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| am writing to update you on the budgetary position for 2015/16 and the amount to
transfer to Local Government from 1 April 2016. You will be aware of the difficulties the
Northern Ireland Executive has faced and the severity of the cuts that Executive
Departments have had to agree. Within the context of this difficult budgetary position and
following a stringent review of the programmes my Department provides and the services
it supports, | have now arrived at what | consider to be the most appropriate financial
solution for the 2015/16 year and for the budget to transfer in April 2016.

| appreciate you will be anxious to know about which projects my Department will be able
to support in your area during 2015/16. | can only reassure you that | my decisions take
full recognition of the value of these projects and appreciation of the positive contribution
they make to some of the most disadvantaged people in our society.

| know that you also have concerns about what reduction there will be in the amounts
transferring to you for 2016/17. It is anticipated that the level of spending across my
Department during 2015/16 for those services for which responsibility is transferring to
Local Government will be in the region of £56.5m. Therefore the budget to transfer to
Councils from 1 April 2016 will be £56.5m. | have previously declared my commitment to
the Reform of Local Government and in recognition of that | have decided to protect the
overall budget to transfer from any further cuts from April 2016.

In protecting this amount | have directed that any further potential cuts to my Departments
overall budget from April 2016 will be absorbed by my Department. | attach the financial
allocation model based on this figure which resuits in the amount of £4.178m transferring
to Newry, Mourne and Down District Council.

| hope that my decision will enable you to ‘effectively plan for and deliver regeneration and
community development across your areas, and of course my Officials and | are
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committed to engaging with you and assisting you with your planning and decision making
process.

When | have finalised decisions about the work programme for 2015/16 my Officials will
inform the relevant stakeholders, including Councils. For my part | will continue to engage
with Councillors and their Officials to allow meaningful discussion and to address areas of

concern. This engagement process has proven useful thus far and | expect to have met
with all remaining Councils in the coming weeks.

Going forward | fully expect the good relationships between my Department and Local
Government to continue to develop particularly in the area of community planning which
Councils are leading on. | have established a community planning group in my
Department and Sharron Carlin, who will be your single point of contact for community

planning, will contact you shortly to arrange a meeting to discuss how we can best work
with you in this area.

| am copying this letter to the representative bodies of Council Chief Executives and Local
Government representatives, SOLACE and NILGA, and to Ministers Durkan and

Hamilton. | would be grateful if you would ensure Presiding Councillors and deputy
Presiding Councillors are made aware of its content.

Yours sincerely
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