Our audit was conducted in accordance with Appendix 1B of our Engagement Letter dated 21 August 
2020 and in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) issued by the 
Auditing Practices Board. 
 
Our audit was conducted in such a manner as we considered necessary to fulfil our responsibilities and 
included such tests of transactions and of the existence, ownership and valuation of assets and liabilities 
as we considered necessary. 
 
We obtained an understanding of the accounting systems in order to assess its adequacy as a basis 
for the preparation of the Project Accounts and to establish whether proper accounting records have 
been maintained. 
 
We also have a professional responsibility to report if the Project Accounts do not comply in any material 
respect with applicable Accounting Standards, unless in our opinion the non-compliance is justified in 
the circumstances. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO BT PLC (“THE CONTRACTOR”) AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & PERSONNEL (“THE AUTHORITY”) ON THE ANNUAL PROJECT 
ACCOUNTS FOR NI DIRECT STRATEGIC PARTNER CONTRACT (THE “CONTRACT”) 
 
 
In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 10 August 2020, we have audited the 
Project Accounts for the period ended 31 March 2019. 
 
This report is prepared solely for the confidential use of the Authority and the Contractor to fulfil the 
requirements of Section 24.1.7 of the NI Direct Strategic Partner Agreement.  Our audit work has been 
undertaken in accordance with our Terms of Engagement agreed with the Contractor and for no other 
purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to any entity 
other than the Contractor and the Authority, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we 
have formed. 
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CONTRACTOR AND AUDITOR 
 
The Contractor is responsible for the preparation of the Project Accounts in accordance with the terms 
of its contract with the Authority and accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied 
within the United Kingdom. 
 
Our responsibility is to audit the Project Accounts to gain assurance that they have been prepared in 
accordance with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied within the United 
Kingdom and the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the 
preparation of the Project Accounts. 
 
We report to you our opinion as to whether the Project Accounts are properly prepared in accordance 
with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied with the United Kingdom and 
the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the preparation of 
the Project Accounts. 
 
SCOPE OF THE AUDIT 
 
Our audit was conducted in accordance with Appendix 1B of our Engagement Letter dated 10 August 
2020 and in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) issued by the 
Auditing Practices Board. 
 
Our audit was conducted in such a manner as we considered necessary to fulfil our responsibilities and 
included such tests of transactions and of the existence, ownership and valuation of assets and liabilities 
as we considered necessary. 
 
We obtained an understanding of the accounting systems in order to assess its adequacy as a basis 
for the preparation of the Project Accounts and to establish whether proper accounting records have 
been maintained. 
 
We also have a professional responsibility to report if the Project Accounts do not comply in any material 
respect with applicable Accounting Standards, unless in our opinion the non-compliance is justified in 
the circumstances. 
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 GMcG is a trading name of GMcG Group Limited.  Reg No NI059660.  List of Directors available at registered office 
 

 Registered to conduct audit work by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland 
 

A member of TIAG® - A Worldwide Alliance of Independent Accounting Firms 

 

 
 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO BT PLC (“THE CONTRACTOR”) AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & PERSONNEL (“THE AUTHORITY”) ON THE ANNUAL PROJECT 
ACCOUNTS FOR NI DIRECT STRATEGIC PARTNER CONTRACT (THE “CONTRACT”) 
 
 
In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 10 June 2019, we have audited the Project 
Accounts for the period ended 31 March 2018. 
 
This report is prepared solely for the confidential use of the Authority and the Contractor to fulfil the 
requirements of Section 24.1.7 of the NI Direct Strategic Partner Agreement.  Our audit work has been 
undertaken in accordance with our Terms of Engagement agreed with the Contractor and for no other 
purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to any entity 
other than the Contractor and the Authority, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we 
have formed. 
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CONTRACTOR AND AUDITOR 
 
The Contractor is responsible for the preparation of the Project Accounts in accordance with the terms 
of its contract with the Authority and accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied 
within the United Kingdom. 
 
Our responsibility is to audit the Project Accounts to gain assurance that they have been prepared in 
accordance with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied within the United 
Kingdom and the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the 
preparation of the Project Accounts. 
 
We report to you our opinion as to whether the Project Accounts are properly prepared in accordance 
with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied with the United Kingdom and 
the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the preparation of 
the Project Accounts. 
 
SCOPE OF THE AUDIT 
 
Our audit was conducted in accordance with Appendix 1B of our Engagement Letter dated 10 June 
2019 and in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) issued by the 
Auditing Practices Board. 
 
Our audit was conducted in such a manner as we considered necessary to fulfil our responsibilities and 
included such tests of transactions and of the existence, ownership and valuation of assets and liabilities 
as we considered necessary. 
 
We obtained an understanding of the accounting systems in order to assess its adequacy as a basis 
for the preparation of the Project Accounts and to establish whether proper accounting records have 
been maintained. 
 
We also have a professional responsibility to report if the Project Accounts do not comply in any material 
respect with applicable Accounting Standards, unless in our opinion the non-compliance is justified in 
the circumstances. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO BT PLC (“THE CONTRACTOR”) AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & PERSONNEL (“THE AUTHORITY”) ON THE ANNUAL PROJECT 
ACCOUNTS FOR NI DIRECT STRATEGIC PARTNER CONTRACT (THE “CONTRACT”) 
 
 
In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 10 June 2019, we have audited the 
Project Accounts for the period ended 31 March 2017. 
 
This report is prepared solely for the confidential use of the Authority and the Contractor to fulfil the 
requirements of Section 24.1.7 of the NI Direct Strategic Partner Agreement.  Our audit work has 
been undertaken in accordance with our Terms of Engagement agreed with the Contractor and for no 
other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
any entity other than the Contractor and the Authority, for our audit work, for this report, or for the 
opinions we have formed. 
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CONTRACTOR AND AUDITOR 
 
The Contractor is responsible for the preparation of the Project Accounts in accordance with the terms 
of its contract with the Authority and accounting principles and policies generally accepted and 
applied within the United Kingdom. 
 
Our responsibility is to audit the Project Accounts to gain assurance that they have been prepared in 
accordance with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied within the United 
Kingdom and the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the 
preparation of the Project Accounts. 
 
We report to you our opinion as to whether the Project Accounts are properly prepared in accordance 
with accounting principles and policies generally accepted and applied with the United Kingdom and 
the terms of the agreement between the Contractor and the Authority pertaining to the preparation of 
the Project Accounts. 
 
SCOPE OF THE AUDIT 
 
Our audit was conducted in accordance with Appendix 1B of our Engagement Letter dated 10 June 
2019 and in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) issued by the 
Auditing Practices Board. 
 
Our audit was conducted in such a manner as we considered necessary to fulfil our responsibilities 
and included such tests of transactions and of the existence, ownership and valuation of assets and 
liabilities as we considered necessary. 
 
We obtained an understanding of the accounting systems in order to assess its adequacy as a basis 
for the preparation of the Project Accounts and to establish whether proper accounting records have 
been maintained. 
 
We also have a professional responsibility to report if the Project Accounts do not comply in any 
material respect with applicable Accounting Standards, unless in our opinion the non-compliance is 
justified in the circumstances. 
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OPINION

ln our opinion the Project Accounts:

Give a true and fair view of the Contract Profit & Loss for the period ended 31 March 2017;
and

Have been prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted and applied
within the United Kingdom.

MATTERS ON WHICH WE ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT BY EXCEPTION

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the terms of our Engagement
Letter require us to report to you if, in our opinion:

Adequate accounting records have not been kept; or

Adequate accounting systems are not in place to firm a basis for the preparation of the
Project Accounts; or

The Project Accounts are not in agreement with the accounting records; or

The Project Accounts do not comply in any material respect with applicable Accounting
Standards; or

We have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.
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