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Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister

Fuel Costs

Mr McGlone asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister how much their Department, and its
agencies, have spent on fuel in each of the last five years.
(AQW 8095/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness (The First Minister and deputy First Minister): Expenditure on
fuel by our Department is set out in the following table. Information is not available for the financial
year 2007-08.

OFMDFM
Year Fuel Costs
2008-09 £2,000.00
2009-10 £2,107.00
201011 £2,222.86

The figures above cover fuel spent on the minibus in use at the Maze/Long Kesh site. The Department
commenced leasing the minibus late in 2007. Fuel costs for the initial period January 08 to March 08
where minimal.

Northern Ireland Bureau

Mr Eastwood asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister whether there are any plans to extend
the representation of the Northern Ireland Bureau to the Far East.
(AQW 8473/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: We have asked officials to prepare a draft paper by the end
of March which sets out proposals for strengthening our profile overseas including a proposed visit to
China later in the year. The key objectives of that Strategy will be to accelerate inward investment, to
promote tourism and to encourage more overseas students to study here.

Northern Ireland Peace Monitoring Report

Ms Ritchie asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their assessment of the Northern
Ireland Peace Monitoring Report.
(AQW 9134 /11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: Work such as this contributes to assessing our progress as we
move out of conflict.
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We already have come a long way as a society and the collective effort at a political, community and
individual level must be commended. The report itself highlights the stability of the political institutions
and the decrease there has been in the level of violence. However, we know that there is still work to do.

We remain committed to tackling the root causes of division and to building a united community. We
also remain committed to publishing an agreed Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Strategy. The cross
party working group continues to meet on a weekly basis to finalise the strategy.

Photographers Selected to Accompany Ministers on Ministerial Visits

Mr Flanagan asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister how photographers are selected to
accompany Ministers on Ministerial visits.
(AQW 9210/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: In line with public procurement requirements, a contract

is in place to provide photographic services. Following a competition administered by the Central
Procurement Directorate six photographers were appointed to undertake work on behalf of the NICS.
Under the terms of this contract the appointed photographers are invited to submit a tender for each
assignment before being selected.

In the event that none of the photographers on the contract are able to undertake an assignment, other
photographers may be appointed in line with normal procurement guidance.

Photographic Services

Mr Allister asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister why it is necessary for their Department
to contract out photographic services; and whether this an established practice or a new approach.
(AQW 9356,/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: The use of contracted photographers has been standard practice
over many years and provides a high quality record of key Ministerial announcements and events. All
photographic appointments are made in line with procurement guidance to ensure value for money.

While departmental staff regularly take their own photographs for ‘in-house’ activities and events, there
are occasions where the services of professional photographers with the ability to deliver high quality
images to the media are required.

Project 5873

Mr Allister asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister what is the duration of the contract under
Project 5873; and, in addition to its basic cost price, whether selected photographers will be paid to
travel abroad with Executive Ministers, with all their expenses paid.

(AQW 9486,/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: The contract is for an initial period of one year, with the option
to extend by three further periods of one year each. The cost price is calculated on the basis of these
extensions being taken up.

The contract is for photographic assignments within Northern Ireland.

Joint Public Services College

Mrs Overend asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister how the Desertcreat Training College
Project Team is working with the Strategic Investment Board in relation to tender contracts for the Joint
Public Services College.

(AQO 1609/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: Since December 2008, an adviser from the Strategic
Investment Board (SIB) has been the Programme Manager for the Joint Public Services Training
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Centre. He reports to a Programme Board chaired by the Deputy Chief Constable and is responsible

for delivering all aspects of the programme. He directs a Programme Team staffed by members

of the participating organisations. SIB appointed another adviser to be the project’s Procurement
Manager and its Legal Director provides further support. Health Estates and the Central Procurement
Directorate, as a Centre of Procurement Expertise (CoPE), are providing advice, as are other staff in SIB
as required — for example on the implementation of Social Clauses in procurement.

NICS Live Event in April 2012

Ms Ritchie asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister whether they will ask the Head of the
Civil Service to review the fee structure for the NICS Live event in April 2012, to ensure that small and
medium sized businesses are not excluded.

(AQO 1527/11-15)

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: The NICS Live event is owned by Dods, a political information,
publishing, events and communications organisation. The event is being run at no direct cost to the
Civil Service and the fee structure for the event is set by Dods as it is bearing all the financial risks.

They have offered a partnership to the NICS to inform the content of the event and ensure the
seminars, workshops and speakers all support the Programme for Government agenda. Civil Servants
will attend for free.

Dods is solely responsible for arranging and negotiating sponsorship, advertising and exhibitions. There
is a range of different sponsorship options to suit small and medium size businesses and they can
also attend as delegates.

We have spoken to Dods who would be very happy to speak directly to any small and medium sized
businesses regarding NICS Live. Dods are quite willing to establish a specific small and medium
sized business zone within NICS Live as they have done previously at the Civil Service Live event held
in London. If the Member would like to provide the contact details of any small and medium sized
businesses who may be interested in attending the NICS Live event we will pass their details directly
through to Dods

NICS Live 2012 is free to all Civil Servants and we have negotiated for a number of voluntary
organisations to attend for free; however the Civil Service is not responsible for setting delegate fees
or sponsorship costs.

This year’s event follows the very successful event held in 2010. The theme is the Programme for
Government and the event will provide an opportunity to focus on how the NICS can better support
Ministers and the Executive in the delivery of quality, cost effective public services.

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

Broadband Fund

Mr Flanagan asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for her assessment of the
number of consumers who have benefited from the funding that her Department provided for the
Broadband Fund.

(AQW 8770/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill (The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development): As you know the provision of
broadband is the remit of the Department of Enterprise Trade and Investment, however to date

DARD contributed some £2.554million (£1.564million + £990,000) to DETI’s project to provide next
generation broadband services to 85% of businesses by 2011. The DARD contribution funded fibre
upgrades to some 204 cabinets across the north. In total some £19.8million has been provided to
upgrade 1,265 cabinets which has in turn, stimulated BT to upgrade further cabinets. By the end of
March 2012 some 2,649 cabinets in urban and rural areas across the north will have been upgraded
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and BT estimate that 89% of telephones lines will be connected to a fibre upgraded cabinet. Figures
on the number of connections on each cabinet are not recorded. However the number of businesses
serviced by cabinets upgraded with DARD’s funds is estimated to be in the region of 3000 businesses.

The DETI remit is very focused on businesses and going forward any further DARD commitments of
funding will be aimed wider at all rural dwellers.

Wild Animals: Banned in Circuses

Mr Wells asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether she is aware of the recent
announcement that wild animals will be banned in circuses in England; and if she intends to introduce
a similar ban.

(AQW 9192/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: | have read the Minister of State for Agriculture and Food, Jim Paice’s Written Ministerial
Statement on 1 March 2012 and | have noted that he is proposing to ban travelling circuses from using
performing wild animals in circuses on ethical grounds, rather than welfare grounds. | am also aware
that in the interim Defra has opened a consultation on 1 March 2012, seeking views on a proposed
licensing scheme that would promote and safeguard the welfare of wild animals in travelling circuses in
England.

My priorities on animal welfare over the coming period will continue to be the roll-out of the new
provisions in the Welfare of Animals Act 2011, including new subordinate legislation on the welfare

of farmed animals, dog breeding establishments, permitted procedures and the tail docking of dogs.
Continuing to provide advice and guidance to support Councils during the first year of their new animal
welfare enforcement role in relation to other (non-farmed) animals, which starts next month, is also a
key priority.

At this time, | have no plans to introduce a ban on animals in circuses. However, | can assure you that
| intend to take the time to assess the available evidence and give the issue detailed consideration.

I will also take advice on the legal implications and on the proportionality of the options open to me
so that the welfare of animals in circuses is fully protected. | will also need to consider the required
legislative framework to support each option.

| would want to examine developments in the south of Ireland as well as England, Scotland and Wales
and engage with stakeholders, including circus operators and their representatives, to ensure that their
views are properly considered. In addition, | would wish to take into account developments in Europe,
particularly in relation to the proposed new EU Animal Welfare Strategy for 2012 - 2015.

While we have no circuses based in the north, there are a number of circuses registered in the south,
some of which regularly travel here. My Department has an agreed protocol with the Department of
Agriculture,

Food and the Marine in the south which provides for an inspection of animals from these registered
circuses before moving back to the south.

Funding to Agricultural Shows

Mr Weir asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how much funding her Department
has given to agricultural shows in each of the last five years.
(AQW 9202/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The table below lists the total funding provided by my Department to agricultural shows in
each of the last five years:

2007 £5,000

2008 £5,275
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2009 £5,000
2010 £5,000
2011 £6,000

Surgical Removal of Vocal Chords from Dogs

Mr Agnew asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what legislation is in place to
regulate the surgical removal of vocal chords from dogs; and for her assessment of this legislation.
(AQW 9238/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: Under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 only a veterinary surgeon can remove the
vocal chords from a dog. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) view is that de-voicing of
dogs is unacceptable and if it cannot be justified by the veterinary surgeon as being undertaken for
the purpose of medical treatment, then it would almost certainly be considered by the RCVS to be
disgraceful conduct by a veterinary surgeon and subject to disciplinary proceedings.

The Welfare of Animals Act 1972 makes it an offence for anyone to subject any animal (other than a
fish, bird or reptile) to any operation which involves interference with sensitive tissue or bone structure
of the animal, without the use of an anaesthetic.

Once Section 5 of the new Welfare of Animals Act 2011 is commenced in April these powers will be
strengthened as it will be it an offence for a Lay Person to undertake a Prohibited Procedure which
includes the removal of vocal chords from a dog. The 2011 Act also increases the maximum penalty on
summary conviction to imprisonment for such an offence from 3 months to 6 months and/or a £5000
fine and on conviction on indictment to 2 years imprisonment and / or an unlimited fine.

| am satisfied that the legislation that we have in place is sufficient to protect dogs from the unnecessary
removal of their vocal chords.

Common Agricultural Policy

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how the Common Agricultural
Policy could be reformed to meet the needs of small businesses.
(AQW 9249/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The Common Agricultural Policy proposals for the 2014-2020 period include a number
of measures to support micro, small and medium sized enterprises in both the agricultural and non-
agricultural sector. Substantial income support for family farms, nearly all of which could be classified
as small and medium sized enterprises, will continue post 2013 in the form of direct payments under
Pillar I. The Pillar Il proposals have a greater emphasis on innovation, knowledge transfer, training and
co-operation, as well continued support for new business start-up (with a particular focus on young
farmers), development of small farms, farm diversification and support for existing rural businesses.
My Department

is continuing to work to secure a well funded, simplified and flexible CAP which can be tailored to meet
local industry requirements.

Single Farm Payment

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development to detail the changes to the
Single Farm Payment if the proposed reform of the Common Agricultural Policy is adopted, including the
costs involved.

(AQW 9250/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The proposals for the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) published by the EU
Commission on 12 October 2011 would result in major changes to the system of farm support. Firstly,
the Single Farm Payment would be replaced by a number of payments, including a basic payment, a
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‘greening’ payment, a top-up payment for new young entrants and a small farmer payment. In addition,
there are options to introduce coupled payments and payments for Areas of Natural Constraint. These
proposed changes, if agreed, would inevitably increase the complexity of the direct payments system.

Another feature of the current proposals is a move away from historically based payments towards a
flat rate payment regime, which would lead to a major redistribution of support among claimants.

There would undoubtedly be additional administration costs arising from these changes, but as these
are initial proposals which will undoubtedly be modified during the negotiations, | have not attempted to
estimate the additional costs of administration at this stage. However, the EU Commission’s Impact
Assessment of the proposed reform of CAP suggests that administration costs could rise by 15%. A
number of Member States have suggested this may be an underestimate and | would share that concern.

Deregulation of the Agricultural Sector

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for an update on the deregulation
of the agricultural sector.
(AQW 9251/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: It is not an objective of my Department to deregulate the agricultural sector. It is vitally
important for everyone that an appropriate level of regulation is in place which protects the public,
protects our reputation as a food producing region and allows businesses to grow.

The purpose of the ongoing work on better regulations is to review the current most burdensome
regulations with the aim being to simplify where possible and ultimately to reduce the overall
administrative burden to the agri-food sector.

The NI Agri-Food Better Regulation and Simplification Review and the subsequent Better Regulation
Action Plan are keys steps in identifying the most costly areas of administration and setting about
reducing their impact on businesses within this very important sector. | am also keen to ensure that
the administrative burden created by future new or revised regulations is minimised.

Certificates for Meat Exportation to China

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what representations she has
made to Westminster regarding the equality of access to export certificates for meat exportation to China.
(AQW 9252/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: Along with our pork exporters | welcomed the recent agreement of a health certificate
to facilitate the export of pork from pigs born, reared and slaughtered in the north. My officials are
currently working with interested Food Business Operators to help them attain the required premises
approval to enable them to export to China.

During negotiations of the certificate my officials worked with their Defra colleagues to get agreement
from the Chinese authorities to allow the export of pork derived from pigs of southern origin, however
the Chinese insisted upon the Britain and north of Ireland only clause. This is the same position in the
south where only pork derived from pigs of southern origin may be exported.

In order to open this export market to all pork derived from pigs slaughtered in the north | have asked
my Defra and DAFM counterparts, as well as Ministerial Colleagues, to consider if they can provide any
assistance in reopening negotiations. | am awaiting their advice.

Poultry meat and other red meat export negotiations are taken forward under the auspices of the
relevant export negotiation group. As a reserved matter Defra leads these Groups however both our
industry and my officials have input to ensure our exporter’'s needs are reflected, where possible, in
the negotiations. The priorities for the Groups are collectively set by the industry with China being
considered a high priority for all meat.
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Rural Development Projects and Community Based Initiatives in Co.Fermanagh

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development to detail the total spend by her
Department on rural development projects and community based initiatives in Co.Fermanagh in (i)

2007/08; (i) 2008/09; (iii) 2009/10; and (iv) 2010/11.

(AQW 9263/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The total spend by my Department on rural development projects and community-based
initiatives in County Fermanagh was: £4,568,816 in 2007/08; £4,235,366 in 2008/09; £4,581,161
in 2009/10; and £4,966,256 in 2010/11. These figures do not include expenditure on joint or shared
projects where it is not possible to separate out expenditure benefitting County Fermanagh alone.

A detailed breakdown is provided in the table below:

SPENDING ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES IN COUNTY
FERMANAGH IN (I) 2007/08; (1) 2008/09; (1l1I) 2009/10; AND (1V) 2010/11

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11
Project
Leader + 286815 30163 119058 0]
Rural Challenge 0 0 0 22042
Rural Childcare 0 0 0] 81179
Renewing Communities Pilot Scheme 64391 57838 0 0
Building Sustainable Prosperity 48828 37130 0 0
Community-based initiatives 63900 43285 78456 74184
Farm Family Options Skills 0 0 0 24236
Farm Family Options Mentoring 0 0 0 3108
Focus Farms 0 0 30319 49541
Processing and Marketing Grant (1.2) 0 0 481198 525160
Farm Modernisation Programme (1.3) 0 0 175909 37366
Countryside Management 3945870 3841455 3609839 3887306
Woodland Grant Scheme (capital 82952 125413 40814 0
payment)
EU-funded 44912 68977 15688 0
Farm Woodland Premium Scheme 20556 16174 15085 7175
(annual payment - current scheme)
EU-funded 10592 8592 8240 2583
Farm Woodland (annual payment - 0 4920 2350 2350
legacy scheme)
EU-funded 0 1419 656 402
Axis 3 0 0 3551 249625
Total by year 4,568,816 4,235,366 4,581,161 4,966,256
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Notes:

(1) In 2007/08 and 2008/09 sums of £469,315 and £517,085 were spent respectively in border counties
under Interreg IlIA. While County Fermanagh was one County benefitting from this expenditure it is not
possible to separate out the Fermanagh-only spend. Therefore no allowance is made for this in the total
spend.

(2) Similarly, it is not possible to provide county-specific information for two agri-environment schemes,
the Countryside Access Scheme and the Habitat Improvement Scheme, or for the new Organic Farming
Scheme, and again no allowance is made for expenditure under these schemes in the total spend.

Common Agricultural Policy

Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, pursuant to AQW 7214/11-
15, for her assessment of the impact that the proposed changes to the Common Agricultural Policy
will have on the Executive’s target of doubling the amount of woodland cover, and the impact on the
financial support that is available to parties seeking to create woodland.

(AQW 9289/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: Negotiations on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post 2013 have a long
way to go and | have already met the European Commission on CAP reform issues and further meetings
are envisaged.

| welcome the Commission’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) proposals to increase support for
establishment of woodland up to 100% of costs, that land eligible in 2008 and subsequently planted
under the Woodland Grant Scheme remains eligible for Single Farm Payment, and that woodland on
arable land can be included as Ecological Focus Areas. However, we do not have very much of that kind
of land, and the Commission proposal to restrict the loss of permanent pasture on an individual farm
holding to 5% is a significant challenge for woodland creation. | am also concerned that Commission
proposals to exclude income foregone payments will make woodland planting options much less attractive.

Our aim to double the forest area requires a change from agricultural use at a rate of only 0.2% each
year. In principle, that sounds achievable, but the Commission proposals for CAP reform make practical
difficulties because of the small size of many farm holdings.

Rural Development Community Service

Mr T Clarke asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development to outline the process and criteria
used to select the areas chosen for delivery of the Rural Development Community Service; and why
these areas were chosen.

(AQW 9294 /11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The NI Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) provided information on the number of
people and income deprived people living in rural Output Areas. This information, along with the need
identified during the consultation process, was used in the rationale for selection of the areas and the
allocation of funding in the Economic Appraisal for delivery of a Rural Community Development Service,
which has been approved by the Department of Finance and Personnel.

Rural Development Community Service

Mr T Clarke asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how funding for delivery of the
Rural Development Community Service will be allocated to the eight areas selected for the project.
(AQW 9296,/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The allocation of funding to the eight areas selected for delivery of a Rural Community
Development Service was based on information provided by the NI Statistics and Research Agency
(NISRA) about the number of people and income deprived people living in rural Output Areas. This
was subjected to an Economic Appraisal which has been approved by the Department of Finance and
Personnel.
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Rural Development Community Service

Mr T Clarke asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how the funding for delivery of
the Rural Development Community Service, which was allocated to each of the eight selected areas,
reflects the size of the rural population in those areas; and to outline the rationale for the award of the
funding to each area.

(AQW 9298/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The NI Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) provided information on the number of
people and income deprived people living in rural Output Areas. This was used as the rationale for the
allocation of funding in the Economic Appraisal for delivery of a Rural Community Development Service
which has been approved by the Department of Finance and Personnel.

Broadband in Rural Areas

Mr Lunn asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for an update on the provision of
rural broadband; and what proposals she has for higher speed broadband in rural areas.
(AQW 9303/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: As you know the provision of broadband is the remit of the Department of Enterprise Trade
and Investment however, to date DARD contributed some £2.554million (£1.564million + £990,000)
to DETI’s project to provide next generation broadband services to 85% of businesses by 2011. The
DARD contribution funded fibre upgrades to some 204 cabinets across the north of Ireland. In total
some £19.8million has been provided to upgrade 1,265 cabinets which has in turn, stimulated BT to
upgrade further cabinets. By the end of March 2012 some 2,649 cabinets in urban and rural areas
across the north of Ireland, will have been upgraded and BT estimate that 89% of telephones lines will
be connected to a fibre upgraded cabinet. Figures on the number of connections on each cabinet are
not recorded. However the number of businesses serviced by cabinets upgraded with DARD’s funds is
estimated to be in the region of 3000 businesses.

DETI primarily focus on broadband access for businesses but DARD will have a wider focus including all
rural dwellers. | have recently announced that | would like to invest further DARD funds to increase the
quality and coverage of broadband in rural areas and work to assess how best to do this is ongoing.

Proposed Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding Establishments) Regulations

Mr D Mcliveen asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how her Department will
ensure that the proposed Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding Establishments) Regulations do not
unnecessarily penalise small scale breeders, or encourage the breeding of larger numbers in order
to recoup costs, which could lead to an increase in unwanted puppies, breeders taking less care in
relation to where they sell puppies and the suitability of the owners, and to dogs being abandoned.
(AQW 9312/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The commercial breeding of dogs is a legitimate business both here and across these
islands and | do not intend to place any unnecessary burden on small, medium or large scale dog
breeders. The draft Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding Establishments) Regulations set out the
minimum standards required for commercial breeding establishments to ensure that the welfare needs
of breeding bitches, dogs and pups are met. Where good breeders are already operating to these
minimum standards, the costs to them to implement these Regulations will be limited to the annual
licence fee and microchipping their pups and these costs will be very low.

The new Regulations propose to introduce a new breeding establishment licence system which includes
a sliding scale of fees, determined by the number of breeding bitches in the establishment. The
introduction of the breeding establishment licence is to ensure that Councils, who will enforce these
Regulations, recover their full costs when approving and inspecting breeding establishments. | intend to
ensure that the fees, whilst allowing the Council to cover their costs, are keep at a realistic level. The
proposed licence fee for a small breeding establishment i.e. no more than 10 bitches is £150. Whilst
microchipping pups will be a compulsory requirement before the pup leaves the breeder, there will be
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no requirement for a veterinary surgeon to undertake the microchip. Once a breeder is competent at
microchipping they can microchip their own pups, so the cost should only be a few pounds per pup.

| do not see any breeders increasing the number of pups they breed to cover these small costs.
However the draft Regulations also include proposals on the minimum and maximum ages for breeding
a bitch and maximum number of litters a bitch can produce in her lifetime. This proposed new
requirement whilst aimed at improving and protecting the long term welfare of the bitch will also ensure
that bitches are not continuously bred to cover any new costs associated with these Regulations.

Enforcement of these proposed new Dog Breeding Establishments Regulations will, as outlined above,
rest with Councils who enforced the current 1983 Dog Breeding Establishment Regulations. The proposal
in the draft Regulations which requires a licensed breeder to microchip all pups before they leave the
premises will assist Council inspectors to identify the owner or breeder of an abandoned pup or dog.

A draft Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) was carried out prior to the public consultation which

took place from October 2011 to January 2012. A specific question was included in the consultation
seeking evidence based information on any future costs to breeders. Whilst some stakeholders
commented on possible costs, other stakeholders were of the view that most breeders already operate
to these proposed standards, so little if any costs would be incurred. No information was provided from
any breeders on actual costs they would incur.

| wish to see that all dog breeding establishments in the north operate to good welfare standards
and that they produce high quality pups, both pedigree and non-pedigree. The proposal in the draft
Regulations will ensure all commercially bred pups have the best possible start in life.

Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding Establishments) Regulations (NI) 2012

Mr D Mcllveen asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether there will be an
opportunity for further input from interested parties into the proposed Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding
Establishments) Regulations.

(AQW 9314 /11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The 12 week public consultation on the proposed Welfare of Animals (Dog Breeding
Establishments) Regulations (NI) 2012 closed on 10 January 2012. That consultation, which issued

to over 2,000 consultees, was the formal opportunity for dog breeders, specialist interest groups,
councils and the general public to comment on the proposals contained within the draft Regulations.

A substantial number of responses were received from that process and my officials are currently
analysing these. In addition | met with one industry representative body that represents a number of
dog breeders in the north and my officials met with another industry representative body to hear at first
hand their views and concerns about the draft Regulations.

It is not my intention, at this time, to undertake any further consultation on these draft Regulations.
However, | can assure you that | will consider all the relevant issues raised in the consultation
responses before deciding on the final detail of the draft Regulations.

The ARD Committee will have the opportunity to consider the consultation responses and scrutinise
the draft Regulations before | seek Executive agreement to lay them in the Assembly for debate under
the draft affirmative resolution procedure before the summer recess. Any interested party has the
right to make an application to come before the Committee to make representations on the proposed
Regulations.

In bringing forward these Regulations | do not want to place unnecessary, potentially onerous
requirements on legitimate dog breeders, but | do intend to provide sufficient powers to ensure that
sub-standard breeders take the necessary steps to improve the conditions within their breeding
establishments.
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Dog Attacks on Livestock

Lord Morrow asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what action she will take to
address the low prosecution rates for dog attacks on livestock.
(AQW 9332/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The control of dogs here is legislated for by the Dogs Order 1983, as amended by the
Dogs (Amendment) Act 2011.

Local Councils are responsible for enforcing this legislation, including taking forward any prosecutions.
As Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development | am responsible for Dog Control policy and
legislation. However, how that legislation is implemented, enforced and how prosecutions are taken
forward is the responsibility of the Councils here; and how the law is interpreted is a matter for the
Courts. Councils do not fall under my area of responsibility.

All incidents of straying, dog attacks and livestock worrying are investigated by Council Enforcement
Officers and it is for Councils to decide the appropriate action to be taken. The Councils have formed a
Dog Advisory Group to ensure a consistent approach to enforcement across Council jurisdictions.

Cost-Effectiveness of Away-Days and Team-Building Exercises

Mr S Anderson asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how her Department assesses
the cost-effectiveness of away-days and team building exercises.
(AQW 9341/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The Department does not have a formal means of assessing the cost effectiveness
of away days and team building exercises. Business areas involved are required to set targets
and objectives and review progress at the end of each event — they are also required to adhere to
guidelines on the use of facilities and restrictions on hospitality.

UK Forestry Standard

Ms Lo asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether all the bodies or organisations
within her Department’s remit which own woodland are compliant with the UK Forestry Standard,
including her Department, any arm’s-length body and any organisation to which her Department
provides grant aid.

(AQW 9385/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The Forestry Standard is the formal statement of commitment to sustainable forestry.
The 3rd edition of the Standard was published in October 2011 following a period of consultation. The
Standard makes reference to our Forestry Act 2010, and the associated requirements of good forestry
practice. It applies to all woodland, and serves to achieve a balance between the interests of forestry
in delivering social benefits, as a commercial business and safeguarding the environment.

Woodland owned by my Department is managed in accordance with the Standard. Support for private
woodland owners, through grants administered by Forest Service, is subject to confirmation that work
undertaken meets the requirements of the Forestry Standard and its supporting guidelines. Agricultural
land, including small areas of woodland, are supported under the Countryside Management Scheme
and are required to comply with Good Agricultural & Environmental Condition (GAEC) cross-compliance
rules and management requirements of the Scheme. The management of this woodland is consistent
with the Forestry Standard.

Allocated Tuberculosis Free Areas

Mr Frew asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether there can be allocated
tuberculosis free areas within a region of a European member state.
(AQW 9455/11-15)
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Mrs O’Neill: A Member State or part or region of a Member State may be declared officially
tuberculosis-free providing it meets certain conditions specified in Council Directive 64/432/EEC (“the
Trade Directive”).

Crucially the percentage of bovine herds confirmed as infected with tuberculosis must not exceed 0.1%
of all herds - and at least 99.9 % of herds must have achieved officially tuberculosis-free status - for 6
consecutive calendar years.

While Scotland has been able to satisfy these conditions, no other part of these Islands is in a position
to do so in the near future. Nor are there any Counties or Divisional Veterinary Office areas in the north
of Ireland that could satisfy these criteria either.

Bovine TB is a complex and multi-factorial disease that is very difficult to eradicate. There is no cheap,
quick-fix solution for TB, but our ultimate aim is to eradicate TB here.

Bovine Viral Diarrhoea

Mr Frew asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what action her Department is taking
to tackle Bovine Viral Diarrhoea.
(AQW 9456,/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: At farm level, production diseases such as BVD can have a significant impact on
productivity and competitiveness and | welcome the fact that there is an increasing desire within
industry here to tackle such diseases that are not subject to statutory control measures. As is the
case in other regions where these issues are being addressed, there has to be a clear industry lead to
make such animal health initiatives work.

My Department is currently supporting an industry-led BVD research project through the Research
Challenge Fund, which aims to determine the prevalence of the BVD virus here. My officials are closely
engaged with an industry BVD Working Group and are considering what, if any, further assistance

can be given to the industry-led BVD eradication initiative. As a result of discussions at the BVD
Working Group in February, my officials recently facilitated a discussion on the IT requirements of

any eradication programme. Hopefully, this will assist industry in scoping the requirements and the
potential costs involved.

For any eradication programme to be successful there must be widespread buy-in from the farming
community in order to create demand for BVD control. As the industry in the south has shown, in order
to get this buy-in, farmers must first be well informed. My officials are therefore considering whether
funding support could be available under the Rural Development Programme’s knowledge transfer
measures to help farmers understand the steps that they can take to tackle such diseases and the
economic benefits to them of doing so.

Key stakeholders and my officials are currently discussing a proposed new strategic partnership
approach to tackling such diseases, with the intention that this would build on the work industry is
already doing on BVD. This approach should be welcomed as a way of driving forward an eradication
programme here.

BVD is not a statutory disease and its impacts are primarily felt at farm level so it is for industry to
take the lead in initiatives to deal with it, as happens in other places. Industry commitment to funding
such initiatives will be key. To find new funding from within DARD’s budget would mean re-allocating
money that is already committed elsewhere. However, reducing costs in other areas, such as TB and
brucellosis compensation, may assist in making funding available to help support initiatives here to
deal with production diseases.
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Schmallenberg Virus

Lord Morrow asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether she can introduce a
temporary ban on the import of livestock in order to protect against the Schmallenberg Virus, given that
it is not a notifiable disease.

(AQW 9476/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: There is no indication that the EU Commission intends to introduce conditions for the
movement of animals because of Schmallenberg Virus. The Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union enshrines the key principle of the free movement of goods and services between Member
States. | am not in a position to unilaterally introduce a ban on imports to protect the national stock
from this virus, as under section 24 of the NI Act 1998, the Department has no power to do anything in
contravention of Community law.

Until we have more information the best way to protect against Schmallenberg Virus is for those
importing animals to the north to source stock responsibly.

Religious Slaughter

Ms Lo asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether there are any meat producers
who use methods of religious slaughter; and what action her Department is taking to monitor meat
production to ensure that animal welfare is protected.

(AQW 9497/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: One small slaughterhouse employs a licensed slaughterman trained in religious slaughter
procedures. He works no more than one day a month processing a very small number of sheep. All
these animals are effectively stunned by electrical means before slaughter. None of the local meat
producers use “non-stun” slaughter.

| believe the standard of animal welfare in slaughterhouses here is high. Official Veterinarians from my
Department are present in every slaughterhouse during the entire time animals are being slaughtered.
The majority of this time is spent in the vicinity of the lairage and stunning area where they can monitor
the slaughter process. This ensures that the highest standard of animal welfare is maintained at all times.

| take the welfare of animals very seriously and if | thought that the introduction of further measures
such as the introduction of mandatory CCTV were necessary to protect animal welfare | would not
hesitate to act. However, experience at slaughter here does not highlight any issue which might require
the introduction of mandatory CCTV as a solution. Furthermore, 14 of the 20 slaughterhouses here,
which together account for over 95% of the animals and birds slaughtered in the north, have voluntarily
installed CCTV coverage of the stunning area already. As for the remaining establishments, my

officials have already communicated my preferences on this matter to those operators and | intend to
personally write to them to ask if they would consider voluntarily installing CCTV in the stunning area.

Guidance on Strategic Project Development for Local Action Groups

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development when her Department will issue
guidance on strategic project development to Local Action Groups.
(AQW 9505/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: My officials met with representatives from all the clusters individually and outlined the
development process and criteria. Officials further met with the Administrative Managers on 19th
January 2012 to discuss the proposals coming forward from the clusters and to issue hard copy
guidance notes to assist in the development of any potential projects.

Strategic Project Funding

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what types of organisations are
eligible to apply for strategic project funding.
(AQW 9506,/11-15)
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Mrs O’Neill: Local authorities, NGO’s and the community sector including social economy enterprises
will be eligible to apply for strategic projects. The key will be the ability to deliver the project within the
criteria and especially on time.

Audits of Local Action Groups

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development to detail any proposals to introduce
monthly or bi-monthly audits of Local Action Groups; and the sanctions that would be applied as part of
any proposed audit process.

(AQW 9507/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: As part of my Departments ongoing responsibility as Managing Authority for the NI Rural
Development Programme my officials are constantly engaged in financial management to ensure that
low spend is identified, managed and appropriate remedial action taken.

Carbon Reduction Targets

Mrs D Kelly asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how her Department plans to
contribute to the carbon reduction targets contained in the Kyoto Protocol.
(AQW 9512/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: Climate Change Targets

We are required to contribute to a range of climate change targets. While climate change is a

global issue it requires action at a number of levels. At the highest level the Kyoto Protocol secured
commitments from 37 major industrialised countries and the European Community to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This eventually led to the European Union setting a target of
reducing GHG emissions from 1990 levels by 20% by 2020 (the EU is now under some pressure to
raise this target to 30% as it is felt by some that the current target is not sufficiently challenging). The
UK Climate Change Act 2008, which the Executive agreed should extend here, established a legislative
framework to enable the north of Ireland and Britain to reduce its GHG emissions by 80% from 1990
levels by 2050 and by 34% by 2022. These Climate Change Act targets are set at a north of Ireland
and Britain level and there are no specific targets in legislation here or in England or Wales. Scotland
have made their own legislative arrangements. However, recognising the importance of climate change
to the north, the previous Executive set a target in its Programme for Government of reducing NI GHG
emissions by 25% by 2025. The current Executive has, in its Programme for Government (2011-15), set
a new, more ambitious, target of a 35% reduction by 2025.

My Department input to DOE, who are the lead department in respect of climate change, on the range
of climate change mitigation measures that are being taken forward in conjunction with our agriculture
and forestry industry stakeholders. The Agriculture and Forestry Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Group,
chaired by my officials, issued a Reduction Strategy and Action Plan ‘Efficient Farming Cuts Greenhouse
Gases’ in 2011 to help meet the climate change challenge.

Human induced Soil Degradation

Mr Campbell asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what differences there are in the
levels of human induced soil degradation in the land east and west of the River Bann.
(AQW 9549/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: My department does not gather specific information on human induced soil degradation.
My department does, however, support various research studies and surveys carried out by the

Agri Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI), where changes in soil fertility, soil carbon content and

soil erosion risk are monitored. Maps which illustrate the geographic variability in these soil health
indicators are publically available (see weblink belows).

http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/325.pdf

http://www.afbini.gov.uk/index/services/services-specialist-advice/soils-environment.htm
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Woodland

Mr Lyttle asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development how many hectares of woodland
have been created as a result of the Countryside Management Scheme.
(AQO 1569/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The Countryside Management Scheme is one of three agri-environment schemes that
provide funding to encourage farmers to create small areas of native broadleaf woodland by planting
native trees. The maximum area of native tree planting that can be planted on one farm is one hectare
or five per cent of the eligible area. Currently the total area of native tree planting carried out by
agri-environment scheme participants is 625 hectares. Of this, 522 hectares were planted under the
previous Countryside Management Scheme and 26 hectares were planted under the new Countryside
Management Scheme. The remaining 77 hectares were planted under the Environmentally Sensitive
Areas Scheme.

Single Farm Payments

Mr Campbell asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for an estimate of the
percentage of farmers who will have received their Single Farm Payment by 31 March 2012.
(AQO 1574/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: | anticipate that between 93% and 94% of all 2011 Single Farm Payments will be
completed by 31 March 2012. In total more than £246 million has now been paid out.

This leaves less than 7% of claims left to process with a maximum of £21 million potentially still to be
paid for the 2011 scheme year. These claims are outstanding for a number of reasons, including the
need to apply inspection findings, probate; or because the claimant has not provided bank account
details. Not all the remaining cases may be due a payment because of ineligibility or the application of
penalties under scheme rules.

Brucellosis

Mr Boylan asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether the 2014 target for the
eradication of brucellosis is on schedule to be met.
(AQO 1571/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: We are very much on target to achieve brucellosis eradication by the target date of March
2014.

Currently there are only 11 herds in the north still under restriction due to brucellosis. The most recent
confirmed herd incidence level (December 2011) is 0.02%. Eradication of brucellosis by 2014 is one of
our objectives in the Programme for Government, which will allow us to subsequently seek EU Officially
Brucellosis Free (OBF) status.

However, eradication depends entirely on continued co-operation and compliance from herd owners in
completing testing and in reporting abortions to enable us to remove the last vestiges of brucellosis
from Northern Europe. Herd owners must understand that unreported abortions or any other suspicions
of disease may jeopardise that target date.

Agrifood: World Markets

Mr Flanagan asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, in light of the recent visit by the
Vice President of China to Ireland, for her assessment of the potential for the agri-food sector in Asia
and other world markets.

(AQO 1570/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: The Chinese Vice President’s recent visit to Ireland was a positive development aimed at
taking bilateral relations forward and to pave the way for increased trade with China.
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| am encouraged by this and the opportunities that lie ahead for the agri-food sector. The world’s

population is growing rapidly and is projected to increase by one billion by 2030 and two billion by 2050.
There are also opportunities arising from Asian diets becoming more westernised and | believe that the
agri-food sector is well placed to exploit these opportunities with its strong record of export-led growth.

InvestNI has a key role in promoting our food sector internationally and does so through a programme
of trade missions, exhibitions and events. | understand that recently, InvestNI hosted an information
event in Belfast highlighting the marketing opportunities in China for local companies processing
proteins. Later this year, | also understand that InvestNI is planning a food and drink sector trade
mission to China and my Department is willing to support in whatever way it can.

| have been working with DETI to establish an Agri-Food Strategy Board to develop a growth strategy up
to 2020. In doing so, it will be vital that industry sets challenging but achievable growth targets and
this will involve consideration of wider global markets.

In preparing for export growth it is important that we continue to promote quality. For example, the
EU’s Protected Food Names scheme can be used successfully to help protect local products against
imitation and to showcase the quality food we produce.

My Department will continue to support the sector in its efforts to grow further and we will continue to
work alongside other Executive Departments and industry to maximise the potential of this crucial part
of our economy at home and abroad.

Rural Crime

Mr Storey asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development what work she has undertaken in
recent months with the PSNI to address rural crime.
(AQO 1572/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: | met the Chief Constable in January to highlight the increase in rural crime, including the
rise in theft from farms, and the very high level of concern it is causing within the farming community.
The Chief Constable has since written to notify me of a recent intelligence led investigation which led
to the recovery of stolen items including a tractor, plant and tools. As a result of this investigation |
understand that an individual is to appear at Court in the coming weeks charged with handling stolen
goods. | welcome this investigation which the Chief Constable believes has disrupted an Organised
Crime Gang and plan to arrange a follow-up meeting with the Chief Constable to further discuss how
we can work together to tackle rural crime and how DARD Direct Offices can be used to disseminate
information to rural dwellers.

I will continue to work closely with the Minister of Justice on raising awareness of rural crime and |
welcome local initiatives brought forward by Community Safety Partnerships to prevent rural crime such
as trailer marking and the forensic marking of sheep. | am encouraging farmers to participate in these
initiatives and to continue to ensure that they secure their properties by taking steps to minimise the
risk of theft from their farms.

My Department’s Veterinary Service Enforcement Branch has also been working closely with the PSNI
in dealing with rural crime including carrying out joint on farm inspections, training some members

of the PSNI in areas of livestock movement and identification and establishing 24/7 communication
channels.

I am also planning to attend the launch of a Farmwatch Scheme aimed at reducing thefts from the rural
community in County Fermanagh in the near future.

| also plan to meet with Martin Callinan, the Commissioner of An Garda Siochana to discuss cross
border rural crime, particularly the recent attacks on staff from the Loughs Agency of Foyle Carlingford
and Irish Lights Commission (FCILC).
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Agriculture: European Funding

Mr Copeland asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development to outline her Department’s
engagement with European Commission officials about increasing the level of drawdown of European
funds to increase innovation in the agricultural and agri-food sectors.

(AQO 1573/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: We are working hard to bring more European funding into the agri-food and rural sectors.
This means that my officials sit on the Barosso Taskforce Working Group (BTWG), which was set up to
help the area benefit from better participation in European policies, programmes and funding streams.
This is a cross departmental initiative and all of us are working towards increasing drawdown of
funding to 20% above current levels. My department will do this by helping our principal research and
innovation provider, the Agri-Food Biosciences Institute (AFBI), access research funding streams.

To date we have worked with the BTWG on an inward European official visit held in March 2011,

which gave AFBI an opportunity to build relationships with key European officials. Engagement is
ongoing with an outward visit to Brussels planned for late March. DARD and AFBI officials on this visit,
planned for the 27 - 29 March, will meet with European Commission (CION) officials to discuss further
opportunities for funding draw down associated with Framework 7 and Horizon 2020.

Other profile raising activities which my officials have been involved in include attendance at European
innovation events, such as the recent CION Conference “Enhancing innovation and delivery of research”.

Food NI: ‘Taste of Ulster’

Mr McKay asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether Food NI has any plans
to extend the Taste of Ulster Food Guide to feature shops and producers from Counties Donegal,
Monaghan and Cavan.

(AQO 1575/11-15)

Mrs O’Neill: Taste of Ulster is a voluntary registration scheme managed and delivered by Food NI
which is a private company limited by guarantee, formed voluntarily by a consortium of food sector
representatives, to develop a positive identity for high quality local food. The Taste of Ulster Guide is
currently predominantly a restaurant guide highlighting accredited eating establishments which use
quality, local produce.

The 2012 Guide, which has been launched this week, has been part-funded through DARD’s Regional
Food Programme, Food NI having been successful in open competition and at Selection Panel. All
eating establishments featured in the guide will have attained that inclusion through application, having
passed inspection and fulfilled all necessary criteria.

All applicants are required to undertake an accreditation process which is confidential to Food NI
although they have confirmed that a defined percentage of produce used by the hospitality outlets must
be sourced locally in order to become an accredited Taste of Ulster member. Applications are welcomed
from all counties in Ulster although | am aware that no applications were received from any hospitality
outlets in Cavan, Donegal or Monaghan.

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure

Salmon Net Fishermen

Mr McQuillan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure whether any financial provision has been
made to compensate salmon net fishermen in the event that her Department fails to issue them with a
licence without good reason; and if so, to detail the level of compensation.

(AQW 9143/11-15)
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Ms Ni Chuilin (The Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure): The Department has not entered into any
discussions with the salmon net fishermen on the issue of compensation should licenses not be
issued to them for the 2012 season.

2012 Olympics: Training

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure what work she is undertaking to attract
Olympic teams to use Northern Ireland as their training base; and what teams have confirmed that they
will be based here.

(AQW 9231/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: Work to attract countries for pre Games training began in 2007 by ensuring local venues
were included in the London 2012 pre Games training camp guide. A delegation with representatives
from my Department, SportNIl and Local Government went to the Beijing Games in the Summer of
2008 where they promoted the North of Ireland as a pre Games training destination to all National and
Paralympic Committees.

Members of the Pre Games Training Camp Subgroup have attended many major sporting events both
abroad and in the UK to promote local venues for pre Games training.

Over 200 National Olympic Committees have been targeted with relevant marketing information.
Specific presentations and bids for teams have been prepared for 20 National Olympic Committees.

All local Governing Bodies of sport were invited to engage with their counterparts in other countries.

100 international Ambassadors and Consulars have been hosted at local pre-Games events to
establish relationships with their respective countries.

To date the North has secured 8 sports or teams to participate in pre Games training camps in the run
up to the London 2012 Games.

The teams are the Chinese Artistic Gymnastics Team, the Australian Boxing Team, the Irish Paralympics
Team, the Jordanian Paralympic Team, the Kuwait Athletic Team, the Sudanese Athletic Team, the
Egyptian Athletic Team and the Qatar Athletic Team.

In addition a number of pre Games events involving international athletes have taken place in the north
of Ireland. These include the Boccia World Cup, a 2012 Paralympic qualifying event; a table tennis
tournament; and the Yonex Irish Badminton Championships, a 2012 Olympic qualifying event. An
international wheelchair basketball tournament also tool place at the Antrim Forum in February 2012.

Further sensitive negotiations are underway with a number of other countries about locating pre Games
training and qualifying events here. This is a highly competitive process and therefore | am unable to
detail these countries or sports at this stage.

Total Spend on Hospitality

Mr Allister asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure, pursuant to AQW 8073/11-15, whether the
figures provided include the Department’s arm’s-length bodies; and if not, to provide this information for
each of the last five years.

(AQW 9354 /11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The figures provided in the response to AQW 8073/11-15 did not include the
Department’s arms-length bodies. Figures for total spending on hospitality for these bodies has been
provided below.
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2006/07 £26,863
2007/08 £26,710
2008/09 £54,601
2009/10 £62,191
2010/11 £40,043

These figures do not include spending on hospitality by the Department’s North/South bodies. These
bodies have a financial year running from January to December and so, their spending on hospitality in
the last 5 calendar years is shown separately below:

2007 £5,968
2008 £11,102
2009 £15,378
2010 £7,123
2011 £9,156

Royal Ulster Constabulary George Cross Athletic Association

Mr Allister asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure whether her Department has any role in
promoting the change in the name of the Royal Ulster Constabulary George Cross Athletic Association;
and whether there has been any suggestion that a failure to change the name will have funding
implications, and to outline why this would effect the funding the organisation receives.

(AQW 9383/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: | am aware of reports in the media that members of the RUC Athletic Association are
meeting later this month to vote on a proposal to change the name of the Association. My Department
has no role in promoting this change or the change in the name of any sporting organisation. Furthermore,
Sport NI, which is responsible for the distribution of funding for sport in the north of Ireland, advises
that the name of a sporting organisation is not part of any assessment criteria for funding

Ancestral Homes

Mr Girvan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure what level of importance her Department
places on the ancestral homes of prominent people within Northern Ireland’s history.
(AQW 9453/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The Ulster American Folk Park which forms part of National Museums NI, is home to

a wide variety of historic buildings from throughout the north of Ireland. These include as part of the
outdoor exhibition, two ancestral homes of prominent people which are managed out of NMNI’s current
budget allocations. They are the historically significant Mellon House, childhood home of Thomas
Mellon, founder of the Mellon Bank in the United States of America and McKinley House, ancestral
home of William McKinley, American President 1897 — 1901.

Outside of these examples my Department does not have any remit or role to play with regard to
ancestral homes which are in private or charitable ownership.

Irish language: E-Publishing

Mr D Bradley asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure what steps her Department is taking to
develop e-publishing in the Irish language; and what resources she will allocate to this area.
(AQW 9529/11-15)
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Ms Ni Chuilin: As the main statutory body for the promotion of the Irish language, Foras na Gaeilge has
been involved in developing e-publishing in the Irish language, through An Gudm and Clar na Leabhar
Gaeilge.

The An Gum website allows schools to download titles and it is intended to provide electronic versions
of all the text books as each new textbook is made available.

Also this year Foras na Gaeilge intend to reprint three major Gaeltacht titles in e-book form - La Dar
Saol (Sean O Criomhthain), An Mothall Sin Ort (Sean O Ruadhain) and Mam as mo Mhéla (Sean Mac
Meanman) which will be sold on Kindle platform and other formats.

Foras na Gaeilge have also met with IT providers such as Apple to develop products for the iPad and
iAuthor software.

Clar na Leabhar Gaeilge over the past three years has provided funding for four publishers to develop
aspects of e-publishing - Cl6 Mhaigh Eo; Leabhar Breac; ClI6 lar-Chonnacht and Cois Life

Liofa Initiative
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure, pursuant to AQW 9035/11-15, if she will
publish the business case for the appointment of a Liofa Development Officer; and to identify the

budget area from which funding for this position will be drawn.
(AQW 9543/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The Liofa Development Officer will be responsible for the ongoing development of the
Liofa initiative. Currently over 1634 individuals have signed up to the initiative.

The budget in relation to the Liofa Development Officer will be drawn from my Department’s overall
administrative budget.

I will direct my officials to publish the business case in relation to this decision on the DCAL website.

Milk Cup Funding

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the discussions that officials from
her Department or Sport NI have had with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment in
relation to the provision of funding for the Milk Cup; and to detail the outcome of these discussions.
(AQW 9544 /11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: In June 2011, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI) and the

NI Tourist Board sought a meeting with officials from my Department and Sport NI to discuss the
provision of funding for the 2011 Milk Cup. The outcome of these discussions was that it would not
be appropriate or necessary for DCAL to intervene. Since that meeting there have been no further
discussions between my officials and DETI regarding funding for the Milk Cup.

International Sporting Tournaments

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the amount of funding that her
Department provided to the organisers of international sporting tournaments that were held in Northern
Ireland in each of the last three years; and to list each event and the amount of funding awarded.
(AQW 9546/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The table below sets out the funding provided to the organisers of international sporting
tournaments in each of the last three financial years. This includes funding provided both by the
Department’s former Events Unit and through Sport NI.
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2008/09
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
DCAL Events Unit 2008 Foyle Cup £55,000 £50,000
DCAL Events Unit International Indoor Athletics Tournament £15,000 £7,500
Sport NI International Indoor Athletics Tournament £15,000 £15,000
DCAL Events Unit 2008 Milk Cup £50,000 £48,700
Sport NI 2008 Milk Cup £15,000 £15,000
Sport NI World Blind Golf Championships £27,799 £16,000
Sport NI 2008 World One Armed Golf Championships £10,000 £1,639
Sport NI Archery Euronations £10,000 £6,449
Sport NI NI International Horse Show £20,000 £20,000
2009/10
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
DCAL Events Unit 2009 Milk Cup £95,000 £59,678
Sport NI 2009 Milk Cup £15,000 £15,000
DCAL Events Unit 5th World Dwarf Games £30,000 £9,400
Sport NI 5th World Dwarf Games £20,000 £17,561
DCAL Events Unit 2009 Foyle Cup £60,000 £50,000
DCAL Events Unit Junior and Cadet World Fencing Championships £160,000 £160,000
2010/11
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
Sport NI 2010 Milk Cup £20,000 £20,000

International Sporting Tournaments

Mr Swann asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the amount of funding requested
from her Department by the organisers of international sporting tournaments held in Northern Ireland

in each of the last three years; and to list each event and the amount of funding awarded.
(AQW 9547/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The table below sets out the funding requested from and provided to the organisers
of international sporting tournaments in each of the last three financial years. This includes funding
provided both by the Department’s former Events Unit and through Sport NI.

2008/09
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
DCAL Events Unit 2008 Foyle Cup £55,000 £50,000
DCAL Events Unit International Indoor Athletics Tournament £15,000 £7,500
Sport NI International Indoor Athletics Tournament £15,000 £15,000
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Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
DCAL Events Unit 2008 Milk Cup £50,000 £48,700
Sport NI 2008 Milk Cup £15,000 £15,000
Sport NI World Blind Golf Championships £27,799 £16,000
Sport NI 2008 World One Armed Golf Championships £10,000 £1,639
Sport NI Archery Euronations £10,000 £6,449
Sport NI NI International Horse Show £20,000 £20,000
2009/10
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
DCAL Events Unit 2009 Milk Cup £95,000 £59,678
Sport NI 2009 Milk Cup £15,000 £15,000
DCAL Events Unit 5th World Dwarf Games £30,000 £9,400
Sport NI 5th World Dwarf Games £20,000 £17,561
DCAL Events Unit 2009 Foyle Cup £60,000 £50,000
DCAL Events Unit Junior and Cadet World Fencing Championships £160,000 £160,000
DCAL Events Unit International Indoor Athletics Tournament £10,000 0
DCAL Events Unit George Best Celebrity Pro/Am Golf £50,000 0
2010/11
Funder/Sponsor Event Requested Awarded
Sport NI 2010 Milk Cup £20,000 £20,000

Liofa Initiative

Mr Wells asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure how many people have registered to
participate in the Liofa initiative, broken down by community background.

(AQW 9579,/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: To date 1628 people have taken up the Liofa challenge.

No information has been requested from Liofa participants regarding their community background.

Prosecutions for lllegal Fishing

Mr Hilditch asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure how many prosecutions for illegal fishing
have been secured in each of the last five years.

(AQW 9612/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The table below details the number of convictions secured by the Fisheries Conservancy
Board (up to 31 May 2009) and DCAL for breaches of fisheries legislation in each of the last five years
for which records are complete:
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Year Number Of Convictions

2006 39
2007 53
2008 78
2009 124
2010 115

Licences Granted for Netting in Lough Neagh

Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the current licences granted for
netting in Lough Neagh.
(AQW 9705/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The following nets have been licensed on Lough Neagh as of 20 March 2012.

Single wall set net or

Eel draft net

Draft net for the
capture of salmon
and freshwater fish

Single wall set net or
trammel net for the
capture of trout

trammel net for the
capture of fish other
than trout

Bait net

1

10

43

100

6

Bait net licences can only be purchased by those fishermen purchasing eel long line licences.

Loughs

Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail the Loughs for which her
Department is responsible.
(AQW 9706,/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The Department has responsibility for ensuring fisheries legislation is complied with on
all waters in the DCAL jurisdiction

Salmon Netting Practices

Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure what enforcement action her Department
will take to ensure that salmon netting practices cease once netting licences have been issued.
(AQW 9707/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: DCAL Fisheries Protection Officers will continue to carry out surveillance in the areas
in which the netsmen operated to ensure that they are complying with their undertakings and that no
other illegal fishing activity is taking place.

Commercial Salmon Netsmen

Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure to detail (i) the negotiations that took place
with the commercial salmon netsmen in relation to their voluntary agreement not to catch salmon; and
(ii) whether negotiations are on-going with the two remaining netsmen who have not yet given robust
assurances.

(AQW 9708/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin:

(i)  Negotiations between the Department and the Coastal Commercial Salmon Net Licence Holders
centred on finding a formula that respected the position of the netsmen and provided them with
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the opportunity to confirm their readiness to take voluntary action to conserve salmon as called
for by the Minister.

(i)  Negotiations are ongoing with the two remaining netsmen with the aim of achieving an agreed
voluntary cession for the 2012 season.

Foras na Gaeilge

Mr Hussey asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure for her assessment of the Chief Executive’s
office within Foras na Gaeilge.
(AQW 9710/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: It is the responsibility of the Chair and Board of Foras na Gaeilge to monitor and assess
the performance of the Chief Executive.

Officials from the Sponsor Departments engage regularly with the Chief Executive of Foras na Gaeilge
to review progress towards the delivery of agreed business plan targets and key project milestones and
to seek assurance that statutory obligations and corporate governance standards are being complied with.

| am aware that there are some operational issues which the Sponsor Departments have asked the
Chair and Board to address.

Waterways Ireland

Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure when she intends to discuss at a North
South Ministerial Council meeting the potential extension of the remit of Waterways Ireland to include
the Newry to Portadown Canal.

(AQW 9727/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin: The issue regarding extending the remit of Waterways Ireland to include additional
waterways was discussed at the recent North South Ministerial Council meeting on the 14 February
2012. Ministers concluded that no further action be taken at this time to extend the remit of Waterways
Ireland given the current economic circumstances. | will however keep this matter under review.

My Department is exploring with the Strategic Investment Board (SIB) the potential to use canal
restoration as a wider urban and rural regeneration initiative to deliver a range of social and economic
benefits. This work is at a preliminary stage and will be used to inform the Department’s future strategy
for the Inland Waterways.

Netting in Lough Neagh

Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure what role her Department or its arm’s-
length bodies have in the (i) regulation of netting in Lough Neagh; and (ii) enforcement of such
regulations.

(AQW 9843/11-15)

Ms Ni Chuilin:

(i) The legislation covering netting in Lough Neagh is contained in the Fisheries Act (NI) 1966
as amended and associated regulations. My Department keeps this legislation under review.
Amendments and new regulations are made in light of prevailing circumstances.

(i) My Department is responsible for the enforcement of fisheries legislation on Lough Neagh,
to ensure that licensed commercial fishermen involved in netting comply with all appropriate
requirements.

DCAL Fisheries Protection staff undertake regular patrols on Lough Neagh and surrounding land and
waters. Any nets found not to comply with legislation are subject to seizure. Fishermen found not to be
in compliance with legislation are reported with a view to prosecution.
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Department of Education

Privately Operated Buses

Mr D Mcllveen asked the Minister of Education what action he will take to address the difference
in the unit cost of privately operated buses which are 367.3 percent higher in the North Eastern
Education and Library Board compared with the Southern Education and Library Board.

(AQW 8980/11-15)

Mr O’Dowd (The Minister of Education): The figure quoted is taken from the recently published

report by DFP’s Performance and Efficiency Delivery Unit (PEDU) following its review of home to school
transport. The report highlights a number of areas where there are significant differences in unit costs
and indeed in practices from ELB to ELB and identifies a need for greater scrutiny of those differences
to test whether there is any justification for them. It contains 29 recommendations highlighting a range
of actions that might be taken to improve the efficiency of the home to school transport service

My Department will now be moving forward with actions designed to respond to these
recommendations. This work will include addressing the apparent difference in unit costs for private
operator buses between Boards

Schools Budget

Mr Lunn asked the Minister of Education to detail the proposed funding for special needs in the
schools budget in the 2012/13 to 2014/15 financial years, with specific reference to the proportion of
the budget allocated to special needs and the rise or fall in the overall allocation.

(AQW 9362/11-15)

Mr O’Dowd: | am aware of the value and importance of the support provided to some of our most
vulnerable children with special educational needs and their families. In recognition of this, when
setting Budget 2011-15 allocations, | agreed that a number of frontline services should be afforded
protection. This includes funding for Special Educational Needs. As a result no reductions in funding
allocations for Special Schools have been included in my Department’s Savings Delivery Plan.

Funding for special needs is not provided for within the schools budget, it is funded directly by ELBs
from available Block Grant supported by a range of designated earmarked budgets for separate
initiatives. Block Grant funding is distributed to ELBs annually via the Assessment of Relative Needs
Exercise (ARNE) formula to reflect the relative needs within their respective areas. ELBs have full
discretion on the prioritisation of funds allocated to them and it is not therefore possible to determine
the level of funding attributable to special needs until financial plans (Resource Allocation Plans) have
been received by the Department.

Article 3 Subsection 7 of the Special Educational Needs and Disability (NI) Order 2005

Mr P Ramsey asked the Minister of Education, pursuant to AQW 8785/11-15, which schools are in
breach of Article 3 Subsection 7 of the Special Educational Needs and Disability (NI) Order 2005.
(AQW 9375/11-15)

Mr O’Dowd: | understand that this question relates to Article 7 of the Education (NI) Order 1996, as
substituted by Article 3 of SENDO.

Subject to specified exemptions, Article 7 of the Education (NI) Order 1996, as substituted by Article 3
of SENDO states that children without statements of SEN should be educated in an ordinary school.

The Chief Executive of Western Education and Library Board has confirmed that Belmont House and
Rossmar special schools are currently in breach of Article 7.

WA 205



Friday 23 March 2012 Written Answers

Education and Skills Authority

Ms Brown asked the Minister of Education what progress has been made in relation to the Education
and Skills Authority to date; and for a timescale for when it will take over the role that is currently
carried out by the Education and Library Boards.

(AQW 9377/11-15)

Mr O’Dowd: Subject to Executive agreement, | intend to introduce a Bill in the Assembly in the very
near future. The Education and Skills Authority will be established on 1 April 2013.

Foreign Language Qualifications

Mr Lunn asked the Minister of Education for his Department’s assessment of (i) the foreign language
qualifications of school leavers; and (ii) how the level of foreign language qualifications impacts on (a)
the potential for attracting foreign investment; and (b) opportunities for employment in Europe-wide
organisations.

(AQW 9410/11-15)

Mr O’Dowd: My Department has not carried out any assessment of the foreign language qualifications
of school leavers. However, it has commissioned a report containing recommendations that might
inform a modern languages strategy and has received a final draft of that report from the QUB/UU
Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies. The commission envisaged a wide ranging
report that would focus on the place of language learning not just in schools but for the economy and
for society more generally.

Recognising that it will contain recommendations for other Ministers, | intend in the first instance to
circulate the final draft report to Ministerial colleagues. As Education Minister | will als