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Executive summary 

This research was carried out to obtain a deeper understanding of the relationship between poverty 

and the arts. Secondary analysis was carried out using the Continuous Household Survey (CHS) 

and Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey (YPBAS) to explore differences in engagement 

in the arts for adults and young people living in poverty.  

 

The arts participation rate for adults in Northern Ireland in 2011/12 was 31%. The arts participation 

rate in the 20% most deprived areas combined was lower than the arts participation rate in the 20% 

least deprived areas combined. 

 

The arts attendance rate for adults in Northern Ireland in 2011/12 was 77%. Adult arts attendance 

rates in the 20% most deprived areas combined was lower than the 20% least deprived areas.  

 

In terms of attendance at arts events, people living in the most deprived areas were more likely than 

people living in the least deprived areas to attend community festivals, carnivals and the circus. 

People living in the least deprived areas were more likely than people living in the most deprived 

areas to attend the cinema, museums, the theatre, exhibitions, classical music, jazz, opera and 

ballet.  

 

Ten most popular arts events attended by adults by deprivation 2011/12

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who attended the arts at least once in the last year 
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The adult arts participation rate for people who have never worked was lower than all other social 

classifications. Similarly, people without qualifications were less likely than people with 

qualifications to participate or attend the arts. 

 

People with a limiting long-standing illness were less likely than people without a limiting long-

standing illness to participate or attend the arts.  

 

In 2010, 83% of young people had participated in the arts and 91% had attended the arts in the 

last year. Participation and attendance rates for young people entitled and not entitled to free 

school meals were within 5 percentage points of the average. 

 

Overall, it is important when developing arts initiatives aimed at tackling poverty and social 

exclusion to consider the following: 

 
1. Arts initiatives aimed at tackling poverty and social exclusion should target people living in 

the 20% most deprived areas, people who have never worked, people on low income and 

people with no qualifications.  

 

2. The research has shown that health was a key issue in relation to engagement in the arts 

and poverty for adults.  

 

3. It is essential to be aware of types of arts events that are currently attended by particular 

groups to ensure that initiatives are targeted appropriately. It is important when tackling 

poverty and social exclusion to make stereotypical, inaccessible arts events more 

accessible, regardless of background or perceived social class. 

 

4. While the findings do not show a difference between young people entitled and not entitled 

to free school meals, it is important that there is a focus on children and young people in the 

arts.  

 
DCAL is currently at the initial stages of scoping the development of an Arts and Culture Strategy 

(DCAL, 2013b). These issues will be considered as the strategy is developed as to how the arts 

can tackle issues around poverty and social exclusion. 
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2. Introduction  

 

Background 

This research was carried out to obtain a deeper understanding of the relationship between 

poverty and the arts. Using existing data, the research aimed to explore differences in engagement 

in the arts for adults and young people living in poverty.  

 

The arts in Northern Ireland 

The Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) provides funding for the arts in Northern 

Ireland, sets arts policy and supports arts based initiatives. DCAL works with a number of arts 

organisations to deliver world class arts and cultural facilities within Northern Ireland. The 

Department’s aim is to enhance the quality of arts infrastructure, increase participation in and 

improve access to the arts. 

 

Poverty and social inclusion 

Engagement rates in the arts for adults is captured through the Continuous Household Survey 

(CHS) in Northern Ireland. Findings from the 2011/12 CHS showed that just under a quarter (24%) 

of the population who live in the most deprived areas participated in the arts, while just over a third 

(34%) of those who live in the least deprived areas participated. In addition, a lower proportion of 

the population living in the most deprived areas attended arts events compared with those living in 

the least deprived areas (71% and 87% respectively) (DCAL, 2013a). As a result of the differences 

highlighted in CHS, this research was carried out to explore in more detail how deprivation and 

poverty impacts on engagement in the arts. 

 

Current study 

The purpose of this research was to use the CHS and Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude 

Survey (YPBAS) to carry out secondary analysis on the impact of poverty on engagement in the 

arts for adults and young people in Northern Ireland. In terms of the scope of the subjects covered, 

the aim has been to include as many of the priority areas in the ‘Life time Opportunities: 

Government’s Anti-Poverty and Social Inclusion Strategy for Northern Ireland’ (OFMDFM, 2006). 

These include:  

 

 Area based deprivation; 

 Employment; 

 Education; 

 Health; 

 Children and young people. 
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The main analysis has been carried out in relation to area based deprivation using the Northern 

Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure 2010 (NIMDM) with some analysis using employment, 

education and health indicators, as well as analysis by entitlement to free school meals.   

 

 

  



Impact of poverty on engagement in the arts in Northern Ireland 

7 

 

3. Main findings 

3.1. Adult engagement in the arts and area based deprivation 

3.1.1. Adult arts participation in areas of deprivation  

Adult arts participation rates are captured through the CHS. Using the Northern Ireland Multiple 

Deprivation Measure 2010 (NIMDM), participation rates were calculated for areas of deprivation in 

Northern Ireland. The arts participation rates for respondents to the CHS 2011/12 living in areas of 

decreasing levels of deprivation are shown in Figure 1.   

 

The areas of deprivation are divided into 10 bands (deciles) ranging from those living in the 10% 

most deprived areas shown in pale blue to those living in the 10% least deprived areas shown in 

dark blue.  The 8 bands in between are coloured with deepening shades of blue respectively.  The 

green line shows the average arts participation rate for Northern Ireland.  

 

The arts participation rate for adults in Northern Ireland in 2011/12 was 31%. Adult arts 

participation rates in the 20% most deprived areas were seven percentage points below the 

Northern Ireland average. The arts participation rate in the 20% most deprived areas combined 

was lower than the arts participation rate in the 20% least deprived areas combined. 

 

Figure 1: Adult arts participation rates by deprivation 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey   
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3.1.2. Adult arts attendance in areas of deprivation 

Adult arts attendance rates are also captured through the CHS and were calculated for areas of 

deprivation in Northern Ireland. The arts attendance rates for respondents to the CHS 2011/12, 

living in areas of decreasing levels of deprivation are shown in Figure 2.   

 

As with Figure 1, the areas of deprivation are divided into 10 bands (deciles) ranging from those 

living in the 10% most deprived areas shown in pale blue to those living in the 10% least deprived 

areas shown in dark blue.  The 8 bands in between are coloured with deepening shades of blue 

respectively.  The green line shows the average arts attendance rate for Northern Ireland.  

 

The arts attendance rate for adults in Northern Ireland in 2011/12 was 77%. The 20% most 

deprived areas were six percentage points less than the Northern Ireland average. Adult arts 

attendance rates in the 20% most deprived areas combined was lower than the 20% least deprived 

areas.  

 

In the 20% least deprived areas, the adult arts attendance rate was ten percentage points higher 

than the Northern Ireland average. Adult arts attendance rates in the 20% least deprived areas 

were higher than all other areas.   

 

Figure 2: Adult arts attendance rates by deprivation 2011/12 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey 

71 

72 75 74 74 
78 77 

74 

85 
88 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

1   
10% most 
deprived 

areas 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
10% least 
deprived 

areas 
 

P
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 

NIMDM rank (Deciles) 

NI arts attendance rate 2011/12 



Impact of poverty on engagement in the arts in Northern Ireland 

9 

 

3.1.3. Trends in arts participation by deprivation 

The arts participation trend from 2007/08 to 2011/12 is presented in Figure 3 where the 20% most 

deprived areas are shown in light blue and the 20% least deprived areas are shown in dark blue. 

The green line shows the average arts participation rate for Northern Ireland.  

 

Arts participation rates in the least deprived areas initially decreased from 34% in 2007/08 to 30% 

in 2008/09, then increased to 41% in 2009/10. However, overall, there was no difference between 

2007/08 (34%) and 2011/12 (34%). 

 

Arts participation rates initially decreased in the most deprived areas from 24% in 2007/08 to 19% 

in 2008/09. However, there was no difference between 2007/08 and 2011/12. 

 

Figure 3: Trends in adult arts participation rates by deprivation 2007/08 - 2011/12  

  

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.1.4. Trends in arts attendance by deprivation 

The arts attendance trend from 2007/08 to 2011/12 is presented in Figure 4, where the 20% most 

deprived areas are shown in light blue and the 20% least deprived areas are shown in dark blue. 

The green line shows the average arts attendance rate for Northern Ireland.  

 

Arts attendance rates increased in the least deprived areas from 78% in 2007/08 to 87% in 

2011/12. Arts attendance rates in the most deprived areas initially decreased from 65% in 2007/08 

to 59% in 2008/09 with a participation rate of 71% in 2011/12.  

 

In 2007/08, there was a 13 percentage point difference in arts attendance rates between adults 

living in the most deprived areas and least deprived areas in Northern Ireland. In 2011/12, this 

difference increased to a 16 percentage point difference. However, this increase was not 

statistically significant. 

 

Figure 4: Trends in adult arts attendance rates by deprivation 2007/08 - 2011/12  

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.1.5. Adults and barriers to attending arts events by deprivation  

Barriers to attendance at arts events by deprivation are presented in Figure 5. People living in the 

most deprived areas were more likely than people living in the least deprived areas to say the 

following reasons put them off attending arts events: 

 

 Not interested; 

 Health is not good enough; 

 Lack of transport or cannot easily get to events; and 

 I would not enjoy it. 

 

People living in the least deprived areas were more likely than people living in the most deprived 

areas to say the following reasons put them off attending arts events: 

 

 Difficult to find the time; 

 Events are not publicised enough; and 

 Lack of high profile performances. 

 

Figure 5: Ten main barriers to arts attendance for adults by deprivation 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.1.6. Frequency and type of arts engagement  

Engagement in the arts includes participating in arts activities and/or attending arts events. Figure 

6 presents the frequency of engagement in the arts for adults who engage in the arts at least once 

a year. People in the most deprived areas were more likely than people in the least deprived areas 

to have engaged in the arts once or twice in the last year. People living in the least deprived areas 

were more likely to engage in the arts at least once a month than people living in the most deprived 

areas.  

 

Figure 6: Frequency of adult engagement in the arts by deprivation 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who engaged in the arts at least once in the last year. Excludes ‘Don’t know’ responses. 
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Figure 7: Ten most popular arts activities adults participated in by deprivation 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who participated in the arts at least once in the last year 

 

Figure 8: Ten most popular arts events adults attended by deprivation 2011/12 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who attended the arts at least once in the last year  
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3.2. Adult engagement in the arts and employment 

3.2.1. Adult arts participation by socio-economic classification 

The National Statistics Socio-economic Classification (NS-SEC) is the primary social classification 

in the United Kingdom. Figure 9 shows the arts participation rates for the eight categories as well 

as those in full-time education/not classified. Those who never worked are shown in light blue, 

while those in full-time education/not classified are shown in dark blue. All the other categories are 

shown in different shades of blue. The green line shows the average arts participation rate for 

Northern Ireland.  

 

Adult arts participation rates for people who have never worked was 15 percentage points below 

the Northern Ireland average. Arts participation rates for people in this classification was lower than 

all other social classifications.  

 

Adult arts participation rates for people in higher managerial and professional occupations and in 

full-time education and not classified were both higher than all other classifications. 

 

Figure 9: Adult participation in the arts by Socio-Economic Classification 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.2.2. Adult arts attendance by socio-economic classification  

Figure 10 shows the arts attendance rates for the eight categories of the NS-SEC along with those 

in full-time education/not classified. As with Figure 9, those who never worked are shown in light 

blue, while those in full-time education/not classified are shown in dark blue. All the other 

categories are shown in different shades of blue. The green line shows the average arts 

attendance rate for Northern Ireland.  

 

Adult arts attendance rates for people who have never worked and people in routine occupations 

were 19 percentage points and 16 percentage points below the Northern Ireland average 

respectively. People in both of these classifications were less likely to attend the arts than people 

in all other classifications.  

 

Adult arts attendance rates for people in intermediate occupations, lower managerial and 

professional occupations, in higher managerial and professional occupations and in full-time 

education and not classified were higher than the other five classifications. 

 

Figure 10: Adult attendance in the arts by Socio-Economic Classification 2011/12 

 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.2.3. Adult engagement in the arts by economic activity  

Figure 11 shows the arts participation and attendance rates for adults by economic activity. There 

was no difference across economic activity in relation to arts participation rates. 

  

However, there were differences in arts attendance rates across the three economic activity 

groups. People who were working were more likely to attend arts events than people who were 

unemployed and people who were economically inactive. People who were unemployed were 

more likely to attend the arts than people who were economically inactive. 

  

Figure 11: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by economic activity 2011/12 

  

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.3. Adult engagement in the arts and education  

3.3.1. Adult engagement in the arts by educational qualifications  

Figure 12 shows arts participation and attendance rates for adults by educational qualifications.  

 

People without qualifications were less likely than people with qualifications to engage in the arts. 

People with a degree or a higher qualification were more likely than people with other qualifications 

to engage in the arts.   

 
Figure 12: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by educational qualifications 

2011/12 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.4. Adult engagement in the arts and health  

3.4.1. Adult engagement in the arts by limiting long-standing illness  

Figure 13 shows arts participation and attendance rates for adults by limiting long-standing illness.  

 

Adults with a limiting long-standing illness were less likely than adults without a limiting long-

standing illness to engage in the arts.  

 
Figure 13: Adult participation and attendance rates by limiting long-standing illness 2011/12 

  
Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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3.5. Young people’s engagement in the arts  

3.5.1. Young people’s arts participation and attendance by free school meals 

Young people’s arts participation and attendance rates are captured through the Young Persons’ 

Behaviour and Attitudes Survey (YPBAS). Using YPBAS, entitlement to free school meals can be 

used as an indicator for deprivation. The arts participation and attendance rates for respondents to 

YPBAS 2010 who were entitled and not entitled to free school meals are shown in Figure 14.  

 
In 2010, 83% of young people participated in the arts and 91% attended the arts in the last year. 

The proportion of young people entitled to free school meals are within 5 percentage points of the 

overall average for both arts participation and attendance. 

 

Figure 14: Arts engagement rates for young people by free school meals 2010 

 

Source: Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey 
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3.5.2. Young people and barriers to engagement in the arts by free school meals  

Barriers to engagement in the arts for young people was presented in Figure 15. Both young 

people entitled and not entitled to free school meals cited the following reasons as the top three 

factors for not engaging in the arts: 

 

 They cost too much; 

 It is difficult to find the time; and  

 I’m not really interested. 

 

Figure 15: Barriers to arts attendance for young people by free school meals 2011/12 

  
Source: Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey 
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3.6. Comparisons with other regions 

Caution needs to be taken when comparing deprivation and arts engagement rates in Northern 

Ireland with other countries. It is not advised to compare the deprivation measures across Ireland 

and the UK as data definitions, collection methods and base populations are not the same. Arts 

engagement rates are also captured in each country using different survey tools, different 

methodologies and different definitions of arts participation and attendance. The arts participation 

and attendance trend from 2007/08 to 2011/12 for England and Scotland is presented in Figures 

16, 17 and 18. The figures should be used to highlight the trend in each country and should not be 

compared across countries.  

 

Ireland 

The Public and the Arts 2006 was commissioned by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon to 

provide up-to-date information on the behaviour and attitudes of Irish people towards the arts.  

 

The Arts Council (2006) found that attendance at any arts event for the middle classes may have 

reached a plateau, with only a 1% increase between 1994 and 2006. However, for people in the 

skilled working class and semi-skilled and unskilled working class categories, they found increased 

attendance between 1994 and 2006. They state that while the gap had narrowed in terms of 

attendance at ‘at least one event’, there were still strong class variations at some kinds of events, 

e.g. going to see a play, going to an art exhibition or attending a classical music concert or recital 

(The Arts Council, 2006). 

 

The Arts Council (2006) also found different levels of engagement with arts activities for those on 

lower incomes and for those on higher incomes.  

 
England 

In 2009/10, there was a 22 percentage point difference in arts engagement rates between adults 

living in the most deprived areas and least deprived areas in England. In 2011/12, this difference 

decreased to a 15 percentage point difference.  
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Figure 16: Arts engagement rates1 for adults by deprivation in England 2009/10 - 2011/12 

 

Source: Taking Part 

 

Scotland 

In Scotland in 2011, there was an 18 percentage point difference in arts participation between the 

most and least deprived areas of Scotland. This is similar to the difference in 2007.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Arts engagement rates in England include arts participation and arts attendance.  
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Figure 17: Arts participation rates for adults by deprivation in Scotland 2009/10 - 2011/12 

 
Source: Scottish Household Survey 

 

In 2007, there was a 24 percentage point difference in arts attendance rates between adults living 

in the most deprived areas and least deprived areas in Scotland. In 2011, this difference 

decreased to 21 percentage points.  

 

Figure 18: Arts attendance rates for adults by deprivation in Scotland 2009/10 - 2011/12 

 
Source: Scottish Household Survey 
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Wales 

In 2009, Arts Council of Wales commissioned a major survey of the Welsh adult population entitled 

Arts in Wales 2010. Analysis was carried out looking at engagement rates in the arts for people 

residing in Communities First areas. Communities First is a community focused programme that 

supports the Welsh Government’s Tackling Poverty agenda (Arts Council Wales, 2010).  

 

The survey found that 88% of Communities First area residents attended and/or participated in arts 

activity at least once a year, a similar proportion to respondents who did not live in Communities 

First areas (89%). Since 2005, levels of arts attendance and participation amongst those living in 

Communities First areas have increased more than amongst those not living in Communities First 

areas (Arts Council Wales, 2010). 

 

The arts events/performances most likely to have been attended by Communities First 

respondents included cinema (62%), live music (50%), carnivals/street art (37%), art & craft 

galleries (35%) and plays (31%). Communities First residents were slightly less likely than other 

respondents to visit arts galleries. The most frequently provided reasons for attending events were 

similar to those given by people living in other areas with enjoyment/entertainment and a social 

event or night out mentioned the most often (Arts Council Wales, 2010). 

 

The arts activities most likely to have been undertaken by Communities First respondents included 

visual arts (18%), music (14%) and dance (13%); similar proportions to other respondents. 

Residents of Communities First areas stated similar reasons for participating to those provided in 

other areas (Arts Council Wales, 2010). 

 

The most frequently mentioned barriers amongst Communities First residents were difficultly 

finding the time, cost and family commitments/childcare. The range of reasons for not attending or 

participating provided by Communities First residents were similar to those given by residents of 

other areas (Arts Council Wales, 2010). 

 

In terms of the overall combined measure of attendance and participation once a year or more, 

lower levels were recorded amongst disabled people or people with a long-term illness (76% 

compared to 92% of the remainder of the adult population), members of the DE socio-economic 

groups (80% compared to 93%) and people with no educational qualifications (77% compared to 

94%) (Arts Council Wales, 2010). 
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4. Conclusions 

The analysis shows that there is a link between engagement in the arts and poverty in Northern 

Ireland. Using a number of indicators of poverty such as deprivation, social and economic status, 

economic activity, education and health, the analysis showed that people living in the most 

deprived areas, people who have never worked or were in low paid work, people with no 

qualifications and people with poor health were less likely to engage in the arts. 

 

Research and statistics from other countries provides a similar trend. However, in Northern Ireland, 

there has been little or no change in the gap between people living in the most and least deprived 

areas. It is interesting to note that England, Scotland and Wales have seen the gap narrowing 

between people living in deprived areas or in the case of Wales, Community First areas and other 

areas. The Arts Council (2006) in Ireland also state that those in skilled working class, semi skilled 

and unskilled working class classifications had increased engagement levels in the arts. However, 

the Irish survey took place prior to the recession and it would be interesting to see if this was still 

applicable now.  

 

The main analysis in the report centred on areas of deprivation. The picture emerging was that 

people living in the 20% most deprived areas were less likely to engage in the arts, suggesting that 

these areas should be targeted in initiatives to increase engagement in the arts when tackling 

poverty and social exclusion. However, the analysis also showed that it is important to target 

people who have never worked, people in low paid jobs and people with no qualifications. 

Research carried out in Ireland also demonstrated the link between low income and education and 

levels of engagement in the arts for adults. The Arts Council (2006) study found that income, 

educational attainment and occupational class had an impact on access to and engagement with 

the arts, and with certain art forms and practices especially. They concluded that engagement in 

the arts ‘continued to be determined in large measure by social circumstance’ (The Arts Council, 

2006). 

 

When looking at the barriers to engaging in the arts, it was interesting to note that people living in 

the most deprived areas were more likely than people living in the least deprived areas to say 

health related reasons prevented them from engaging in the arts (‘Health is not good enough’).  

The analysis also showed that people with limiting long-standing illnesses are less likely to engage 

in the arts. There are strong links between health and poverty. Health outcomes are generally 

worse in the most deprived areas in Northern Ireland when compared with those in Northern 

Ireland generally and large differences (or health inequality gaps) continue to exist for a number of 

different health measures (DHSSPS, 2012). The analysis on health and the arts in this report 

demonstrates that the relationship between poverty and health may also affect engaging in the 

arts. 
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It is reassuring to note that for those who participate in the arts, there was no difference in terms of 

types of activities between those living in the most and least deprived areas. For those who attend 

the arts, people living in the least deprived areas were more likely to attend arts events associated 

with a cost such as the cinema, museums, the theatre, exhibitions, classical music, jazz, opera and 

ballet. People living in the most deprived areas were more likely to attend community festivals and 

carnivals. People living in the least deprived areas were also more likely to engage more often than 

people living in the least deprived areas. Similar findings were also found in Ireland by the Arts 

Council in 2006 which states: 

 

‘Reference has already been made to the predominance of middle class people as theatre-goers 

and the same is true of attendance at art exhibitions or at classical music concerts and recitals. 

This long-standing cultural reality remains a challenge to arts policy-makers, funders and 

practitioners who doubtless believe that the arts are inter alia important and distinctive forms of 

human knowledge and that their practice and enjoyment offer access to a repository of 

fundamental human experience. That this repository continues to be unlocked by a minority, and 

largely by those whose social circumstances permit, means that the arts, as practiced in Ireland, 

are often a mark of social exclusiveness rather than an instrument of social inclusion.’ 

 

It was interesting to note that there was little difference between young people who were entitled 

and not entitled to free school meals, both in terms of their engagment in the arts and in relation to 

barriers to the arts.  

 

DCAL and the arts 

DCAL promotes the arts by enhancing the quality of arts infrastructure, increasing participation in 

and improving access to the arts. A number of issues from this research have been considered 

below in relation to DCAL.  

 

1. Arts initiatives aimed at tackling poverty and social exclusion should target people living in 

the 20% most deprived areas, people who have never worked, people on low income and 

people with no qualifications.  

 

2. The research has shown that health was a key issue in relation to engagement in the arts 

and poverty for adults.  

 

3. It is essential to be aware of types of arts events that are currently attended by particular 

groups to ensure that initiatives are targeted appropriately. It is important when tackling 
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poverty and social exclusion to make stereotypical, inaccessible arts events more 

accessible, regardless of background or perceived social class.  

 
4. While the findings do not show a difference between young people entitled and not entitled 

to free school meals, it is important that there is a focus on children and young people in 

the arts.  

 

5. DCAL also targets increased arts engagement for older people and people with disabilities. 

While this research has focused on people living in poverty, DCAL regularly publishes 

statistics on these groups. DCAL (2013a) showed that older people and people with 

disabilities were also less likely to engage in the arts. It is important to consider these 

statistics in conjunction with this research when tackling poverty and social exclusion.  

 

DCAL is currently at the initial stages of scoping the development of an Arts and Culture Strategy 

(DCAL, 2013b). These issues will be considered as the strategy is developed as to how the arts 

can tackle issues around poverty and social exclusion.   
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Appendix 1: Technical notes 

 

Continuous Household Survey (CHS) 

The CHS is a Northern Ireland wide household survey administered by the Central Survey Unit of 

the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA). The CHS is one of the largest 

continuous surveys carried out in Northern Ireland.  It is based on a sample of the general 

population resident in private households and has been running since 1983.  The survey is 

designed to provide a regular source of information on a wide range of social and economic issues 

relevant to Northern Ireland.  DCAL places questions related to culture, arts and leisure in the CHS 

on an annual basis in order to provide data to help inform policy making. Further details of the 

methodology and copies of the questionnaires can be found here. 

 

Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey (YPBAS) 

The YPBAS is a school-based survey conducted in Northern Ireland among 11-16 year-olds. The 

research covers a range of topics, relevant to the lives of young people. DCAL places questions 

related to culture, arts and leisure in the YPBAS in order to provide data to help inform policy 

making. Further details of the methodology and copies of the questionnaires can be found here. 

 

Comparisons with other countries 

Ireland: The Public and the Arts 2006 was commissioned by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle 

Ealaíon to provide up-to-date information on the behaviour and attitudes of Irish people in relation 

to the arts. The study is the third such study undertaken in Ireland. The centrepiece of the research 

process was a survey of 1,210 people which was undertaken at 100 points around Ireland between 

late June and early August 2006. The sample was structured to obtain the views of a 

representative sample of the Irish population. Further details of the survey can be found here. 

 

England: The Taking Part Survey is commissioned by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

(DCMS) in partnership with a number of their arm’s length bodies which include Arts Council 

England, English Heritage, and Sport England. Taking Part is a continuous face-to-face survey 

with adults aged 16 and over living in private households in England. Interviews with children aged 

11-15 years are also carried out directly and for children aged 5-10 years, an interview is 

conducted with the adult respondent. The survey provides a wide range of data about engagement 

and non-engagement in culture, leisure and sport as well as more diverse measures that support a 

range of Government objectives. Further details of the survey can be found here. 

 

Scotland: Questions on culture and sport are contained in the Scottish Household Survey (SHS). 

SHS is a continuous, large-scale social survey of the composition and characteristics of Scottish 

households, the attitudes and behaviour of adults, and to a lesser extent, of children within these 

households. It was first commissioned by the Scottish Executive (now the Scottish Government) in 

http://www.csu.nisra.gov.uk/survey.asp28.htm
http://www.csu.nisra.gov.uk/YPBAS%202010%20Technical%20Report.pdf
http://www.artscouncil.ie/Publications/PublicandtheArts_ExecutiveSummary_English.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/taking-part-2011-12-quarter-4-statistical-release
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1998 and has been collecting data and reporting since February 1999. In 2012, under a new 

contract, the Scottish Household Survey was substantially redesigned and merged with the 

Scottish House Condition Survey. Further details of the survey can be found here. 

 

Wales: The Arts Council of Wales commissioned a large scale population survey to measure arts 

attendance and participation and to gauge attitudes towards the arts in 2005 and 2009/10. The 

main objectives of the survey were to measure: 

 Public attitudes towards and engagement with the arts (attendance and participation); 

 Perceptions of the Arts Council of Wales; 

 Attitudes towards the funding of the arts in Wales; 

 Motivations and barriers to arts attendance and participation. 

Further details of the survey can be found here. 

 

Multiple Deprivation Measures 

It is not advised to compare the deprivation measures across the UK as data definitions, collection 

methods and base populations are not the same across Northern Ireland, England, Scotland and 

Wales. Also, the UK regions have produced their measures in different years. For further details 

please refer to Indices of Deprivation across the UK. 

 

Northern Ireland: The Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM) is the official 

measure of area based multiple deprivation in Northern Ireland. This measure is a weighted 

combination of seven domains of deprivation. Rank 1 indicates the most deprived super output 

area (SOA), while rank 890 denotes the least deprived SOA. Further information can be found 

here. 

 

England: The English Indices of Deprivation measures relative levels of deprivation in small areas 

of England called Lower layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs). Further information can be found 

here. 

 

Scotland: The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation identifies small area concentrations of multiple 

deprivation across all of Scotland in a consistent way. Further information can be found here. 

 

Wales: The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) is the official measure of small area 

deprivation in Wales. Further information can be found here.  

 

National Statistics Socio-economic Classification (NS-SEC) 

The National Statistics Socio-economic Classification is the primary social classification in the 

United Kingdom. The classification replaced two previous social classifications: Socio-economic 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/5277
http://www.artscouncilofwales.org/what-we-do/research/latest-research/artsinwales-2010
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?page=analysisandguidance/analysisarticles/indices-of-deprivation.htm
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/deprivation/nimdm_2010.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-indices-of-deprivation-2010
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD
https://statswales.wales.gov.uk/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation
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Groups and Social Class based on Occupation. The version intended for most users and used 

here has eight categories: 

1. Higher managerial and professional occupations 

2. Lower managerial and professional occupations 

3. Intermediate occupations (clerical, sales, service) 

4. Small employers and own account workers 

5. Lower supervisory and technical occupations 

6. Semi-routine occupations 

7. Routine occupations 

8. Never worked and long-term unemployed 

 

Free School Meals  

The Department of Education currently provides an entitlement for free meals for school children 

from households with a low income. Children’s entitlement to free school meals is widely used as 

an indicator for family income in research across Northern Ireland to indicate levels of deprivation 

among school pupils. 

 

Other notes 

Any statements in this report regarding differences between groups such as males and females, 

different age groups, religion, etc., are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level. This 

means that we can be 95% confident that the differences between groups are actual differences 

and have not just arisen by chance. Both the base numbers and the sizes of the percentages have 

an effect on statistical significance.  Therefore on occasion, a difference between two groups may 

be statistically significant while the same difference in percentage points between two other 

groups may not be statistically significant.  The reason for this is because the larger the base 

numbers or the closer the percentages are to 0 or 100, the smaller the standard errors.  This leads 

to increased precision of the estimates which increases the likelihood that the difference between 

the proportions is actually significant and did not just arise by chance. The following should be 

noted when interpreting figures and tables: 

 Percentages less than 0.5% are denoted by ‘0’ and where there are no responses, they are 

denoted by ‘-’. 

 Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding. 

 Percentages may not add to 100% for questions where multiple responses are allowed.  

 The base number of responses to each question, which is shown in each table, may vary due 

to some respondents not answering certain questions. 
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Appendix 2: Tables 

 

Table 1: Adult arts participation rates by deprivation 2011/12 

Area based deprivation Percentage Base 

All 31 3,689 

   
 Areas ranked from most to least deprived     

1 - 10% most deprived areas  23 331 

2 24 378 

3 30 342 

4 34 415 

5 26 377 

6 34 407 

7 36 372 

8 34 368 

9 36 351 

10 - 10% least deprived areas 32 348 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 

Table 2: Adult arts attendance rates by deprivation 2011/12 

Area based deprivation Percentage Base 

All 77 3,688 

 
  

 Areas ranked from most to least deprived 
 

  

1 - 10% most deprived areas  71 331 

2 72 378 

3 75 342 

4 74 415 

5 74 377 

6 78 407 

7 77 372 

8 74 368 

9 85 350 

10 - 10% least deprived areas 88 348 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 
Table 3: Trends in adult arts participation rates by deprivation 2007/08 - 2011/12 

Area based deprivation 
Percentage 

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 

All 28 25 32 33 31 

            

20% most deprived areas 24 19 25 26 24 

20% least deprived areas 34 30 41 38 34 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
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Table 4: Trends in adult arts attendance rates by deprivation 2007/08 - 2011/12 

Area based deprivation 

Percentage 

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 

All 71 70 75 79 77 

            

20% most deprived areas 65 59 72 66 71 

20% least deprived areas 78 81 85 87 87 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 

Table 5: Barriers to arts attendance for adults by deprivation 2011/12 

Barriers to attendance at arts events 

Percentage 

All  
 

20% most 
deprived areas 

20% least 
deprived areas 

Costs too much 30 35 30 

Difficult to find the time 26 21 30 

Not interested 15 18 12 

Events aren't publicised enough 11 9 16 

Family commitments 12 12 12 

Not enough facilities close to where I live 10 9 10 

Health is not good enough 8 10 6 

Lack of transport or cannot easily get to 
events 

7 9 6 

Lack of high profile performances 5 5 7 

Do not have anyone to go with 5 5 4 

I would not enjoy it 5 5 3 

Access in and around venue is poor 3 3 4 

Performance and events are poor 3 2 3 

Venues are of poor quality 2 2 2 

Venues are in unsafe places 1 2 1 

I might feel uncomfortable or out of place 2 2 1 

Other 1 1 1 

None of these 22 19 23 

       

Base 3,688 709 699 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Percentages do not sum to 100 due to multiple responses. 
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Table 6: Frequency of adult engagement in the arts by deprivation 2011/12 

Frequency of engagement 

Percentage 

All 
20% most 

deprived areas 
20% least 

deprived areas 

At least once a month 23 18 27 

Less frequently but at least once every 3 
months 

38 38 43 

Less frequently but at least once a year 39 44 30 

  
 

    

Base 2,497 443 522 

Source: Continuous Household Survey  
Based on respondents who engaged in the arts at least once in the last year. Excludes ‘Don’t know’ responses. 
 

Table 7: Arts activities adults participated in by deprivation 2011/12 

Type of arts activity 

Percentage 

All 
20% most 

deprived areas 
20% least 

deprived areas 

Played a musical instrument for own pleasure 28 22 27 

Textile crafts such as embroidery, crocheting 
or knitting 

24 21 27 

Painting, drawing, printmaking or sculpture 20 24 24 

Used a computer to create original artwork 18 16 21 

Other dance 14 14 10 

Photography as an artistic activity 14 14 14 

Played a musical instrument to an audience 12 7 13 

Sang to an audience or rehearsed for a 
performance 

10 12 9 

Other crafts such as calligraphy, pottery or 
jewellery making 

9 8 11 

Wood crafts such as wood turning, carving or 
furniture making 

8 5 10 

Made films or videos as an artistic activity 6 8 9 

Rehearsed or performed in play/drama 6 5 9 

Written any poetry 5 8 7 

Written any stories or plays 5 7 5 

Written music 5 3 6 

Ballet 0 0 0 

Rehearsed or performed in opera/operetta 0 - 0 

        

Base 1,118 159 229 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who participated in the arts at least once in the last year.  
Percentages less than 0.5% are represented by ‘0’, while no responses are represented by ‘-‘. 
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Table 8: Arts events adults attended by deprivation 2011/12 

Type of arts event  

Percentage 

All 
20% most 

deprived areas 
20% least 

deprived areas 

Film at a cinema or other venue 75 74 81 

A museum 28 23 40 

Play or drama 27 23 29 

Rock or pop music performance 25 23 27 

A community festival 19 21 12 

Other theatre performance 18 13 23 

Other live music event 16 15 12 

Exhibition or collection of art, photography or 
sculpture 

14 8 23 

Folk, or traditional or world music 
performance 

10 8 11 

Craft exhibition  10 5 13 

Circus 8 14 6 

An arts festival 7 5 8 

Carnival 6 8 4 

An Irish dance performance 6 4 5 

Event connected with books or writing 5 3 6 

Classical music performance 5 2 8 

Jazz performance 4 2 5 

Other dance event 4 5 3 

Opera/operetta 3 1 4 

Ballet 1 - 3 

        

Base 2,764  489 596 
Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Based on respondents who attended the arts at least once in the last year.  
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Table 9: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by Socio-Economic Classification 2011/12 

Socio-Economic Classification 

Percentage 

Participation in 
arts activities 

Attendance in 
arts events 

Base  

All 31 77 3,689 

        

Higher managerial & professional 
occupations 

45 91 268 

Lower managerial & professional occupations 36 86 750 

Intermediate occupations 31 83 476 

Small employers and own account workers 27 70 333 

Lower supervisory & technical occupations 25 71 212 

Semi-routine occupations 28 74 684 

Routine occupations 24 61 621 

Never worked 16 58 193 

Full-time education & not classified 49 97 152 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 
Table 10: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by economic activity 2011/12 

Economic activity 

Percentage 

Participation in 
arts activities 

Attendance in 
arts events 

Base  

All 31 77 3,689 

        

Working 32 86 1,889 

Unemployed 26 74 181 

Economically inactive 31 65 1,619 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 
Table 11: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by educational qualifications 2011/12 

Educational qualifications 

Percentage 

Participation in 
arts activities 

Attendance in 
arts events 

Base  

All 31 77 3, 689 

        

No qualifications 17 58 704 

All other qualifications 32 85 1,877 

Degree level or higher 43 96 545 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 
Bases do not sum to total for all because there were missing responses to the question on educational qualifications.  
 

 
  



Impact of poverty on engagement in the arts in Northern Ireland 

36 

 

Table 12: Adult participation and attendance in the arts by limiting long-standing illness 2011/12 

Limiting long-standing illness 

Percentage 

Participation in 
arts activities 

Attendance in 
arts events 

Base  

All 31 77 3,686 

        

Yes 28 63 1,004 

No 32 81 2,682 

Source: Continuous Household Survey 

 
Table 13: Arts engagement rates for young people by free school meals 2010 

Free school  meals 

Percentage 

Participation in 
arts activities 

Attendance in 
arts events 

Base  

All 83 91 3,847 

        

Entitled to free school meals 82 87 728 

Not entitled to free school meals 83 92 3,112 

Source: Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey 

 
Table 14: Barriers to engagement in the arts for young people by free school meals 2010 

Reasons 

Percentage 

All 
Entitled to free 
school meals 

Not entitled to 
free school meals 

They cost too much 28 24 29 

It is difficult to find the time 26 22 27 

I'm not really interested 20 18 21 

There is nothing on that I would like 16 19 15 

Nothing would put me off 16 16 16 

Lack of transport 12 14 12 

There aren't enough facilities or events close 
to where I live 

12 9 13 

I don't have anyone to go to them with 12 10 12 

I wouldn't enjoy them 11 10 11 

I don't have enough information about what is 
on 

11 7 9 

I might feel uncomfortable or out of place 9 7 8 

Religious reasons 8 2 2 

My health isn't good enough 2 1 1 

Other reason 1 12 11 

   
 

Base 3,676 699 2,977 

Source: Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitude Survey  
Percentages do not sum to 100 due to multiple responses. 
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