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Committee Powers and Membership

1. The Committee on Standards and Privileges is a Standing Committee of the Northern Ireland Assembly 
established in accordance with paragraph 10 of Strand One of the Belfast Agreement and under Assembly 
Standing Order Nos. 48 and 52.

2. The Committee has power:
to consider specific matters relating to privilege referred to it by the Assembly; �

to oversee the work of the Assembly Clerk of Standards; �

to examine the arrangement for the compilation, maintenance and accessibility of the Register of  �
Members’ Interests and any other registers of interest established by the Assembly, and to review 
from time to time the form and content of those registers;
to consider any specific complaints made in relation to the registering or declaring of interests  �
referred to it;
to consider any matter relating to the conduct of Members, including specific complaints in relation  �
to alleged breaches of any code of conduct to which the Assembly has agreed and which have been 
drawn to the Committee’s attention;
to recommend any modifications to any Assembly code of conduct as may from time to time  �
appear to be necessary.

3. The Committee is appointed at the start of every Assembly, and has power to send for persons, papers and 
records that are relevant to its enquiries.

4. The membership of the Committee is as follows:
Mrs Carmel Hanna, Chairperson �

Mr Willie Clarke, Deputy Chairperson � 1

Mr Allan Bresland �

Mr Francie Brolly �

Rev Dr Robert Coulter �

Mr Jonathan Craig � 2

Mr David Hilditch �

Mr Paul Maskey � 3 4

Mr Alastair Ross � 5

Mr George Savage �

Mr Brian Wilson �

5. The Report and evidence of the Committee are published by the Stationery Office by order of the Committee. 
All publications of the Committee are posted on the Assembly’s website: (www.niassembly.gov.uk.)

6. All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk to the Committee on Standards and Privileges, 
Committee Office, Northern Ireland Assembly, Room 284, Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast BT4 3XX. 
Tel: 02890 520333; Fax: 02890 525917; e-mail: committee.standards&privileges@niassembly.gov.uk

1 Mr Willie Clarke replaced Mr Gerry McHugh as Deputy Chairperson with effect from 21 January 2008.
2 Mr Jonathan Craig replaced Mr Alex Easton with effect from 15 September 2008.
3 Mrs Claire McGill replaced Mr Gerry McHugh with effect from 28 January 2008.
4 Mr Paul Maskey replaced Mrs Claire McGill with effect from 20 May 2008.
5 Mr Alastair Ross replaced Mr Adrian McQuillan with effect from 29 May 2007.
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First Report

The Committee on Standards and Privileges 
has agreed to the following Report:

Complaint Against Mr Basil McCrea MLA

1. The Committee has considered a report by the Interim Assembly Commissioner for Standards into a 
complaint by Ms Carál Nί Chuilín MLA against Mr Basil McCrea MLA. The report of the Interim 
Assembly Commissioner for Standards is appended to this report.

2. The complaint, and subsequent investigation, focussed upon the alleged failure of Mr McCrea to adhere 
to the principle of “leadership” in an encounter between Mr McCrea and his visitors (two classroom 
assistants and a photographer) and the Minister for Education, Ms Ruane on the 25 September 2007.

3. The Committee agrees with the Interim Commissioner that although Mr McCrea could have acted in a 
more responsible manner he did not breach the Code of Conduct.

4. The Committee acknowledges Mr McCrea’s position that had he been made aware of any problem he 
would have been happy to discuss the matter with the Minister or her colleagues ‘and I remain happy to 
do so’.

5. The Committee has written to Mr McCrea encouraging him to pursue this with Ms Nί Chuilín at the 
earliest available opportunity.

6. The Committee will write to the Assembly Commission to request that it considers re-publishing the 
rules regarding the supervision of visitors and the media, particularly in non-public areas of Parliament 
Buildings.
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Report by the Interim Assembly Commissioner for Standards
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Proceedings of the Committee Relating to the Report

Wednesday, 10th September 2008 
Room 135, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mrs Carmel Hanna (Chairperson) 
Mr Willie Clarke (Deputy Chairperson) 
Mr Allan Bresland 
Rev Robert Coulter 
Mr Alex Easton 
Mr David Hilditch 
Mr Alastair Ross 
Mr Brian Wilson

In Attendance: Mr Paul Gill (Assembly Clerk) 
Dr Kevin Pelan (Assembly Clerk) 
Ms Hilary Bogle (Assistant Clerk) 
Miss Eleanor Murphy (Assistant Clerk) 
Miss Carla Campbell (Clerical Supervisor) 
Mr Lindsay Dundas (Clerical Officer)

Apologies: Mr Francie Brolly 
Mr George Savage

The meeting commenced at 2.04pm in public session.

Mr MacQuarrie joined the meeting at 2.10pm.

5. Report by the Interim Commissioner for Standards on a complaint against Mr Basil McCrea 
MLA.

The Chairperson invited Mr MacQuarrie to make a presentation on the report of the Interim Commissioner 
for Standards.

A question and answer session followed Mr MacQuarrie’s presentation.

Agreed: That the Clerk drafts a letter of response to Mr McCrea and that the draft letter is 
circulated to Members by email for their comments.

Agreed: That the Clerk drafts a short synopsis of the Committee’s findings on the complaint for 
inclusion in the Committee’s report.

Mrs Carmel Hanna MLA
Chairperson, Committee on Standards and Privileges. 
Wednesday 17th September 2008.

[EXTRACT]
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Wednesday, 17th September 2008 
Room 135, Parliament Buildings

Present: Mr Willie Clarke (Deputy Chairperson in the Chair) 
Mr Allan Bresland 
Mr Francie Brolly 
Rev Robert Coulter 
Mr David Hilditch 
Mr Paul Maskey 
Mr Alastair Ross 
Mr Brian Wilson

In Attendance: Mr John Torney (Principal Clerk) 
Mr Paul Gill (Assembly Clerk) 
Ms Hilary Bogle (Assistant Clerk) 
Miss Carla Campbell (Clerical Supervisor) 
Mr Lindsay Dundas (Clerical Officer)

Apology: Mrs Carmel Hanna

The meeting commenced at 2.04pm in public session.

5. Report by the Interim Commissioner for Standards on a complaint against Mr Basil McCrea MLA

Members considered the Committee’s draft Report on a complaint by Carál Ní Chuilín MLA against 
Basil McCrea MLA.

Agreed: Members agreed the Report for publication.

Mr Willie Clarke MLA
Deputy Chairperson, Committee on Standards and Privileges. 
Wednesday 17th September 2008.

[EXTRACT]
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