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Membership and Powers

Membership and Powers

The Committee for Social Development is a Statutory Departmental Committee established 
in accordance with paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Belfast Agreement, section 29 of the Northern 
Ireland Act 1998 and under Standing Order 48.

The Committee has power to:

 ■ consider and advise on Departmental budgets and annual plans in the context of the 
overall budget allocation;

 ■ consider relevant secondary legislation and take the Committee stage of primary 
legislation;

 ■ call for persons and papers;

 ■ initiate inquires and make reports; and

 ■ consider and advise on any matters brought to the Committee by the Minister for Social 
Development.

The Committee has 11 members including a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson and a 
quorum of 5.

The membership of the Committee since 23 May 2011 has been as follows:

Mr Alex Maskey (Chairperson) 
Mr Mickey Brady (Deputy Chairperson) 
Mr Jim Allister7 
Ms Paula Bradley1 

Mr Gregory Campbell3 
Mr Trevor Clarke8 
Mr Michael Copeland 
Mr Stewart Dickson11 

Ms Dolores Kelly10 
Mr Fra McCann 
Mr Sammy Wilson2,4,5,6,9 

1  With effect from 20 February 2012 Ms Paula Bradley replaced Mr Gregory Campbell
2  With effect from 26 March 2012 Mr Alastair Ross replaced Mr Sammy Douglas
3  With effect from 01 October 2012 Mr Gregory Campbell replaced Mr Alex Easton
4  With effect from 01 October 2012 Mr Sammy Douglas replaced Mr Alastair Ross
5  With effect from 11 February 2013 Mr Sydney Anderson replaced Mr Sammy Douglas
6  With effect from 07 May 2013 Mr Sammy Douglas replaced Mr Sydney Anderson
7  With effect from 09 September 2013 Mr Jim Allister replaced Mr David McClarty
8  With effect from 16 September 2013 Mr Trevor Clarke replaced Ms Pam Brown
9  With effect from 16 September 2013 Mr Sammy Wilson replaced Mr Sammy Douglas
10  With effect from 30 September 2013 Mrs Dolores Kelly replaced Mr Mark H Durkan
11  With effect from 01 October 2013 Mr Stewart Dickson replaced Mrs Judith Cochrane
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