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1 Introduction  

This paper briefly outlines the community relations1 funding framework for Northern 

Ireland in the context of the inquiry by the Committee for the Office of the First Minister 

and deputy First Minister into the Together: Building a United Community strategy2. 

The Together: Building a United Community strategy comprises seven headline 

actions3, listed here with departmental responsibilities as allocated4: 

1. Establishing ten new shared education campuses(Department of Education); 

                                                 
1
 It is not within the scope of this paper to discuss terminology in relation to this area.  The term ‘community relations’ has 

tended to be replaced by ‘good relations’ in many areas, although both terms are still in use in various contexts.  

‘Community relations’ is used here for simplicity and does not infer preference. 
2
 ‘Inquiry into Building a United Community’, Committee for OFMdFM web pages, accessed 2 October 2014: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Committees/Office-of-the-First-Minister-and-deputy-First-

Minister/Inquiries/Building-a-United-Community/.  
3
 Northern Ireland Executive (2013), Together: Building a United Community, Belfast: NI Executive, p.9: 

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/together-building-a-united-community-strategy.pdf.  
4
 Committee for the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister: Together: Building a United Community Strategy: 

Update from OFMDFM Officials, 5 February 2014: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-

Report/Committee-Minutes-of-Evidence/Session-2013-2014/February-2014/Together-Bilding-a-United-COmmunity-

Strategy-Update-from-OFMDFM-Officials/.  

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Committees/Office-of-the-First-Minister-and-deputy-First-Minister/Inquiries/Building-a-United-Community/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Committees/Office-of-the-First-Minister-and-deputy-First-Minister/Inquiries/Building-a-United-Community/
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/together-building-a-united-community-strategy.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Committee-Minutes-of-Evidence/Session-2013-2014/February-2014/Together-Bilding-a-United-COmmunity-Strategy-Update-from-OFMDFM-Officials/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Committee-Minutes-of-Evidence/Session-2013-2014/February-2014/Together-Bilding-a-United-COmmunity-Strategy-Update-from-OFMDFM-Officials/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Committee-Minutes-of-Evidence/Session-2013-2014/February-2014/Together-Bilding-a-United-COmmunity-Strategy-Update-from-OFMDFM-Officials/
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2. Getting 10,000 young people, not in education, employment or training, a place 

on the new United Youth volunteering programme (The Department for 

Employment and Learning); 

3. Establishing ten new shared housing schemes (Department for Social 

Development); 

4. Developing four urban village schemes (Department for Social Development); 

5. Developing a significant programme of cross-community sporting events 

(Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure); 

6. Removing interface barriers by 2023 (Department of Justice); and 

7. Pilot 100 shared summer schools by 2015 (OFMdFM). 

Beyond the headline actions, government departments already have a statutory 

obligation to ‘have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between 

persons of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group’5.  In addition, 

individual departments may have specific programmes to promote good relations, for 

example, the Department of Education has allocated some £1.2 million in community 

relations funding annually since 20116. 

This paper briefly summarises the allocation of community relations funding by the 

Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister (OFMdFM) and provides an 

overview of the funding of groups for community relations activities. 

  

                                                 
5
 Section 75(2) of the Northern Ireland Act 1998: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/47/contents.  

6
 AQW 35043/11-15 answered 9 July 2014. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/47/contents
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2 Community Relations Funding from the Office of the First Minister 
and deputy First Minister 

The Community Relations Unit at OFMdFM is responsible for community relations 

functions as follows7: 

 Overseeing the development of a finalised community relations strategy; 

 Managing the Contested Spaces Programme (jointly funded with Atlantic 

Philanthropies)8; 

 Managing the District Council Good Relations Programme; 

 Managing the Central Good Relations Funding Programme9; 

 Delivery of summer intervention funding to support diversionary activities at key 

times of community tension; 

 Overseeing the delivery of the North Belfast Strategic Good Relations 

Programme; 

 Providing secretariat to the Flags Protocol Working Group;  

 Providing secretariat to the Ex-Prisoners Working Group; and 

 Providing support to and through the Community Relations Council (CRC)10 

In broad terms, community relations funding originating from OFMdFM is distributed 

through the three main routes shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Overview of OFMdFM Community Relations Funding 

 

 

 

 

Table 1 sets out the allocation of funding through the various programmes 

administered by OFMdFM. 

 

                                                 
7
 Community Relations Unit, OFMdFM website, accessed 2 October 2014: http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-

strategy/good-relations/community-relations.htm.  
8
 Contested Spaces Programme web page: http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-

relations/contested-spaces-programme.htm.  
9
 Central Good Relations Funding Programme: http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-

relations/community-relations/central-good-relations-funding-programme.htm.  
10

 Community Relations Council website: http://www.community-relations.org.uk/.  

Funding distributed 

directly by OFMdFM 

Funding distributed by 

the Community 

Relations Council 

Funding distributed by 

district councils 

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations.htm
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations.htm
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations/contested-spaces-programme.htm
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations/contested-spaces-programme.htm
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations/central-good-relations-funding-programme.htm
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/good-relations/community-relations/central-good-relations-funding-programme.htm
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/
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Table 1: Community Relations Programmes Administered by OFMdFM11 

Programme 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 

District Councils 
Good 
Relations12 

 £        
3,150,000.00  

 £        
3,300,000.00  

 £        
3,400,000.00  

 £        
2,800,000.00  

North Belfast 
Strategic Good 
Relations 

 £           
750,785.00  

 £           
770,000.00  

 £           
770,000.00  

 £           
670,000.00  

Contested 
Spaces 
Programme13  

 £           
617,770.00  

 £        
1,109,791.00  

 £        
1,509,567.00  

 £           
710,000.00  

Central and 
Other Good 
Relations 

 £           
234,768.00  

 £           
472,000.00  

 £        
1,100,000.00  

 £        
1,321,000.00  

Summer 
Intervention 
Programme14 

 £           
400,000.00  

 £           
536,000.00  

 £           
500,000.00  

 £           
700,000.00  

Total Direct 
Funding  

 £        
5,153,323.00  

 £        
6,187,791.00  

 £        
7,279,567.00  

 £        
6,201,000.00  

CRC Allocation 
 £        

3,588,000.00  
 £        

4,360,000.00  
 £        

3,510,000.00  
 £        

3,476,000.00  

Total OFMdFM 
Funding  

 £        
8,741,323.00  

 £     
10,547,791.00  

 £     
10,789,567.00  

 £        
9,677,000.00  

 

The allocation to the Community Relations Council includes funding for grants to 

groups for community relations activities, for community relations activities carried out 

directly by the Council and for organisational running costs.  Grants have been 

distributed through the following programmes15: 

 Community Relations and Cultural Diversity 

 Research 

 Core Funding 

 Media 

 Publications 

 Pathfinder16 

The distribution of funding to groups by district council area is shown in Table 2.   

                                                 
11

 Information provided by OFMdFM 2 October 2014. 
12

 This figure is matched by district councils at 25%, therefore the figures shown here are 75% of the total programme. 
13

 This includes 50% match funding from Atlantic Philanthropies. 
14

 The Summer Intervention Programme includes annual technical transfer to the Department of Education. 
15

 Community Relations Council website, Funding Schemes, accessed 6 October 2014: http://www.community-

relations.org.uk/funding-schemes/.  
16

 Pathfinder is no longer available. 

http://www.community-relations.org.uk/funding-schemes/
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/funding-schemes/
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Table 2: Grants Distributed by the Community Relations Council by District Council 

Area 

 CRC 2011-12 CRC 2012-13 Total 

    

Antrim £9,271.44 £5,730.00 £15,001.44 

Ards £1,361.51 £7,704.66 £9,066.17 

Armagh £56,990.83 £55,814.84 £112,805.67 

Ballymena £11,606.00 £8,676.61 £20,282.61 

Ballymoney  £2,000.00 £2,000.00 

Banbridge £2,480.00 £465.98 £2,945.98 

Belfast £900,010.47 £1,908,314.07 £2,808,324.54 

Carrickfergus £4,543.50 £2,500.00 £7,043.50 

Castlereagh £1,000.00  £1,000.00 

Coleraine £52,631.54 £6,510.00 £59,141.54 

Cookstown £44,134.97 £500.00 £44,634.97 

Craigavon £46,429.44 £37,461.29 £83,890.73 

Derry £237,194.23 £357,181.37 £594,375.60 

Down    

Dungannon £5,631.43 £1,800.00 £7,431.43 

Fermanagh £2,685.00 £1,522.80 £4,207.80 

Larne £8,500.00 £8,500.00 £17,000.00 

Limavady £4,500.00 £2,000.00 £6,500.00 

Lisburn £6,965.55 £9,141.25 £16,106.80 

Magherafelt £5,296.40 £9,742.00 £15,038.40 

Moyle    

Newry and Mourne £3,565.92  £3,565.92 

Newtownabbey £38,678.69 £4,234.13 £42,912.82 

North Down  £500.00 £500.00 

Omagh £4,418.00  £4,418.00 

Strabane  £4,250.00 £4,250.00 

Multiple Councils £637,606.20 £351,663.57 £989,269.77 

All Councils £74,115.00 £41,766.30 £115,881.30 

    

Total £2,159,616.12 £2,827,978.87 £4,987,594.99 

 

This information is represented in the following map.  Distribution is uneven across 

district councils, with some council areas seeing no funding to groups for one or both of 

the years for which figures are available.  There are also substantial differences 

between the council areas for sums drawn down as grants.  It should be noted that 

there are also projects funded across all councils and across more than one council 

which have not been attributed to the council areas on the map. 

Appendices 1 and 2 detail community relations grants to groups, broken down by 

district council area17. 

                                                 
17

 The appendices are taken from the last two published annual reports: 2011-12 and 2012-13. 



NIAR 586-14   Briefing Paper 

Providing research and information services to the Northern Ireland Assembly 6 

 

The District Council Good Relations Programme is allocated at 75% and match funded 

25% by the councils themselves.  A proportion of the money funds one or more Good 

Relations Officer posts and of the programme costs, some is allocated in grants to 

groups and the rest is used by the council directly. 

Grants are distributed differently by the various councils, some issuing large numbers 

of small grants and others fewer but larger grants.  For example, in the years 2011/12 

to 2013/14 Antrim Borough Council issued six grants to five organisations, reflecting 

low uptake, so most projects are delivered through partnership arrangements18.  The 

six grant amounted to £11,566.99 over three years of a programme worth 

£134,032.8019, representing a very small proportion of the overall programme (9%).  By 

contrast Ballymoney Borough Council has issued £37,010.00 in mostly smaller grants 

to 63 different organisations during the same period20 from a programme worth 

£199,657.5021 (19%).  On average, councils tend to spend a relatively small part of 

their community relations funding on grants. 

The following map shows the distribution of community relations funding from OFMdFM 

to local councils for the years 2011/12 to 2014/15. 

                                                 
18

 Information from Antrim Borough Council 22 September 2014. 
19

 Calculated from 75% programme costs (see Appendix 3). 
20

 Information from Ballymoney Borough Council 22 September 2014. 
21

 Calculated from 75% programme costs (see Appendix 3). 
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In comparison with funds distributed by the Community Relations Council, there is 

significantly more uniformity across district council areas, although it is important to 

note that funding via the Community Relations Council route is by open application, 

whereas only a small proportion of district council funding is distributed by this method. 

Appendix 3 details allocations to each council under the Programme since 2011, 

showing salary and programme costs. 
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Appendix 1: Community Relations Grant Awards from the Community 
Relations Council 2012– 201322 

 

                                                 
22

 Community Relations Council Annual Report and Accounts 2012-13: http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2014/01/CRC-Annual-report_Layout-1-4.pdf.  

http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/CRC-Annual-report_Layout-1-4.pdf
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/CRC-Annual-report_Layout-1-4.pdf
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Appendix 2: Community Relations Grant Awards from the Community 
Relations Council 2011-201223 

 
                                                 
23

 Community Relations Council Annual Report and Accounts 2011-12: http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/crc-annual-report-2012.pdf.  

http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/crc-annual-report-2012.pdf
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/crc-annual-report-2012.pdf
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Appendix 3: District Council Good Relations Programme Allocation 2011-
201524 

 

  2011/12 

Council Total 75% Salaries 75% Programme 75% 

Antrim £63,970.35 £29,466.75 £34,503.60 

Ards £90,923.54 £32,623.54 £58,300.00 

Armagh £129,175.50 £61,675.50 £67,500.00 

Ballymena £95,472.32 £66,484.82 £28,987.50 

Ballymoney £77,672.25 £28,547.25 £49,125.00 

Banbridge £122,731.92 £60,106.92 £62,625.00 

Belfast £525,867.25 £124,061.25 £401,806.00 

Carrickfergus £68,223.01 £42,311.23 £25,911.78 

Castlereagh £61,743.62 £37,668.62 £24,075.00 

Coleraine £92,651.25 £49,226.25 £43,425.00 

Cookstown £99,460.46 £40,654.50 £58,805.96 

Craigavon £131,406.75 £53,271.75 £78,135.00 

Derry £331,445.25 £106,342.63 £225,102.62 

Down £107,770.98 £39,346.62 £68,424.36 

Dungannon + South 
Tyrone £149,436.75 £63,186.75 £86,250.00 

Fermanagh £96,885.00 £39,536.25 £57,348.75 

Larne £63,631.50 £29,881.50 £33,750.00 

Limavady £87,165.53 £56,127.75 £31,037.78 

Lisburn £76,648.14 £48,427.50 £28,220.64 

Magherafelt £104,044.01 £34,889.04 £69,154.97 

Moyle £52,729.50 £30,229.50 £22,500.00 

Newry + Mourne £167,086.23 £99,211.23 £67,875.00 

Newtownabbey £103,758.00 £30,232.50 £73,525.50 

North Down £77,814.75 £45,798.00 £32,016.75 

Omagh £58,782.66 £31,042.66 £27,740.00 

Strabane £121,890.00 £53,515.00 £68,375.00 

Total £3,158,386.52 £1,333,865.31 £1,824,521.21 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
24

 Information from OFMdFM 2 October 2014. 
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  2012/13 

Council Total 75% Salaries 75% Programme 75% 

Antrim £65,252.25 £29,852.25 £35,400.00 

Ards £104,807.25 £32,094.51 £72,712.74 

Armagh £143,758.50 £69,508.50 £74,250.00 

Ballymena £95,943.00 £71,755.50 £24,187.50 

Ballymoney £78,962.97 £29,837.97 £49,125.00 

Banbridge £133,771.08 £69,196.08 £64,575.00 

Belfast £480,128.85 £126,125.10 £354,003.75 

Carrickfergus £92,559.00 £42,123.41 £50,435.59 

Castlereagh £66,648.65 £35,174.90 £31,473.75 

Coleraine £90,194.25 £54,357.75 £35,836.50 

Cookstown £93,604.50 £41,254.50 £52,350.00 

Craigavon £128,108.97 £45,281.61 £82,827.36 

Derry £324,140.06 £96,721.89 £227,418.17 

Down £122,831.67 £41,719.92 £81,111.75 

Dungannon + South 
Tyrone £156,619.46 £70,369.46 £86,250.00 

Fermanagh £113,618.42 £41,924.67 £71,693.75 

Larne £81,150.00 £32,400.00 £48,750.00 

Limavady £97,659.68 £73,509.68 £24,150.00 

Lisburn £101,115.09 £45,015.09 £56,100.00 

Magherafelt £105,903.75 £35,713.03 £70,190.72 

Moyle £55,507.10 £33,007.10 £22,500.00 

Newry + Mourne £177,795.75 £99,045.75 £78,750.00 

Newtownabbey £92,381.25 £31,001.25 £61,380.00 

North Down £90,345.00 £39,145.00 £51,200.00 

Omagh £70,216.83 £32,379.33 £37,837.50 

Strabane £116,272.44 £48,772.44 £67,500.00 

Total £3,279,295.77 £1,367,286.69 £1,912,009.08 
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  2013/14 

Council Total 75% Salaries 75% Programme 75% 

Antrim £60,490.56 £29,869.56 £30,621.00 

Ards £124,016.50 £33,141.50 £90,875.00 

Armagh £167,943.00 £68,943.00 £99,000.00 

Ballymena £87,553.40 £72,210.47 £15,342.93 

Ballymoney £82,846.61 £31,353.48 £51,493.13 

Banbridge £138,503.03 £66,053.33 £72,449.70 

Belfast £485,128.85 £126,125.10 £359,003.75 

Carrickfergus £158,668.75 £45,726.34 £112,942.41 

Castlereagh £80,330.19 £42,830.40 £37,499.79 

Coleraine £90,747.00 £51,118.50 £39,628.50 

Cookstown £104,474.25 £43,499.25 £60,975.00 

Craigavon £121,437.94 £50,922.57 £70,515.37 

Derry £360,683.83 £103,770.95 £256,912.88 

Down £118,350.05 £42,371.57 £75,978.48 

Dungannon + South 
Tyrone £170,230.64 £74,980.64 £95,250.00 

Fermanagh £112,253.01 £46,212.01 £66,041.00 

Larne £74,602.25 £32,433.50 £42,168.75 

Limavady £96,813.00 £59,275.50 £37,537.50 

Lisburn £96,789.69 £48,263.19 £48,526.50 

Magherafelt £97,519.69 £34,414.00 £63,105.69 

Moyle £56,691.18 £34,191.18 £22,500.00 

Newry + Mourne £166,170.75 £99,045.75 £67,125.00 

Newtownabbey £82,556.70 £29,463.00 £53,093.70 

North Down £89,600.78 £53,884.78 £35,716.00 

Omagh £65,187.91 £32,458.47 £32,729.44 

Strabane £115,687.50 £57,300.00 £58,387.50 

Total £3,405,277.06 £1,409,858.04 £1,995,419.02 
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  2014/15 

Council Total 75% Salaries 75% Programme 75% 

Antrim £49,000.00 £30,870.00 £18,130.00 

Ards £97,000.00 £35,098.50 £61,901.50 

Armagh £137,000.00 £69,508.50 £67,491.50 

Ballymena £79,000.00 £73,598.33 £5,401.67 

Ballymoney £67,000.00 £37,698.75 £29,301.25 

Banbridge £111,000.00 £72,021.83 £38,978.17 

Belfast £402,000.00 £184,078.50 £217,921.50 

Carrickfergus £128,000.00 £63,987.00 £64,013.00 

Castlereagh £65,000.00 £39,823.50 £25,176.50 

Coleraine £74,000.00 £50,844.75 £23,155.25 

Cookstown £84,000.00 £43,800.00 £40,200.00 

Craigavon £99,000.00 £61,710.12 £37,289.88 

Derry £310,000.00 £109,290.97 £200,709.03 

Down £97,000.00 £43,164.68 £53,835.32 

Dungannon + South 
Tyrone £140,000.00 £74,980.50 £65,019.50 

Fermanagh £94,000.00 £61,132.50 £32,867.50 

Larne £60,000.00 £32,443.50 £27,556.50 

Limavady £79,000.00 £58,792.50 £20,207.50 

Lisburn £78,000.00 £45,828.75 £32,171.25 

Magherafelt £79,000.00 £36,255.00 £42,745.00 

Moyle £47,000.00 £34,883.33 £12,116.67 

Newry + Mourne £137,000.00 £108,577.28 £28,422.72 

Newtownabbey £67,000.00 £27,930.00 £39,070.00 

North Down £72,000.00 £52,386.00 £19,614.00 

Omagh £55,000.00 £35,175.53 £19,824.47 

Strabane £93,000.00 £51,862.50 £41,137.50 

Total £2,800,000.00 £1,535,742.82 £1,264,257.18 

 


